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@ There, is no desen in ee Cs. | 


pf humanity, as a worthy. character struggling under the pressure 
of misfortunes, and sinking under the weight of calamities 
/hich wisdom could not foresee, nor ROT ee” 3 


e 


IN than year 1782. a8 a a Engliſh * * 
making the tour of Europe, to divert a 


grief which heavily oppreſſed his heart, at- 
tended only by one faithful domeſtic, was 
paſſing-thro' a wild and mountainous; part of 
witzerland, he was ſuddenly attacked by 
but men, part of a gang of banditti, who 
had long made depredations on travellers, and 
ommitted the moſt horrid en in that 
eighbourhood. 2101 


Engle: word; he ſaw his ment fall dead from 


The! wretches fired without wake. a 


Fol; B his 


: name he announced himſelf by in his travels) 
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his horſe, at the ſame inſtant that the r eport 


of the carbines frightened his own beaſt, who 
flew away over a high precipice from which 
he eyery moment expected to be thrown and 
daſhed to pieces. 3 

But he went on over the mountain at a 
wonderful rate, and proceeded ſafely down a 
ſteep declivity terminated by a thick wood, 
the intermingled branches of which ſuddenly 
impeded the impetuoſity of the animal; the 
ſhock threw the gentleman out of the ſaddle, 
while the horſe forced his way thro? the wood. 

Stunned by the fall, and breathleſs from 
apprehenſion and fatigue, he lay a.confiderable 
time without the power to raiſe. himſelf; and 
when at length reſpiration and recollection re- 
turned, tho' ſenſible of his almoſt miraculous 
eſcape from death, yet his ſituation was ſuch 
as might have juſtified deſpair in any mind of 
more fortitude than this gentleman poſſeſſed 
The amazing rapidity of the horſe, and the 
imminent danger that threatened him had 
precluded Mr. Manners (for that was the 


from any further — than that he 
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was carried a direct contrary road from: the 
one he had intended to purſue, and that on 
every ſide the OR was wild, n and 


| boundleſs, 


He was farpriſed. to find that he had re- 
ceived no other injury from the blow which 
had thrown him on the ground than a ſoreneſs 
on his head and ſtiffneſs in his left ſhoulder; 
his hat had broken the force with which he 
came in contact with the branches, and pre- 
ſerved him from any material hurt. 

When a little recovered, he proceeded 
ſlowly thro' the wood, which had no path, 
appeared to be entirely unfrequented, and 
was almoſt impaſſable from the bending in- 
termingled branches that formed a. ſort of 
umbrageous arch over his head, while the low 
and thick underwood tangled round his feet, 


and impeded his progreſs, ,, 


The loſs of his faithful ſervant was 4 "ers 
painſul addition to his other cauſes for ſorrow; 
the man dropped to all appearance dead, but 
if not immediately deprived of life, how de- 
plorable was his ſituation, left to expire with- 
out relief or conſolation. He threw his eyes 
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back and beheld with horror the ſteep moun- 
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tain from which the horſe had fo ſwiftly de- 
ſcended; and ſighed from his inmoſt ſoul 
when he ſaw the impoſſibility of regaining the 
road, and knowing the fate of bis unfortunate 


William. 4 
Oppreſſed in mind, 104 loſt in painful re- 


troſpection, he was ſcarce ſenſible of the dif- 


ficulties he ſtruggled with to force his way 
thro' the wood ; and had been above three 
hours in it before he felt his ſpirits and 
ſtrength inſenſibly give way, and an univerſal 


languor and faintneſs compelled him to look 


round for a reſting place. 

At a ſmall diſtance he beheld a large tae; 
whoſe trunk ſeemed to have been ſplit by 
age, and had a deep hollow in 1t; he bent his 
ſteps thither, climbed into the cavity, and 
ſeated himſelf with a fort of reſigned deſpair, 
ſubmiſſive to the preſent evil, and ce 


of future ones. 


The ſun had retired behind the n mountains, 
the evening advanced, and the ſhades of night 


-promi'ed to overwhelm him before he could 


poſſibly get thro' the wood; he was exhauſted 
* 
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by 1 and an encreaſed pain in his ſhoul- 
der, which he had not felt while warm with 
walking, and plunged into a reverie that ren- 
dered him callous to bodily pain, 

Rouſed from that lethargy which, had over- 
whelmed his. ſenſes, alive only to a painful 
recolle&ion of paſt ſorrows, he looked round 
the gloomy proſpe&t, hopeleſs of any relief, 
« Tis here I muſt paſs the night,” ſaid he, 
« and why ſhould I complain or be faſtidious? 
how many unhappy. houſeleſs creatures fare 
much worſe, ſtretched upon the cold ſtones at 
the doors of pampered gluttons, hungry, 
naked, and pennyleſs?— How many a weary 
care worn traveller, whoſe daily ſupplications 
earns his daily bread, creeps from the high- 
road to the ſhelter of a buſhy hedge to ſcreen 
him from the pelting ſtorm, while the palſied 
body trembles with the midnight cold ?—Oh! 
if bodily ſufferings were all I had to complain 
of, how light their preſſure to the mental 
agonies that tear every fibre of my heart, 
wound my very ſoul with a barbed and poi- 
ſonous arrow, and forbid the flattering illu- 
ſion of hope to beſtow one gleam of conſola- 
B 3 tion 
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tion to reſtore my loſt peace;-—hoft alas, for 
ever!” 

Whilſt the overcharged heart of Mr. Man- 
ners burſt forth in this melancholy ſoliloquy, 


his eye caught the glimmering of the moon on 


the underwood at a {mall diſtance, which was 
impervious to his view from the thick ſhade 
over his head. —Again he determined to re- 
new his toil in exploring the wood by the 
help of that friendly luminary fo often aſſiſtant 
to*"the bewildered traveller. | . 

He ſprang from the hollow tree and 4 
rected his ſteps to the faint light that ſtreamed 
before him, and in a few moments arrived at 
a more open ſpot, where the trees were loftier 
and more erect.— The queen of night was 
brilliantly attended by the ſparkling ſuns of 
other worlds, and his heart felt a ray of ema- 


nation, of delight, when emerging from the 


dark and gloomy receſs he had occupied, to 

witneſs the glories that burſt ſo ſuddenly on 
his vitw. 

He walked on for ſome time thro” this 

wood of tall and ftately trees, - there ap- 

| Prared no traces of any foot path, but the 

thicket 
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thicket did not entangle his feet, and he ſaw 
his road before him, till his view was termi- 
nated-by-a very high hill, almoſt ſuch another 
as he had fo rapidly deſcended from. — 
= To attempt climbing up the mountain, 
W tir'd as he was, and feeling no little degree of 
pain, was an impoſſibility; and he now re- 
gretted that he had fo raſhly quitted the hol- 
low tree, where he might have been tolerably 
ſheltered, during the night, and enabled the 
better 10 ae his toilſome journey che 
following day. 

Such is the 3 of precipitance,” 
ſighed he, © we follow the impetuoſity of our 
inclinations, and thro' impatience often draw 
on ourſelves the evils we were ſo eager to 
avoid]! Here is no reſting place but againft 
the fide of the mountain, aſcend it I cannot, 
and to return back 1s equally impoſſible.” 

He drew cloſe to the hill, he ſaw it was 
encircled by the wood, and therefore no chance 
was left him, but to compoſe himſelf as well 
as he could, ſince by going round the foot of 
it he could expect only fruitleſs toil and en- 
creaſed fatigue. | 

B 4 He 
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le threw. himſelf on the green ſward under 

the hill, and paſſed the night in ſleepleſs: agi- 
tation *till near the dawn of day, when nature, 
h exhauſted by. ſuffering, cloſed his: weary eye- 


hds in profound repoſe for a few hours, _ C 


afforded a temporary relief. 

He was awakened by the glowing rays -of 
the ſun ſhining full on his face, and by the 

tuneful voices of the feathered choriſters grate- 


fully bailing the enlivening god of day. He 


ſtarted from his moſſy couch, breathed a fer- 
vent prayer to Heaven, and then began to 
_ conſider how he ſhould mount the immenſe 
height before him. His ſhoulder. was iff 
and painful, he felt a weakneſs at his ſtomach 
for want of nouriſhment, and apprehended he 


had not nen ſtrength to attain the fo | 


of the mountain. 

After ſome je 8 he thought it 
would be beſt to walk further thro' the 
wood, round the fides of the hill, as poſſibly 
there might be ſome path way, or at leaſt he 
might diſcover aMdgre eaſy aſcent than the 
rocky one then im to his view. He pur- 


ſued this idea and welft * on. Little as his 
7 mind 
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mind was attuned to harmony and pleaſure, 


| it was impoſſible not to feel a ſoft ſerenity 


take poſſeſſion of the ſoul, from the tranquil 
bang that ſurrounded him; the air calm, 
the ſun in its full glory darting thro' the 
green foliage of the trees, while innumerable 
birds were hopping from one leafy covering to 
another, warbling their different notes and 
forming a vocal concert, wild but e 
to the ear. 

He was- rouſed from a delicious E 
that had ſtolen over his ſenſes by the ſound of 
ruſhing waters, which growing more diſtinct 


as he advanced, ſeemed: like the falling of a 


caſcade. In a few minutes, turning a ſhort 
projecting angle of the mountain, his footſteps 
were arreſted by one af the moſt beautiful and 
picturefque ſcenes that the livelieſt i imagin- 
ation could conceive. 

He beheld a caſcade falling from the high 
mountain, which, impeded in its courſe by 
broken and projecting fragments, added to its 
motion tho? it divided the ſtream, and made 
it deſcend in a foam to the bottom; where it 
extended itſelf into a large natural baſon 
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Ain wowee into ſeveral little rills that 
were loſt in the wood. 


Mr. Manners ſtood ſome minutes e in 
pleaſing aftoniſhment at this unexpected and 
delightful ſcenery; but the rays of the ſun 
datting full upon his head, a ſudden faintneſs 
obliged him to turn aſide and throw himſelf 
under a large and thick tree, for ſhelter from 
the heat, which was more than his —_ 
could ſupport. 


Manners was no hero of romance, he felt 


the weakneſſes of human nature, want of reſt, 
want of food, and no ſmall portion of fatigue 


from his pedeſtrian 'rambles in the wood, to 
which mode of travelling he had not been 
accuſtomed. 


The weakneſs of the body had its conco- 


mitant effects upon the ſpirits, © Unfortunate 


wretch that T am,” cried he, why do 1 
ſtruggle for exiſtence ? Is life ſtill valuable in 
my eyes?—T feel that hope is what Plato calls 
it, The dream of men awake,” that deluſive 


flatterer can no longer impoſe upon me.— 
Outraged by misfortunes, the victim of du- 
e and the raſh deſtroyer of another's 


life, 
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life. my evil deſtiny preſents nothing but 
horror, grief, and deſpair! | 
A chriſtian ought never to deſtair were 
words uttered in a mild, but firm tone, that 
cauſed Mr. Manners to ſtart, and raiſing him- 
ſelf on his elbow he beheld a reſpectable look - 
ing man, apparently not above the middle age, 
dreſſed in a plain garb, a ſtick in his hand, 
and with a countenance wherein concern and 
compaſſion ſeemed equally blended. Loſt in 
the contemplation of his misfortunes, he had 
not been ſenfible of the ftranger's approach 
from the back of the wood, and they viewed 
each other for ſome moments in a profound 
ſilence. 75 „ 
The ſtranger was the firſt to ſpeax, Par- 
don my intruſion, ſorrow ought to be ſacred, 
but in this unfrequented ſpot to ſee a fellow - 
creature extended on the earth, was ſufficient 
to excite my curioſity and compaſſion, nor 
could ] refrain from interrupting you.“ Whilſt 
the ſtranger was ſpeaking, «Manners had 
raiſed himſelf from the ground, but the lan- 
gour which pervaded his whole frame, com- 
pelled him to lean againſt the tre. 


«© You 
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Tou appear to be weak and fatigued,” 
continued the ſtranger, accept of my arm, 
my dwelling is not far off, and with a little 


aſſiſtance, you will be able to reach it.“ Man- 


ners looked his thanks, but he could not ar- 
ticulate a word; furpriſc and ſhame at being 
overheard, with the little expected proſpect of 
relief, altogether filled him with undeſcribable 
emotions, and precluded ſpeech. He accepted 


the proffered arm, they walked a little way 
thro' the wood, croſſing a ſmall rivulet, to a 


part where the trees were thicker and appeared 
like a grove that was impenetrable; but turn- 
ing a little on one ſide they entered a narrow 


green path which only admitted of one per- 


ſon, and therefore they were obliged to ſepa- 
rate; (Courage, ſaid the ſtranger, follow 
me, you have not many paces more to walk.“ 
- Manners followed in ſilence, the path was 
winding thro' the trees, which here again 
formed a ſhade by the thick intermingled 
branches. Preſently they came to a narrow 


tho” deep lake, which was not paſſable without 


' fivimming acroſs it, and ſeemed to extend far 
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The ſtranger kept to the left, on the banks 
of it, and in a few moments the proſpect 
opened, and Manners beheld on the oppoſite 
fide the appearance of a ſmall dwelling, en- 
cloſed by a low grove of flowering ſhrubs. A 
wooden bridge carried them over the lake, 
and on entering the grove, a neat houſe pre- 
ſented itſelf, covered with woodbines, at the 
door of which, upon a large root of a tree, fat 
a female reading. 

She ſtarted up on ſeeing them advance, med 
her firſt emotions ſeemed to be fear and flight; 
but the name of © Chriſtina,” pronounced in 
an affectionate tone by the man, arreſted her 
ſteps, and ſhe waited their approach” under 
great agitation. s 

Manners bowed, but fpoke not :—* This 
ſtranger wants reſt, and nouriſhment, my 
child,” reſumed the man, © lead the way to 
your fairy room.” Enchantment, indeed! 


; | thought Manners, when he entered the little * 
W fanciful apartment, and was placed in a chair 


with an air of kindneſs and reſpect, and in a 
few moments ſome delicious cakes, fruit, and 
wine were placed before him, until ſome- 

thing 
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thing warm and comfortable could be got 
ready.“ A young girl about twelve years of 
age, ſeemed to be the only aſſiſtant to the 
other female, whoſe face Manners had ſcarce 
yet an opportunity of ſeeing, as ſhe had left 
the room to provide for his accommodation. 
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CHAP. II. 


t 


«© O memory! thou soul of joy and pain, 

Thou actor of our passions o'er again! 

Why dost thou aggravate the wretch's woe? 
Why add continuous smart to ev'ry blow? 


R. Manners having taken ſome refreſh- 
ment, turned to his hoſpitable enter- 
tainer, who had been viewing him with a fixed 


attention, — © To your opportune benevo- 


lence,” ſaid he, © I am indebted for my ex- 
W iſtence, for 'tis very probable that the weak= 
W neſs of my body and inactivity of my mind, 
W would in a few hours have rendered me as 
incapable as unwilling to make any vigorous 
exertions to preſerve a life of little value, and 
marked out for hopeleſs miſery.“ 
« know not,” anſwered the other gravely, 
« any circumſtances but atrocious guilt, and 
a ſtubborn unrepentant heart, that can juſtify 
the idea of © hopeleſs miſery.” © Fortitude is 
| | the 
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: 
« the faireſt bloſſom that ſprings from a noble 


© mind,” and with conſcious innocence for : 
its ſupport, may defy the wrongs of a malig- 
nant and unjuſt world, to deprive it of internal q 


peace.” 


the ſtoic's, leſſon; but the fevered ſoul, in the 


moment of paſſion, when injured beyond re- 
paration, wounded in its moſt vulnerable part, 
waits not to take a leſſon from prudence and iſh 


cold philoſophy, but in one raſh moment aſ- 


ſumes the power of an avenger, and PRES | 


_ Itſelf into guilt, remorſe, and ſorrow.” 
fear that I comprehend the cauſe af 
your diſtreſs, you have deſtroyed. a fallow- 


creature, — annihilated a being whoſe life 


ought to have been ſacred, and dependant 
only on the will of his creator.” Do nat 
drive me to diſtraction,” exclaimed Manners, 


witdly, * the villain deſerved a thouſand q 


deaths; the world will juſtify, the deed, tho 
_ conſcience upbraids me for ſending a guilty 
wretch, loaded with crimes, unprepared to 


anſwer his great account, — his barbarous 8 


ne done to an unſuſpecting friend. — Oh 
that 


&« Alas!” replied Manners, « ſuch indeed is 3 


f 
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that way. dee les -es, ol he merited 


| a thouſand deaths.“ 


e. e eee ee 


mildiy, e will talk on this ſubject another 


time; I am curious to know how you came 


| into this wood, a place ſo unfrequented, that 


in twenty years reſidence J have never once 
beheld any . in it but a few mountain 


peaſants. D 
„Twenty years! e whoſe ions 


1 whoſe manners are fo little appropriate to the | 
= wildneſs of the country and its inhabitants, 


Lou! Iwenty years, —is it poſſible ??* And 


| why not,” returned the other, I ſought for 


tranquillity and peace of mind: I had done 
with the world, the world had done with me; 
and where, could I find a ſpot more tranquil, 


more beautiful and ſublime, * the boſom * 


this wood affords?” 

True, —but twenty years, i in ſo⸗ 
litude.“ „Pardon me, I have a companion, 
you have ſeen her, my daughter; ſhe is my 
friend, the enlivener of my happieſt hours, 
the ſoother, the comforter, the pride of my 
heart.— In her company time flies pleaſantly, 
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and unheeded;—we have no tedious hours, 
and altho' you may ſuppoſe we lead a mo- m 
notonous life, yet we contrive to vary our F 
regular employments in ſuch a manner, that 
every day bas its diverſity and amuſement, 
and yet the ſame 3 arrangements is 
— preſerved. ] cannot underſtand 
vou,“ ſaid Manners, tis all a myſtery,.— a 
mere vegetat ive exiſtence without variety, apr 2 
pears to me the _ en ſituation in 
the world.“ 1 £10414 BM 
„ And vet,” ! the thee ith pe- 
ere look, „ millions ſhould not bribe 
me to exchange conditions with you, or 
thouſands of thoſe beings who flutter in the 
gay world — But you have not ſatisfied my 


cubeliny 0 10 the ſituation Es en n 
you.“ . = 
Manners alin his being ſet! upon 1 12 1 
banditti, the death of his ſervant, and the f 
flight of his horſe over the precipices.— I He 
know not,” continued he, © where I am; 1 Ft 
was croſſing the mountains in the road to Lu- Wi | 

cern, but the animal took a contrary direc- 
( 


tion, and proyidence wonderfully preſerved me 
IE | from | 


rom. thoſe n precipices, ſuch as no 
mortal, I believe, would attempt to paſs; and 
here I momentarily — death in its 
orſt form.“ | | 
= < Your eſcape with life was indeed mira- 
Wculous, and a proper ſenſe of it ſhould have 
Winſpired very different ideas than deſpair, and 
che language I overheard. Heaven, Sir, has 
wonderfully. interpoſed to fave you, not only 
 Efrom the carbines, the rock, and the difficul- 
ties of the wood, but in conducting you to 
de ſpot I found you on this day. 
I have told you that we diverſify our 
amuſements; twice a week only, I walk on the 
other ſide of the lake when the weather is fine; 
bad you come there tomorrow, in all probabi- 
nty you might have periſhed, the mountains 
you could not climb, the wood is intricate, and 
your ſtrength was nearly exhauſted. Tt was 
ſcarce poſſible for you to have found this little 
dwelling without a conductor, tho? the dif- 
tance is not great; and no human aid would 
have reached you for at leaſt three days. 
« See, therefore, what a combination of 
events threatened the termination of your ex- 
__ 1ſkencez 


f 
: 
A 


— » by 9 


— 2 n a 
2 2 R 
c 


NP THE VALLEY er 


 1kkence;z and bow with gratitude to heaven for 


its ſignal preſervation of your life— a life given b- | 
you not to be indolently trifled with, but to M 
encourage you to vigorous exertions to make 
that life beneficial to / ſociety, and atone, if 
poſſible, for the crime you have been guilty MW 


of.” 


gave him an equal chance, my life was in his 


hands.“ Not fo, talk not of chance, your 
life was the care of providence;—he might be 


unworthy of exiſtence, but you had no right 
to deprive him of it: Vengeance belongs 


only to the Omnipotent, and he who aſſumes | 
the power to puniſh, arrogates to himſelf an 
unjuſt right, that involves him in equal con- 


demnation.“ 
„ *T1s thus the cold — voice 


of reafon ſpeaks,” ſaid Manners, warmly, | 


and conſcience ſubſcribes to the rigid tenets: 
But did you know my Tvrongs, how great the 
| proyocations, 


Crime!“ W Menpers: reddening! Y 
& Undoubtedly,—I cannot give ſoft names to 
bad actions; to deſtroy the exiſtence of a 4 85 
fellow. creature is a crime of the moſt flagrant 
nature!” © ] did not kill him unfairly, I 
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155 rovocations, how excuſable the conſequences, 
hen ſmarting under the moſt unparallelled 
0 J ngratitude, the moſt confummate hypocriſy ! 
ce Diſcovered too at a moment when reaſon was 
3 2rpowered, and every feeling of the foul - 
Wouzed to vengeance!—Oh! even the ſtoic, — 
he breaft of apathy, would not condemn, 
ho' they could not approve my juſt revenge!“ 
| As he pronounced the laſt words in an 
lerated tone of voice, and his whole frame 
; } Wdifordered, Chriſtina entered the room, fol- 
Dowed by her little girl, with a diſh of wild- 
Wfow!, nicely dreſſed. The ſoft bluſh of mo- 
3 Wdeſty tinged her cheek with vermillion, when 
Win the ſweeteſt voice ſhe entreated her gueſt 
to partake of their dinner. 
= Until that moment her face and form had 
been unnoticed by Manners. Caught by the 
gentle accents, he fixed his eyes on her face 
Nich ſuch an expreſſion in them, that her 
oF cheek was ſuffuſed with a deeper red; and 
W the was too much confuſed to repeat her 
WF invitation. 
The father placed a chair for him, the 
young lady took her place, carved the fowl, 
and 
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and helped them both; the little girl was MW 
ſeated at the bottom of the table, a dumb Cl 
waiter rendered attendance unneceflary. or 
. Manners checked his eyes, and reſtrained i 
his emotions, but when helped to ſome wine, th 
« May I,” ſaid he, 4 without being deemed fe 
impertinent, enquire the name of my bene- 
volent hoſt?” | 
„My name,” replied his entertainer, * is 
Hervey, you perceive by my language that I 
a an Engliſhman.“ is that ſurpriſes 
ſaid Manners, that an Engliſhman 
ould have choſen this ſolitary retreats 1 far 
from his native country.“ | 
Lou are young,“ returned Harney; « yet 
you have quitted your. country to fly from 
yourſelf; why then wonder that another 
ſhould inhabit a ſpot dearer to him than the 
land he was born in. We have all local pre- 3 
judices, this has been my country for twenty 
years paſt; near this ſpot I have paſſed the 
happieſt hours of my lite, and here I hope to 
cloſe my eyes in peace, with brighter hopes 
for hereafter.” 1 
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Manners was aſtoniſned, he looked at 
Chriſtina, ſhe appeared to be about eighteen 
or nineteen, ſhe had that ſtyle of beauty 
which intereſts and inſinuates itſelf gently into 
the heart; modeſt, unobtruſive, without af- 
fectation, or any appearance of a deſite to 
pleaſe. She ſeemed ſurpriſed and a little con- 
fuſed at his earneſt gazing at her; there was 


an air of diffidence as if unaccuſtomed to 


company but her manners were eaſy and 


polite, ſhe/:ſeemed ignorant of her charms, 


and her chief attention was directed to > her 
father. 

Her eye caught his wants before bp could 
mention them, and when ſhe addreſſed him, 
her voice was melodiouſly tender and ſoothing. 

Yet, Manners thought, the bloom of youth 


and beauty was ſometimes overcaſt by a mo- 


mentary cloud of ſadneſs which took from 
its freſhneſs; like a roſe overcharged with 


dew, that drooped and then again revived 


when the enlivening ſun drew up its head, 
ſo her countenance cleared when her ſather 
with expreſſions of kindneſs marked and ac- 
. the attention of his dear Chriſtina. 
When 
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When the repaſt ended, Hervey would 
have perſuaded his gueſt to take ſome repoſe. 


« You muſt want reſt,” ſaid he, a few hours | 


fleep will reſtore your ſtrength, bodily and 


mentally, both are in need of it. 


No,“ rephed Manners, © I feel recruifed 
ſtrength already; I am anxious to relate my 


unhappy ſtory, to obtain your compaſſion, if | 
I cannot deſerve your good opinion.—At pre- 
ſent you condemn me, your hoſpitality ſeems ij 


to be the effect of principle, ſuch! as you 


would beſtow on the moſt unworthy if in 


diſtreſs and want. I cannot receive it on 
thoſe terms, I will, without partiality, or ex- 
tenuation of my own faults, without exagger- 
ating the faults of others,. open to you the 
ſource of my miſeries, the irremediable evils 
that have fallen upon me. Let me ſtand ac- 
quitted or condemned a doubtful character I 
cannot ſupport, nor be indebted to your pity: 
alone for ſufferance here, If your judgment 


pronounces me guilty and unworthy, direct 3 


my ſteps out of this wood, tis all the favor I 
Can receive, or you ** to beſtow.” 


VC 


AY 
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« Your ſentiments,” replied Hervey, © chal- 


; enge eſteem and reſpect; but, forgive me, I 


ean no implication, I have ſeen enough of 


I he world to doubt high ſounding words, to 


ſpe& ſentiment, and to know that art and 


f Polubility can gloſs over the moſt atrocious 
ions.“ 


Seeing the face of Manners was in a glow, 


4 Wc added, be not offended, I make no per- 
nal alluſions, on the contrary I fee! defirous 
I hat you ſhould command what I am ready to 
Wcſtow, my eſteem and approbation.” 


“The latter, ſaid Manners, with a ſigh, 


I cannot hope to obtain; you will condemn 


he impetuoſity of my. paſſions, but, I truſt, 
ill not withhold your regard and compaſſion.” 
« Begin,” ſaid Hervey, © I am impatient 


omeſtic arrangements.” 


= Manners for a moment appeared geatiy 


4 bitated, but having ſuppreſſed and ſwallowed 


= 


few riſing ſighs, he began his ſtory -1 in the 


5 pllowing words, 
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„Neither man nor angel can discern Hypocrisy, the only 
evil that walks Invisible, except to God alone!“ 


66 WILL not trouble you with extraneous A 
matter, but confine myſelf ſimply to the 4 P 
cauſes that have produced the dreadful effects 
which have ſtamped the colour of my future 
days with the darkeſt ſhades of night. +» 4 
% My father was a Baronet, I was his only . 
ſon, and heir to a good eſtate. My mother 3 
died when I was very young. At a proper age Wa! 

I was placed at Eton, where a very warm i 
friendſhip took place, on my fide,—alas! 1 i 
thought it reciprocal, with the Hon. Mr. B**, A 
ſecond ſon to the Earl of R* *. I 
He told me, in confidence, that it was 
the intention of his father to unite him with 4 
a ward of his, a Miſs Randall, who had twang 2 
thouſand | 
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; thouſand pounds, and was the orphan daugh- 


ter of a general officer, with whom the Earl 


bh — — 82 
1 5 4 * —" — 1 3 - — K 
nn » 4 a 4 * 
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ad lived in habits of friendſhip many years. 


He allowed there was nothing objectionable in 
he young lady's: perſon or manners, but he 
eteſted the idea of being - obliged. to:marry , 
without his inclinations being confulted, 
Young as he was, and therefore he had taken 
decided averſion to Miſs ee and a 
xed reſolution never to marry her. a 
« Partial to my friend, and a AD to 


Parental authority, I applauded his determina 
tion, and encouraged him in an oppoſition to 
Ihe will of an arbitrary parent. | 


We left Eton within a few matte of. 
each other: I was called home to. witneſs; the 
leath of an indulgent father, and receive his 


Laſt bleſſing. By his will I was committed to 


the care, and under the guardianſhip of a very 
orthy man, and a maiden fiſter of my fſa- 
Whcr's, one of the beſt of women. 
At this period I was juſt turned of eigh- | 
cen, and as ſoon as decency. would permit, 
uiter the death of my much beloved parent, 
requeſted permiſſion to accept an invitation 
72. from 
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from my friend, to his father's country ſeat. 
My guardians, not having decided on a plan 
for my improvement *till I became of age, 
acceded to my wiſhes for one month's abſence. 
I was received by the Earl's family with 
every flattering mark of attention, and was 
preſently introduced to Miſs Randall, who was 
a reſident there. The moment I beheld her, 
I ſtood aſtoniſhed at my friend's prepofſeſſion MF 
againſt the moſt beautiful object I had ever 
ſeen. Ah! a young inexperienced heart like 
mine, for the firſt time, drank in large draughts i 
of love, and I almoſt deſpiſed my friend B * *, 
for his inſenſibility to ſuch cranſeendant 3 
charms. A 
In a few days he diſcovered my pain A 
and congratulated both me and himſelf. He 
aſſured me the young lady had expreſſed her- 
ſelf warmly in my favour, and he had no 
doubt of my ſucceſs. In ſhort, not to dwell i 
on the particulars of my conduct in this bu- i 
ſineſs, I ſhall briefly tell you, that thro' the 
contrivance of my friend I had ſeveral private ¶ u 
interviews with the young lady, who was 
brought to icknowiedge a preference for me; 
and 
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and as we knew it would be impoſſible to ſo- 
licit or hope for the conſent -of her -guardian, 
who deſigned her for his ſon, our kind and 
XX ingenious friend propoſed a flight to Scotland, 
and generouſly gave all his pocket money to- 
IF wards the conſequent expences of this wild 
ſcheme. 725 | 
1 « Young, thoughtleſs, and in love, I faw 
not in its proper light the breach of hoſpitality 
WF 1 was guilty of; but ſatisfied that in gratifying 


L my own wiſhes 1 enfured the happineſs of a 
lovely girl, and -reſcued my friend from a 


forced engagement, in a raſh and luckleſs 


1 W hour, we left the houſe at midnight, and our 


mutual friend had taken previous care to 


E make ſuch arrangements that we reached the 


end of our journey and were married before 


there was a poſſibility of being overtaken. 
= <1 believed myſelf the happieſt fellow in 
the world; we wrote to our reſpective guar- 
dians, and prepared to return to London. 
The young lady's family and fortune being 
W unexceptionable, I had no cauſe to dread the 
reprobation of my-friends, but the Earl of 
ER“ could retain the fortune of my wife 
. C3 until 
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until the was one and twenty, of which ſhe 3 
warmed more than two years. | 4 I 

We returned to England and were received 
* my aunt, not with a cordiality of affection, 1 


for ſhe ſeverely blamed the raſh ſtep we had 1 1 
taken, particularly my culpable and inhof- 


pitable conduct towards the Earl and his I 


family. But ſhe was a good woman, ſhe felt 


for our youth and inexperience, and conſented 3 
to take my wife under her protection, and 1 
introduce her to the world. 28 

<T: wrote to the Earl of R***, and re- 
queſted he would name what ſettlements he L q 
pleaſed for my wife; my guardians coincided # 
in the requeſt, the buſineſs was ſoon amicebly i 
ſettled, tho“ he did not deign to anſwer ml 


letter; he had certainly a right to conceive 


himſelf ill- treated, and J ſubmitted to the re- 

proach I had raſhly incurred. 4 
I doated on my Maria, and her attach⸗ 
ment ſeemed little leſs fervent than mine. 
During the firſt-year of our marriage my aunt 


reſided with us, and had evinced all the atten- 3 
tion and affection of a parent to us both. At 3 ; 


the end of that period ſhe expreſſed herſelf ſo 
BY | perfe&tly 
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perfectly ſatisfied with the conduct and pru- 
dence of my wife, and with the uninterrupted 
harmony between us, that ſhe concluded we 
might be ſafely truſted to ourſelves, and pro- 
E | poſed removing to a houſe of her own. 
« ] confeſs that tho” I eſteemed and revered 
this reſpectable woman, ſuch was my extra- 
vagant fondneſs for Maria, that I was not 
ſorry to be freed from the reſtraint her preſence 
often impoſed upon me; her intent ion there- 
fore met with no oppoſition, and we ſeparated 
the beſt friends in the worle. 
Not long after this event, we were moſt 
agagreeably ſurpriſed by a vifit from our friend; 
his father, the Earl of R***, had died ahout 
two months before. Mr. B * * had purchaſed 
a majority in the Guards, conſequently came to 
reſide in town, and conſiderably added to my 
happineſs by becoming our conſtant gueſt: 
I regarded him as a brother, and as the 
promoter of that union which conſtituted all 
my telicity. Sometimes when ſpeaking of my 
darling Maria, and the admiration ſhe gene- 
rally excited in thoſe who ſaw her, I have 
rallied him on his want of taſte in proving fo 
C4 inſenſible 
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- inſenſible to charms which captivated wy | 
ſenſes on the very firſt interview. 3 
On ſuch occaſions he would reply, with an | 4 | 
air of - indifference, © that he could only ac- 
count for it by an early prepoſſeſſion aint | 3 | 
compulſive and arbitrary deſigns; and al- 
though he always allowed Miſs Randall to be 9 
a very lovely girl, ſne had not that ſtyle yh . 3 
beauty to touch his heart, or engage his, 
perhaps, capricious fancy.“ 1 3 
In the ſecond year of our marriage my 
wife was brought to bed of a lovely little 3 
girl, whom, alas! I loved with the moſt tender 

affection. The Major often rallied me on 
being an uxorious hufband and a \doating 
father, before I was twenty; yet confeſſed the 

harmony that reigned in my houſe made him 4 1 
uncomfortable in any other. AZ 
O, the hypocritical villain! fool, fool that C 
I was to be ſo egregiouſly the dupe of two in- 
famous wretches! Here Manners got up 8 
and paced about the room in great agitation, | I 
-then reſuming his ſeat, 1 
* Well, Sir, let me quickly finiſh my howmid 4 
Atory,—the child I have ſpoken of was about 
| ten 
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ten months old, my wife was again preg- 
nant, I was the happieſt fellow exiſting! when 
one morning I was alarmed by dreadful 
ſhrieks, and told by a ſervant, his lady had 
fallen over the ſtairs. 

« No words can ſpeak my — ſhe was 
carried to her room, and I ſent for five or ſix 

3 | | doctors; they all agreed ſhe was dangerouſly 
W hurt, and that it was impoſfible ſhe could 
live. 

Judge if you can of my feelin 5 ba- 
fore night their judgment was confirmed, 
and the was reduced to the laſt extrenuty. 
& Senſible of her danger, which could not be 
concealed from her, as ſhe earneſtly interro- 
WF gated the phyſicians, in a manner ſo ſolemn 
as admitted of no evaſion, ſhe requeſted every 
one to withdraw and leave her with me alone. 
EF * Oh! how ſhall I repeat the ſoul diſtracting 
cConfeſſion made by that wretched woman! 
X remembrance ſickens at it, I cannot enter into 
particulars !—O, you, who are a father, who 
8 Have been a huſband, who poſſibly may have 
had a friend, think, think what my tortured 
= heart and burning brain ſuffered, when told, 

C5 © the 
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the child I doated on was not my own; that 
the Major, the friend, the villain I had held 
to my heart, was the father of her infant, and 
that their guilty commerce had been carried 
on near two years ! 
<:<0!:!!!:cned he, fois. the hand of 
Hervey, never, never ſhall T forget that 
dreadful moment I uttered not a word, 1 
fcarcely reſpired, I fat looking' on her, hearing 
every word, yet every other ſenſe ſeemed anni- 
W 1 | 
Kube briefly told me, that fron after he had 
Wed bn commiſſion, and became almoſt 
-an inmate ef the houſe, he had a thouſand 
times lamented his blindneſs to her charms, 
ſwore ſhe was more beautiful than ever, and 
deſerred the adoration of the world ! 


% Weakly and wickedly flattered, by a 3 


conqueſt over is | indifference, ſhe rather en- 
-courged-than repreſſed his licentious paſſion; 
tho*-ſhe-ſolemnly proteſted, ſhe then only gra- 
tified her vanity, without any criminal in. 
clinations. | 

About this time my guardian fell ill in 


the country; I Was ſent for, his reſidence was 
in 


3 
- 
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in Wales, and he being in a dangerous ſtate, 
and deſirous of ſettling all my affairs, I was 
detained there ſix weeks, which appeared 
to me ſix ages. Then it was this monſter of 
= duplicity and art completed the ſeduction; of 
a weak; vain, unhappy woman, and before * 
4 return ſhe believed herſelf pregnant. 
= « cannot go on with her foul-harrowing 
W confeſſion, ſhe implored my forgiveneſs, and 
beſought me to ſeek for no revenge if I would 
W wiſh her to expire in peace. I know not what 
I proniiſed, ſhe was ſeized with convulſions; I 
& flew out of the room, and ſoon N ſhe 
expired. = a 
= < My aunt, who had come to us on * | 
of the dreadful accident, followed me to my 
apartment, accompanied by one of the phy- 
IH ficians. She ſtarted back, which was all I 
eemember for fix days, during which I had a 
frenzy fever, and my life was deſpaired of. 
b | The fiend who had heaped this load of 
WF miſery on my head was on duty when the 
W wretched victim to his hypocriſy breathed her 
laſt. The information ſtruck him like a 
thunderbolt; my good aunt gave him credit 
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for his friendly concern; and his potted 
anxiety. for me encreaſed her regard. 


In all the paroxyſms of a brain fever, 1 0 1 
ſince from my ſervant, not a word eſcaped me 
relative to the intelligence which had diſor- 
dered my ſenſes. I called on Maria, - my 
darling wife; —on my friend the Major, and 
this hardened villain came twice into my 
apartment, and even offered to attend me, 
when he judged by my words, and my aunt's 
Kindneſs, that the infernal ſecret had not 


eſcaped the poor unhappy undone Maria. 


was told of the Major's concern, of his friend- 3 : 
ſhip and kindneſs. My heart did not burſt 


into words, but the agonies I felt were inex- 


preflible. When I could ſpeak, I defired my 3 
faithful and lamented William to ſay it was 
the phyſician's order no one ſhould be ad- 
mitted to my room for ſome days but my 


-aunt and my ſervant. 


The next day the good lady told me, my l 


friend rejoiced at my recovery, and was hurt 
at the phyſician” s interdiction; but as his 


anxiety was in ſome degree done away, he 
. | | ſeized 
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ſeized the opportunity of viſiting his brother 
in Berkſhire, and hoped in a few days to re- 
turn and embrace the friend of his heart.” 
well, Sir, I bore even this without madneſs 
it 3 or curſes, I had determined on my plan, and 
the ſpirit of vengeance ſupported and accel- 
erated my recovery. 

ll made my will, ſettled all my affairs, and 
gave the whole of the mother's fortune to her 
poor unoffending child; but not a ſhilling of 

my own property. In confidence I made my 

XX aunt acquainted with the irreparable injury 

I had ſuſtained, beſought her protection of 
the child, and that unleſs the Major ſhould 
claim her, which was very unlikely, that 1he 
vould never let the ſecret tranſpire. 
il ſent to my bankers, got letters of credit 
for conſiderable ſums; at the ſame time giving 
my ſervant ſuch directions in caſe of my death, 
as would fave trouble to him and others. 

The moment I found myſelf in a condi- 
tion to travel, I told my aunt, who had at my 
IF requeſt again aſſumed the management of my 
IF houſe, that I was going to paſs a few days at 
= Richmond. She approved my deſign, certain 
that 
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that he: could depend on the care and lack 4 
of William. 4 
I inſtantly departed "M the akon © | 
of Lord Rs ſeat, and heard the honorable 


next morning after my arrival I ſaw the villain 
pals, attended only by one ſervant. . 


lane, —with a voice almoſt choaked by my 
emotions, I cried out, Stop, Major!“ he 


« are uſeleſs, I cried, © here are piſtols, take if 
your choice, you know the alternative.“ 4% 
Unfaſhionable huſband !—ſelfiſh friend!“ WF 
„ « cried he, with a ſmile ſo inſulting ſo horrid, Ml 


| my horſe; he did the ſame, we took the 
Þ ground, fired together, my ball entered his 
breaſt, he dropped without a groan - 


Stay 


Major was with him, and alſo that he rode out 
every morning, frequently alone. The very ll 


« My blood boiled, my brain was on fire, 
my piſtols were prepared, and I loſt no time 
in purſuing him. I overtook him in a narrow 


by turned, he ſaw me, and I believe was irreſolute 
1 whether to ſpur on, or meet me, for I ſaw the AP 
trembling wretch change colour. Words 


that I could bear no more, but leaped from 
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Ztay by your maſtar fad William, © I 
W< will ſend immediate help.“ (We rode back 
Sto the village, William called upon a ſur- 
eon and bid him haſten to * Wear and then 
oed me. 
= < 8 was e the tales; m 
ry ſoul ſubſided, a gloomy pleaſure took 
4 poſſeſſion of my heart, and I mechanically fol- 
„ 1 owed the advice of my faithful ſervant ; per- 
ay careleſs what became of myſelf now I 
ad deſtroyed the wretch who had e 
y peace. * 
= © We embarked for Fange Gt a. I 
ravelled thro' Germany, and proceeding to 
Switzerland, I propoſed ſtopping ſome time at 
; Lucerne, Alas! Sir, the black and tempeſ- 
Mt nous paſſions which had hurried me on to 
eeenge, by degrees ſubſided, remorſe ſuc- 
Needed, I had ſent a guilty wretch to appear 
Wbcfore his Maker, polluted: with crimes of the 
Wercateſt magnitude. I ſhuddered at the idea. 
ren the poor deluded penitent, Maria, 
1 appeared in her dying agonies, beſeeching me 
Pot to ſeek for vengeance as [ valued! her 
eternal peace.“ | 


< In 
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In ſhort I grew melancholy, miſerable, 1 
and almoſt deteſted life; both my heart and 
my conſcience told me the baſe kypociiclf 3 
betrayer was unworthy to crawl upon the 
earth, — but yet the death of a man, once ſo J 

very near to my heart, _ heavy on = 
ſpirits. Poe 42 
« But you, even you muſt pity, if not exon- i C1 
erate me; think of my injuries, the wife 1 
adored, the friend I cheriſhed, both, both 3 
baſely betrayed me!—the child I doated on, 
and held to my boſom with parental fondnes ; 
was the offspring * guilt, of treachery unex- 4 
ampled 
« Such is my ſtory, young as I am, you 
ſee me cut off from every hope of happinefs,| 1 c 
eternally tormented with horrid images, ago- 
nizing retroſpections which render life 2% 
curſe, embitter every hour of my exiſtence, 1 
and well juſtify that Gaſpar you ſo ſevereh 
condemned.“ b 
I cannot allow of your concluſion,” ſaid 
Hervey, when Manners had finiſhed his ſtory, 
« I own your injuries have been very great, 4 
en as in the eyes of mankind might ſanction 
the 


8 
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me vengeance that fell on a wretched guilty 
man; tho? in the eye of Heaven the fatal ef- 
fects of intemperate paſſions muſt ever be 
ondemned. But recollect, that the raſh ac- 
ion you was driven to commit by the fever 
of your ſoul, on cool reflection ſtands con- 
aemned by your conſcience, which is not to 
oe hoodwinked by the cuſtoms or opinions of 


Enankind. *T7 then you were the injured ſuf- 

erer; you were wounded deeply by the crimes 
n, of others, but ſelf-reproach and remorſe did 
„ rot aggravate your misfortunes,-—thoſe you 
* Nrew on yourſelf. 

Let, God forbid, but that repentance 
Ju 1 Whould atene, and your provocations have 


6 me weight in the balance againſt your crime, 
0 when the frail nature of man is conſidered, ſo 


ly endued with fortitude to ſtruggle againſt 


= 
0 1 
23 # _ 
az 
a C 1 
A 


5 he impetuoſity of the paſſions; and I truſt 
vou can have no cauſe to © deſpair,” or indo- 


| ently reſign yourſelf to hopeleſs miſery. 

= © Many fair proſpects may yet open to 
3 our view, many happy days be allowed to 
chaſe away the ſorrowful remembrance of paſt 
Z ſufferings,—and tho you cannot poſſibly for- 
get 


= * 
3 
* 
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get © that ſuch things have been,” yet time 
and circumſtance will meliorate affliction, and 1 
- Fepentance throw a veil over the raſh moment 3 
which involved you in the crimes of others.“ 4 
* Ah! Sir,“ cried Manners, © the heart 1 
that has been pierced ſo deeply as mine, can 5 
never taſte of happineſs again! Believe me, it 4 
has been no ſmall effort of reaſon, no inconſi. 3 
- derable ſtruggle between religion and a de- ö 
teſtation of life, that has enabled me to cam Cf 
about this load of affliction thro' a long jour. 4 1 
ney, and into different countries, without de. 
riving one moment's peace, and ſcarcely: :Y 
temporary amuſement to lighten the grief, the | 
corroding pain, which is fixed in my heart.” 
& Well,“ anſwered Hervey, „we will nol 7 
longer dwell on this melancholy ſubject ; I 
offer you all the conſolation that a man whoſe 
fortitude has been ſuperior to adverſity may 
be entitled by experience to beſtow; and 
whoſe conduct, will be found to Juſtify i 
precepts. 
* offer you a reſidence for ſome time nl 
this manſion of peace; that time to depen 
upon. your own exertions to recover the 
| activi itz 4 


1 
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activity of your mind, that you may not be 
carried down the ſtream of indolence, which 
Wat your time of life would prove fatal to every 
4 virtue, unpatdonable in the fight of Heaven, 
nd injurious to the duty you owe to ſociety.” 


1 « accept your hoſpitable kindneſs with 
Woratitude,” replied Manners, you ſhall not 
nnd me incorrigible, or, I hope, inattentive to 
our leſſons, and if I cannot profit by them, at 
rr; leaſt accuſe only the weakneſs of my heart ; for 
ar- I my” inclination and Jonas are at Jour 
le- N diſcretion. T A. 


%s } 
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CHAP. IV. 


HE philoſophic inhabitant of the wood 
exerted all his powers to amuſe, inſtru, 
and ftrengthen the mind of his young gueſt. 
He found a fruitful ſoil implanted by nature, 
for the attainment of every virtue; but the 
ſuperficial knowledge he had acquired at 1 
Eton, was by no means favourable to the 
practice of it. 4 1 

Thoſe who know the vices and follies which 
predominate in all great ſeminaries, know alſo, 4 | 
that after attaining ſome branches of educa- 3 
tion, it becomes highly neceſſary for a good 
tutor, or attentrve parents, to correct the 3 
judgment, the paſſions, and the habits una- i 
voidably 9 by bad examples in their 
jureait | 
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wenile. companions; and not unfrequently, 
dung perſons are ſeduced into evil habits 
Mom an imbecility of mind, unable to ſtand 
b e teſt of oppoſition, or the force of ridicule 
m their leſs ſcrupulous intimates. 

Such being the common conſequences of 
„public ſchools, the morals and manners 

Mauſt be left to the careful and judicious hand 

ga a ſubſequent preceptor,—of ſuch an ad- 
+ Wantage young Manners had been entirely de- 
Fired, by his inconſiderate and unfortunate 
4 arriage; and, devoted to his wife, all his 


t. mes were to promote her happineſs; all his 
e, rſuits, every hour, was given to plan amuſe- 
ef Wents for her, and join his infidious friend in 
it rties of gaiety and pleaſure. 
His affectionate and prudent aunt had ven- 
red ſeveral times tenderly. to remonſtrate 
ich him on the frivolity of his conduct, and 
„ 3 is total neglect of every thing that could tend 
.Y d the information of his mind. He heard her 
ways with reſpect and ſelf-conviction; he 
e . romiſed © he would learn to think and im- 


7 


- 1 


prove the ſeeds of knowledge implanted when 
t {chool.” 


1 


; 
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But, alas! hurried away by love, faſhion, Wl 
and diſſipation, he had no time for ſtudy, for A 
reading dry muſty books; the great volume 
of mankind was before him, gay, agreeable, i 
and trifling, and their allurements to pleaſure 
were infinitely more captivating than the in- 
vitation of moral philoſophers to ſtudy wiſdom 
and practice ſelf-denial. 9 

Thus deluded and hurried away by the 
vortex of faſhion, this unfortunate young man 
gave up his whole ſoul into the hands of his 
wife and his perfidious friend; nor could any 
thing leſs than the dreadful confeſſion of WP 
that unhappy woman, have - awakened him 
from his deluſi ve dream of ſecurity and hap bo 
pineſs, of love and friendſhip. þ vj 

The conſequences that followed are leſs to 
be wondered at than lamented. When we 
reflect on the nature of bis injuries, here, 
where be had treaſured up his heart, where 
love and friendſhip had placed unlimited con- 
fidence, there to meet ſuch perfidy and in- 
gratitude, was indeed ſufficient to ſting the 
ſoul into madneſs, and hurry it beyond all 
bounds of reaſon and controul. | 

Providence 
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Providence had preſerved him from im- 
inent dangers, and had conducted him to 
at ſpot where he was overheard by Hervey; 
Wc only man, perhaps, who was entitled by 

| Wperience, ' a thorough knowledge of the 
orld, and a patient reſignation to the in- 
tice of individuals, to offer that advice and 
ctruction ſo highly important and neceſſary 
e I d this unfortunate young man. 

n A week paſſed rapidly away, every day 
5 4 Wrought a diverſity in their walks, their amule- 
/ 

f 


} nents, and their labours. Hervey cultivated 


A 
sos own garden, and two ſmall encloſures he 
b wad made with infinite toil, to keep a cow 


; hd a large quantity of poultry. . He was 
erer unemployed, for if the weather prevented 


im from going out, he had a ſmall but well 
hoſen number of books; he played on the vi- 


1 un, he taught his daughter drawing, he in- 
WWtructed her in hiſtory and „ and tlie 

3 venings were paſſed in muſic, reading, or- 
4 Wpiquet. 
1 = Manners accompanied him, with admiration 
© | and reverence, in all the variety of his em- 
Ployments; he bluſhed at his own deficiencies, 
and 
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and eagerly ſought improvement from this, to 
him, moſt extraordinary man. Convinced that i 
he muſt have reſided in the world, and mixed 
with the very beſt ſociety, no common ac- 4 
cidents he thought, could have induced him 
to retire from it to a ſpot ſo ſolitary; much leſs 

to conceal his daughter, at her age, from al 
knowledge of mankind. b 
But on the ſubject of his own affairs Hervey 
was profoundly ſilent; and however ardent the 4 0 
ſpirit of curioſity in his gueſt, he was com- 
pelled to reſtrain it, leſt he ſhould give offence 
and be driven from the hoſpitable manſion Wl 
where he experienced conſolation, and from BY 
converſation from whence he drew every hour Y 
inſtruction and delight. 7 1 
The lovely Chriſtina was no leſs an object of 
intereſt and admiration than her worthy father; | 42 
ſhe had not that dazling beauty which had : 3 
before now ſo unhappily ſeized upon his 
ſenſes, — ſhe did not captivate at firſt fight, but 
ſhe grew daily more faſcinating; thoſe charms -l 
which were not obtruſive, ſtole gently into tlic A 
heart and irreſiſtibly engaged the affections-— 
Her 
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Her tender duty to her father, her accom- 
pliſhments, and domeſtic arrangements, were 
equally to be admired; and tho' no brilliant 
ſallies of wit flowed from her lips, ſentiments 
the moſt pure and elegant, chearfulneſs the 
moſt unaffected and delicate, preſided over 
erery word and look when in the preſence of 
1 her father. 6 | 
SK Manners howeyer, had at times obſerved a 
choughtfulneſs, a kind of tender concern ſteal | 
| over her features when Hervey was abſent; 
chat led him to believe and fear, chearfulneſs 
I was not the real inmate of her boſom, how- 
vcr naturally aſſumed in his company; but 
dhe caught the eye of Manners fixed on 
ber face at ſuch times, ſhe would haſtily 
reccover a placidity of countenance, and enter 
into converſation with an caly freedom, as if 
all was at peace within.“ 
I be little girl who aſſiſted her in aha do- 
meſtic concerns, was an orphan they had 
taken from a neighbouring village, whoſe 
parents had once lived decently above the 
common . peaſantry of the country; but 
. WE boſe habitation, by ſome accident taking 
5 VOL. I. = "A | fire, 
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fire, the unfortunate father, in his endea- 
vours to ſave his little property, periſhed in 
the flames; and bis unhappy wife was de- 4 | 
prived of reaſon, and obliged to be confined. 2 
This tale of woe reached the ears of Mr. 
Hervey, and he took charge of the orphan, 
then but five years old. —She had been 
brought up with tenderneſs, and treated 9 
like one of their family. Gratefully ſenſible 
of her obligations, ſhe adored her bene- 
factors, and the ſtudy of her life was to 
obey and oblige them. 1 
This affecting proof of the benevolence il 
of his hoſt encreaſed the eſteem and reſpect 
of Manners for the worthy father and his 
charming daughter; and he had paſſed: three Pp 
weeks in their ſociety, without being ſenſible 
of the ſolitude in which they were im- 
merſed, or feeling any regret after the tu- MW 
multuous pleaſures of the world, 8 
But his tranquillity was of ſhort duration; 
a lively ſuſceptible heart weaken'd by ten- 
derneſs, grief and deſpair, feelingly alive to 
the power of beauty, and a wititgſs every 
hour to ſome new charm that gave: it ad- Az 
A ditional 
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1 ditional graces, could not long defend it- 
eif from faſcination, and a paſſion, if poſ- 
ble, more ardent than ever he had before 
experienced. IT 
.8 Inſenſible to the dangerous ndgtgntcs 
f what he called the moſt perfect eſteem, 
Mie did not chooſe: to inveſtigate the nature 
f his ſentiments; becauſe he believed it 
o be a thing impoſſible that he ſhould 
oer love again after having ſuffered ſuch 
4 3 iiſery from an ill placed affection, and 
3 onfidence ſo cruelly betrayed: But there 
ere eyes of diſcernment that penetrated 
Wir the veil he had thrown over his 
wn judgement, and we of Mir. "Hervey 
ierced into his ſoul. B af 
Alarmed at a diſcovery of emotions which 
ought to have foreſeen might naturally 
ie in the boſom of a ſuſceptible young 
1 man, he trembled at the danger to which he 
; had expoled his daughter; re tho“ on the 
4 Wnoſt ſtrict ſcrutiny into her behaviour, he 
4 aw nothing that could juſtify an appre- 
Jhenſion df an attachment en her ſide; he 
'as convinced that it was neceſſary to put 
| | D 2 an 
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an immediate concluſion to this dangerous 
intimacy which mikiated agaioft his views 
and inclinations. 

He had | paſſed a Mleepleſs night in 
forming meaſures to get rid of his gueſt, 
without an appearance of rudeneſs or caprice. 
After having given an invitation limiting his 
refidence with them to his own choice, on 
what pretence could he require his abſence, 
when he ſeemed ſo perfectly ſatisfied, and 
when his converſation and reſpeAful de- 
meanour, entitled him to an encreaſed regard ? 

Only one way. to anſwer his wiſhes ap- 
peared likely to ſucceed, which was to 
announce to him the engagements he had 
made for his child: tho' it was very re- 
pugnant to At feelings to diſcloſe cir- 
cumſtances he knew muſt recal many painful 
ideas ſuch as he had long ſtruggled to 
ſubdue by the exertions of reaſon' and 
fortitude, befides the unpleaſantneſs of 
committing himſelf to a ſtranger. 5 
An anxiety not uſual with him, had its 
effects on his countenance in the morning ;— 
Manners obſerved it with a mixture of 

ſurpriſe 
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ſurpriſe and concern. After breakfaſt they 
walked into the garden, Hervey ſtill ſilent; 
the other began the converſation by ad- 
miring the beauty of the morning, the 
ſerenity of their lives, and the tranquillity 
which the ſons of nature enjoyed in cul- 
tivating the earth with minds undiſturbed 
by all the wild - irregular defires which 
reigned in the boſoms of thoſe who lived 
in the gay tumultuous word. 
„True,“ feplied Hervey, © the humble 
ſhepherd, the induſtrious farmer, have no 
wiſhes beyond the boundary of their ſimple 
domains; health and induſtry afford to 
them every enjoyment of life—but then, 
they were born in the lap of frugality; 
accuſtomed from infancy to work, and to 
form no ideas ſeparate from their flocks 
and their fields. | 
The perfect content they enjoy, can 
never be felt by thoſe who have mixed with 
ſociety in great cities, who have revelled in 
the diſſipations of the world, and taſted every 
luxury that riches can beſtow. 
D 3 * The 
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* The bounteous Creator has, indeed; gra- 
ciouſly benign, beſtowed his gifts indiſcrimi- 
nately on the whole race of mankind :—The 
glorious fun, the mild radiance of the moon, 
the varying ſeaſons, and the beautiful face of 
nature, ſmiles on the 2 equally as on 
the king. 

„ Tis the paſſions, the indulgencies al 
fallies of man that bave marked the difference 
between them; and while thoſe gifted by 
fortune riot in the luxuries of wealth, which 
are productive of diſeaſe, inquietude, laſſitude, 
and the moſt baneful paſſions, the ſons of 
nature and of temperance, accuſtomed to 
labour, to exerciſe, and to a boundary 
of their wiſhes, ſtrangers to the artificial 
wants of pride and indolence, enjoy 
health, vigor, peace of mind, and that 
tranquillity of ſoul, unknown, to the pupils 
of the gay world; and never attainable by 
the votaries of gigen and faſhion.“ 
Pardon me,“ cried Manners, © if I cannot 
abſolutely ſubſcribe to the infallibility of your 
theſis. I do not think it poſſible that the 
happieſt of your mountain peaſants can taſte 
more 
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more true atisfation. i in the culture of his 
fields, in the care of his flocks, than 1 do, 
when affiſting you in your cuſtomary occu- 
pations in the garden, and in the fields; and 
returning warm and active by exerciſe, to en- 
joy the delightful hours devoted to inſtructive 
converſation, and innocent amuſement.— No, 
tis impoſſible that the happineſs of an illi- 
terate peaſant can equal mine.” _ 

« You are deceived, returned Hervey, 
gravely, © a fondneſs for variety, new ſcenes, 
and new ideas, may occupy and delight the 
mind for a time; but believe me, the man : 
who has lived in the world, who has youth, 
fortune, and connections to make him a de- 
ſirable member of ſociety, that man will in a 
ſnort time droop over the ſtill tranquillity of 
a country life, and feel that vacuum in his 
mind, that liſtleſſneſs in his diſpoſition, which 
only can be removed by activity and ſociety. 

*I already blame myſelf for having detained 
you ſo long in this ſolitary ſpot. - I flatter 
myſelf that you have ſo far profited by the 
leſſons of experience, as to have caſt from 
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your mind for evet, that gloomy deſpair ſo 
unpardonable in the fight of heaven. 
Lou have duties to fulfil on earth; you 
have the power to atone for former errors, by 
future benefits. You have youth and riches; 
you can feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and help the widow and fatherleſs. *Tis by 
ſuch duties you muſt enfure tranquillity to 
your mind, and evince. your gratitude to your 
creator, who has given you thoſe riches in 
truſt for others; who has lately preſerved you 
from deſtruction in the moſt ſignal manner. 
To waſte the gay ſeaſon of your youth in un- 
profitable indolence, is a crime againſt the 


bounties of heaven; and I ſhould ill deſerve 


the name of friend, if I prefered my on gra- 
tification, by keeping you here, to the claims 
of the unfortunate who may derive benefit 
from your fortune, and the leſſons which af- 
fliction muſt have engraven on your heart.” 

« What then!” cried Manners, incon- 
ceivably ſurpriſed and ſhocked, © what then, 
do you wiſh me to leave you ?—have I been 
inattentive to your inſtructive leſſons? have 
N '1 
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been idle, or have I unknowingly offended 
you, that you deſire to drive me from you? 
J have nothing to accuſe you of,“ an- 
ſwered Hervey, © on the contrary, I have the 
moſt perfect eſteem for you that our ſhort ac- 
quaintance can warrant: *tis that eſteem 
which dictates to me, my duty, and your's. 
Your ſuperficial knowledge of mankind made 


you the dupe of an artful young man, who. 


got rid of an intended -martiage, diſagreeable 
to him merely from a ſpirit of caprice and 
contradiction, at your expence, by the for- 
feiture of your honour, and the ſacred rights 
due to your hoſpitable entertainer, whoſe 
views you were no ſtranger to. 

<« This firſt error of youthful Anpetücdey was 
followed by another, ſtill more weak and un- 
pardonable, that of ſeparating you from your 
aunt; and permitting a gay young man, with 
the additional charms of a red coat and cock- 
ade, fo irrefiſtible in the eyes of ſome women, 
to become almoſt an inmate of your houſe. 
I would not,” continued Hervey, * recal 
thoſe unpleaſant circumſtances to your re- 


collection, with the unhappy conſequences. | 


D 5 attached 


Fs N - * is Lo 


25 hg 2 


— 8 : 


2 
a 


a 


+ 


">. ; 


DT 


58 "THE VALLEY OF 


attached to them, but that I hope you have 
acquired firmneſs of mind to profit by painful 
experience, and fortitude to bear thoſe evils 

that are paſt remedy, and to endeavour hence- 
forth to regulate your conduct as becomes 
your character and ſituation in life. 

Jou told me that you expected letters 
to meet you at Lucern: you have not yet 
heard from your good aunt, who muſt un- 
doubtedly have ſuffered much affliction on 

the receipt of your letter, announcing the 
fatal event, that drove you from your coun- 
try. Have you no. curiofity to know the 
conſequences that followed? how can you be 
certain that the Major was actually killed? 
he might fall without being mortally 
wounded.” | 0 
Manners, who had liftened with much 
emotion, and no ſmall impatience, for ſome 
time, here cried out eagerly, © No, no, he 
could not eſcape with life; the contents of my 
piſtol were lodged in his body, he fell to riſe 
no more! But why, why, harrow up my foul 
by this : uſeleſs and painful recognition of 
events that I have been endeavouring to blot 
from 
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from my memory?—lIs this the office of a 
friend?“ 

« Moſt certainly,” replied Hervey, &« all 
my arguments have tended to render thoſe 
events uſeful leſſons that may influence your 
future conduct, not to obliterate the remem- 
brance of them: Our errors ought not to be 
forgotten, but recolle&ed as beacons to warn 
us from the ſame dangerous paths that have 

heretofore proved ſo. fatal in our journey 

thro' life. 

« Well,” ſaid 3 ſighing, I am to 
conclude from all this, that you think I ought | 
to go to Lucern; that you wiſh me to leaye 
you. | 

Ves,“ returned Hervey, © an active life 
beſt befits your age; ſolitude will beget in- 
dolence, and a vacuity of mind dangerous to 
youth, becauſe it enervates them, and renders 
them 1ncapable of great or good actions. In 
truth, my young friend, tis time we /hould 
ſcharate, without entering into any further 


diſcuſſions on the ſubject. I will accompany 
you to the neighbouring village, procure you 


2 guide and horfes to Lucern. You have 
| letters 
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letters of credit, and they will always prove 
paſſports to recommendation. Thoſe moun- 
tains, the precipices from which you ſo mi- 
raculouſly deſcended unhurt, are parts of 
Mount St. Gothard; to aſcend them from 
this fide of the country would be attended 
with infinite toil and danger, nor is it neceſ- 
ſary, as going a ſafer road will not make more 
than three leagues difference.” 

I knew not,” ſaid Manners, mournfully, 
ſcarce knowing what anſwer to make, I 
knew not that you ever went to the village 
you ſpeak of, or converſed with any one 
this retreat of your's is not then quite ſo ſo- 
litary as I was led to believe.“ 

On the ſkirts of this wood,” — 
Hervey, and at the entrance to the village, 
five miles from hence, ſtands a convent, the 
Abbeſs of. which is related to my Chriſtina, 
by her beloved and ever to be regretted mo- 
ther. Tis thro' her intereſt I ſhall procure 
you every accommodation that you. can wiſh 
for. The Confeſſor to that holy afylum is a 
worthy man, he will aſſiſt you to the utmoſt 


of your deſires.” 
=y 
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« ] ſee,” ſaid Manners, with ſome degree 
of haughtineſs and aſperity, which the other 
did not chuſe to notice, I ſee that you 
have formed your lan, and as it ſeems I 
have intruded too long on your hoſpitality, 
I am ready to accede to it whenever you 
pleaſe—to-morrow,—to-night.” 

« No,” replied Hervey, coolly, not i- 
day, to-morrow, if the weather 1s favourable, 
I will attend you.” 

The other made no anbver, he was loſt in 

2 painful reverie; the form of Chriſtina ſtood 
before him, and the idea that he ſhould fee 
her no more, gave a ſudden pang, to his heart, 
and diſcovered to him a ſecret he had been 
wilfully blind to—that he was again become 
faſceptible of love; and that only diſappoint- 
ment and deſpair were attached to the paſſion 
he had ſo inſenſibly nouriſhed in his boſom. 

Silent and dejected he returned to the 
houſe; the converſation of Hervey ſeemed 
inſupportably tedious, and only drew from 
him monoſyllables, often not analogous to his 
ſentiments. The penetration of Hervey was 
not at a loſs to deduce the nature of his 
feelings; 
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feelings; he ſaw and pitied the conflict: of a 
too ſenſible heart, and felt little leſs pain in 
the infliction of ſorrow, than poor Manners 
experienced from the contrariety of emotions 
that diſtracted his breaſt. ; 

The amiable Chriſtina caught the conta- 
gion of melancholy that preſided over the 
features of her father and his gueſt; ſhe ſaw 
ſomething had happened to give uneaſineſs to 
both; yet her beloved parent ſpoke to Man- 
ners with an air of affection, and a voice of 
tenderneſs; the other was reſpectful, but his 
anſwers were conſtrained, his converſation not 

voluntary, and his looks dejected. 

It was the firſt cheerleſs meal they had 
paſſed together, and when it ended, Manners 
withdrew to the garden, unable any longer to 
conceal the anguiſh of his ſoul, or bear the 
tender ſcrutiny of Chriſtina's eyes. 

Hervey ſeized the opportunity to inform 
his daughter, that their young gueſt would 
leave them the following day to proceed on 
his travels. A glance he threw on her, as he 


left the room immediately on. the communi- 


cation, convinced him beyond a doubt, that 
ö i * , her 
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her heart ſympathiſed with poor Manners, 
and that he had been guilty of an irreparable 
error, in domeſticating thoſe two young people 
together, whoſe amiability of perſons, and 
uniſon of minds, candid, open, and unſuſ- 
picious, might naturally have attracted mu- 
tual regard. He deplored the conſequence 
of his imprudence, but had only now to ſe- 
parate them as ſpeedily as poſſible. 

Mean time Manners had been revolving on 
the conduct of his hoſt, and began to think 
that he too might have diſcovered the ſecret, 
until that day not developed to himſelf. This 
idea inſpired him with hope, Perhaps,” ſaid 
he, mentally, (knowing my fortune and rank 
in ſociety, he may believe I would. not con- 
deſcend to marry a young woman brought up 
in obſcurity, and apparently. without fortune; 
and therefore tis that he drives me hence, 
fearing the lively promptitudgof my paſſions. 

« Ah! he little knows how much I have 
profited by his converſation and knowledge, 
and how greatly I admire his charming daugh- 
ter,—ſuch a companion in an elegant re- 
tirement would bound all my wiſhes, make me 
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full amends for the misfortunes of my life, Mt 
and enable me to look with contempt on all A 
the frivolous amuſements that __ our tl 
minds in great capitals.“ Cc 

Young and ſanguine, he inſtantly realized i © 
his ideas, and beheld himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
happineſs and Chriſtina, when from this pleaſ- 
ing illufion he was rouſed by the approach of 
Hervey. Ideal happineſs had given him cou- 
rage, he met his friend with a ſparkling eye, 
and an animated countenance that ſpoke vo- 
lumes and aſtoniſhed Hervey before he ad- 
dreſſed him. | PHE, 

But when the ardent lover entreated. his 
patient ear, confefled his love, and offered 
either ta preſent Chriſtina, as his wife, to the 
world of faſhion, or to renounce it for ever 
and hve with them in any part of the globe, to 
make any ſettlements, and to ſubmit his future 
conduct to the directing hand of his friend 
and father; when inſpired with love and 
hope he grew eloquent, and purſued his point 
with an eagerneſs which difcovered that his 
whole heart was in the ſubje& ;—what an in- 
—— gloom pervaded the features of 

Hervey !— 
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Hervey In a voice marked by uncommon 
auſterity he aſked, Aud have you, Sir, made 
theſe offers to my davghter,—is it with Jer 
conſent you make ſuch propoſals to me? 
« No,” anſwered Manners, almoſt petrified 
with his ſevere air, no, I have not preſumed 
to addreſs the lovely Chriſtina without firſt ob- 
taining your permiſſion to do ſo; nor till this 
T day, that the fear of a ſeparation unfolded to 
me the fervent affection that has poſſeſſion of 
my ſoul, did I inveſtigate truly the nature of 
my ſentiments.— I aſk only permiſſion to at- 
tach myſelf to her, and endeavour to gain her 
valuable heart; if fucceſsful J ſhall be the moſt 
7 fortunate of mankind, but if her fentiments 
rte not in my favour, ah! then drive me from 
; you, I will no longer intrude on her or you.“ 
; « Unhappy young man?” cried Hervey, 
with a groan that ſtartled Manners, © what a 
variety of diſappointments will the impetu- 
ofity of your paffions draw on your head! how 
variable that mind that can ſo foon forget what 
you have ſuffered by a too haſty, ill-placed 
affection; and plunge again headlong into the 
ſame 
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ſame gulph that ſo lately threatened to deſtroy 
your peace and eternal happineſs !_ 
From my very ſoul I pity you, but take 


care, do not force me to deſpiſe you :—reſume 


yourſelf, ſhake off this weakneſs of a ſuſceptible 


heart, — this illuſion of the; ſenſes.— Travel, 
ſee the world, acquire knowledge; — ſeek to 
improve your underſtanding and mature your 
judgment. Lou are a ſtranger to yourſelf, 
you have every good ſeed that may tend to 


a growth of virtue, but you ſubmit blindly to 
the impulſe of paſſion, and your beſt propen- 
ſities are thrown into the ſhade. 


“Poor Manners !”* added he, in a ſofter 


tone, and taking his hand, while the other 


{ſtood motionleſs. and paſſive, © think me not | 


a ſevere monitor, or an unfeeling man; I have 
truly a regard for you, I even look forward to 
a meeting ſome time hence, when you. will feel 
inclined: to do juſtice to the motives of my 
conduct, tho' it now militates againſt your 
wiſhes, and appears to you unreaſonable. 
My young friend, you muſt defart lo- 
morrow, I rely on your honour that you wall 
not communicate to Chriſtina your ſen- 
timents 
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timents in her favour, or one word of this 

converſation.“ wo 128 | 
« Fear me not, Sir,” anſwered he, in a voice 
choaked by grief, pride, and reſentment, this 
heart ſhall burſt before you ſhall accuſe-me of 
inhoſpitably ſeeking to enſnare the affections 
of your child, nor will J intrude longer when 
convinced I am an unwelcome gueſt. Your 
orders,” and he ſaid the words haughtily, 
« Your orders ſhall be obeyed, I i depart - 
tomorrow. Why not this inſtant? there is 
time to reach the village before night.. 

„Still raſh and haſty,” ſaid Hervey, taking 

hold of his arm,” my young friend, you 
think me unkind, inhoſpitable, and rigid; 
ſome time hence, if yo fileaſe, you - ſhall 
know me better, it ſhall, be your own fault 
if we do not- correſpond thro? the good father 
I will introduce you to; and to juſtify my 
conduct, n ſome degree, know, that Curiſina 
is engaged. | 
Engaged * repeated Mn Tes, 
engaged from her earlieſt infancy,” © How,-— 
you! you form engagements for your child 
before the dawning of reaſon !—Arbitrary, 
compulſive 
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compulſive bonds that fetter the innocent un- 
ſuſpicious mind, before the heart can make its 
election Heavens! how am I deceived in 
you! but does the devoted CO does 
ſhe approve?” _ 

__ « Excuſe me, faid Hervey, interrupting 
him, I am not accountable to any man for 
my actions, nor is it neceſſary to ſpeak further 


on the ſubje& ; the deſtiny of my child is 


fixed, and tis to ſpare you and myſelf future 
inquietude that I am compelled to relinquiſh 
the pleaſure of your ſociety fooner than I wiſh, 
but not 700 ſoon for your repoſe and honour.” 

« ] ſubmit,” returned Manners, with a 


figh he could not repreſs, © whatever becomes | 


of me, may the moſt perfect happineſs be the 
portion of the lovely Chriſtina.” 

Hervey turned from him and walked haftily 
forward, but in a few moments ſtopped and 
looking back ſaw his unhappy gueſt leaning 
dejectedly againſt a tree, he returned to him. 

« You give me pain,” {aid he, in a faltering 
voice, © the ſenſibility of your heart is a miſ- 
fortune that requires the exertions of reaſon 
and fortitude to counteract, and render it a 

bleſſing 
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bleſſing to yourſelf and others, Rouſe your- 
ſelf from this enervating weakneſs, and learn 
to govern your feelings, if you cannot ſubdue 
them. | | | N 
« Ah!” cried Manners, “with what facility 
can a mind at eaſe give advice, but how dif- 
ficult for the wretched to follow it:—But I 
have done, the effort ſhall be made, and as 
you have promiſed that if it be not © my own 
„fault, I ſhall know you better,” I will en- 
deavour to deſerve your confidence; I will try 
to act agreeably to the leſſons you have in- 
culcated, and I will bear the load of life with 
patience and reſignation to that divine Pro- 
vidence which has doomed me to be a wretch 
for ever. e 
Unjuſt and impious concluſion!ꝰ cried 
Hervey, Heaven has been moſt bountiful to 
you, has formed you to taſte every rational 
felicityz 'tis your paſſions that have over- 
thrown————" „Spare me,” ſaid Manners, 
haſtily interrupting him, “you have already 
ſaid all that is neceſſary on that ſubject, let 
me leave you as @ friend; ſooth at leaſt the 
ſorrows that oppreſs me, let me have the con- 
ſolation 


4 


14% * 


* * 
A * . . A, 
E 1 4 E N = » 
E - [> 
o — - | -- & 2 

— pe. oy 

> N 1 WY - F2 

—— * 2 * * wn . . hs 

*: — 2 * 5 . 8 - 
: — 2 CS 
_ 


* 
1 
1 
* 
E 
*. 
* 
F 
1 


2 
8 
5 
11 
66 
b . 


————— ̃ —ñ ” 


„ 


EAA ˙—— ———— — —— mo 
— * . — * — » __ — — 


70 HE VALLEY OF 


folation of carrying with me your affection 
and compaſſion, that * may ſtimulate 
me to deſerve your eſteem.“ n 

ee warmly embraced him — © forgive 

e, ſaid he, © the pain I have occaſioned 
100 this morning; aſſure yourſelf of my re. 
gard and good wiſhes. I leave you to recover 
your compoſure,” and alſo my o20x. Believe 
me, you have fellow ſufferers in misfortune; 
but complaints are beneath the dignity of 
man: patience and fortitude are the duties of 
a chriſtian.” With theſe words impreſſively 
pronounced, he quitted Manners, and returned 
to the houſe. 


Afflicted and diſappointed, Manners looked | 


after him with a mixed ſenſation of reſent- 
ment and admiration. Deeply as he had 
wounded him, much as he was mortified by 
his reproofs, there was a ſuperiority in his 
looks, a dignified - compoſure in his air and 
manner, that inſpired eſteem and reverence. 
No common cauſes, he thought, could have 
driven ſuch a man from ſociety. The filence 


he had perſevered in, reſpecting his family 


and. former ſituation, had been ſo impoſing, 
that 


— 
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hat it was impoſſible to aſk him a ſingle 
queſtion; and tho' Manners had very frankly 
ommitted himſelf, it had not produced reci- 
procal confidence; and this reſerve, in a mind 
ſo much ſuperior to any he had ever - met 
with, impreſſed a reſpect and conſiderat ion that 
ffectually precluded impertinent curioſity. 

« To recover compoſure,” repeated Man- 
ners, Yes, when memory is - loſt, - when 
apathy has taken hold of my feelings, and old 


age has laid its icy hand on my ſenſes, then I 
may regain compoſure, and taſte of tran- 
quillity; but before that ſo mnch dreaded 
period can arrive, my tumultuous heart will 
ceaſe to beat,” 
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much emotion, © you are ill, yet © you leave 
* us to-morrow!” „t muſt be ſo,” returned 
he, with a look that made the timid Chriſtin 
throw her eyes on the ground, «I hope then,” 
ſaid ſhe, haſtily paſſing him, I hope you will 
recover health and happineſs,” 
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« Grief is not to be dispelled hastily, nor will it easily yiel{ dw 

, to the cold and unfeeling sentiments of comfortles bis 
philosophy.“ 

lod 

| 5 2 dr 

E walked ſlowly to the houſe, at the we 

1 1 door he met Chriſtina, ſhe was going en 

into the garden for a ſallad, they both ſtarted, WM th 

* are you not well?” aſked ſhe, with an air of bi 

tender ſolicitude, O, no,” replied Manners, MW ea 

quite thrown off his guard, © I ſhall never be Mur 

well again; yet I muſt leave you to-morrow.” he 

Leave us to-morrow !”* ſhe repeated with {Mar 


Manners 
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Manners looked after her for a moment, 
then turning into her “ fairy parlour,” he 
threw himſelf into a chair ſo greatly agitated, 
that for ſome moments his ſenſes forſook him; 
and when recollection returned, he ſaw only 
the lovely intereſting Chriſtina, her voice 
dwelt on his ear, her words were imprinted on 
his heart. | | 

He remained alone for ſome time, he 
looked round the room ornamented with her 
drawings, decorated by her hands with ſhell- 
work, artificial flowers, and many taſteful 
embelliſhments; and whilſt his eyes devoured 
thoſe proofs of an elegant cultivated genius, 
buſy memory repeated, © Chriſtina is en- 
WW caged!” He ſtarted from the chair, cwght 
be up a ſmall bouquet of roſes and lillies, which 
he put into his boſom, and flew. to his own 
th Wapartment, unſeen by any one. | 
ve This. was not the day on which Chriſtina 
ed entertained company in her own room; his 
m theft therefore could not be obſerved, and he 
triumphed in poſſeſſing thoſe flowers formed 
by her fancy, and executed by her hands. 
Vo. . E. They 
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They met at the uſual hour to ſupper; it 
was no longer the chearful meal of anirnating 
converſation, and reciprocal pleaſure: a filent 
dejection | pervaded every countenance, and 
when either of them was prompted by neceſ. 


ſity, or a wiſh to relieve the general inqui- 


etude, to break the painful ſilence, it was 
evidently an exertion that did violence to the 
feelings of the heart. 

The lovely Chriftina agitated by unuſual 
emotions, ſcarcely able to define the nature 
of theſe agitations, yet oppreſſed by the ſor: 
rowful remembrance that Manners had faid, 
< he ſhould never be well again,” and that 


probably, nay almoſt aſſuredly, this was the 


laſt meal they ſhould ever partake together, 
placed the painful tenderneſs that filled her 
boſom, and the tears that ſtood trembling in 
her eyes, to compaſſion for a young man, 


whoſe early diſappointments in his journey} 


thro” life, threatened to embitter every ſuc- 
ceeding hour of his exiſtence. 

Alas! the amiable, unſuſpecting girl, was 
not conſcious that her heart participated in 


his misfortunes—that ſhe was deeply intereſted 
in 
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in every ſigh that iſſued from his breaſt and 


that involuntarily her own feelings were re- 


ſponſive to his. A ſtranger equally to the 
emotions and language of love, ſhe knew not 
the nature of her own ſentiments; nor could 


divine the ſource from whence ſprang the ex- 


treme ſorrow and diſtreſs that were viſible in 
the features of poor Manners, - and appeared 
to diſtract his mind. | 

Hervey ſaw their mutual concern, and felt, 
if poſſible, more anguiſh than he had inflicted. 
He made ſeveral efforts to engage in conver- 
ſation, and divert his young auditors from the 
indulgence of ſecret grief; but his heart was 


Wnot on his lips—his words were forced, lan- 


guid, and unintereſting. Slight monoſyllables, 
and filent acquieſcence, were all he could ob- 
tain from either. i | | | 
In this cheerleſs way paſſed the hours that 
heretofore had been enlightened with conver- 
fation, that tended equally to entertainment 
and improvement. They ſeparated early, and 
Manners retired to his apartment, in his own 
opinion the moſt wretched of mankind. 


E 2 x After 


76 TRE VALLEY or 


After a fleepleſs night, he aroſe with thy 
firſt dawning of day. He had few prepar. 
tions to make for his journey the kindneſ 
of Hervey had ſupplied him with all the ne. 
ceſſaries he had wanted during his abode i 
that ſolitude; but his pride revolted again 
further obligations, unleſs he might be allowed 
to repay them in a pecuniary way, and he re. 
ſolved to accept of no favours from a man, 
who had actually forced. him from his houſe. 
It is difficult to decide againſt ourſelves ni 
an affair of juſtice - and ſentiment :. Mannen 
felt more indignation than gratitude; he ac: 
cuſed his benevolent hoſt of ſuſpicion, caprice 
and he was inclined to believe, of tyranny, uf 
engaging the hand of his daughter, before (he 
was capable of diſcriminating merit; and then 
ſecluding her from ſociety, that her hear 
might make no election, and her perſon be 
conſigned over, indifferent at leaſt, to tht 
man who at ſo early a period of life, could notf 
have preferred ier, either from inclination of 
eſteem. 
Occupied by theſe ideas, he ſtrolled into 
the garden, where he indulged equal regret 
and 
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njuries, added to his recent diſappointment; 
and he was found by Hervey, traverſing the 
garden with haſty and irregular ſteps, and a 
:ountenance expreſſive of the _ turbulent 
motions. 

| The intelligent mind of "I entered at 
once into the cauſe of theſe agitations; he pi- 
tied the weakneſs of a too ſuſceptible heart 
Funder the dominion of violent paſſions. Not 
repulſed, therefore, by the forbidding air and 
old ſalute of his gueſt, he gently ſeized his 


ſeful information to a man travelling in a 
Witrange country; let the few hours we are per- 
Wnitted to paſs together, afford us mutual 
ſatisfaction.“ 


Manners, with a ſtern and ſcornful look : *“ My 
We conflicts of your mind, but I would have 


reti ou exert the powers of your underſtanding, 
na E 3 to 


and reſentment, which worked him up to a 
egree of frenzy, by a retroſpection of paſt. 


arm, my dear Manners, I came in ſearch of 
Hou, I have many things to ſay that may be 


«* Permitted to pals together,” repeated 


Wyoung friend,” reſumed Hervey, © do juſtice 
to the ſincerity of my regard for you; I pity 


to tranquillize your feelings :—A feeble indul. 


* 
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gence of our paſſions is unworthy of a rational 
creature, and militates equally againſt Pro. 
vidence, and that ſhare of reaſon, which diſtin- 
guiſhes man from the animal creation. 

I blame my own conduct,“ continued he, 
obſerving the other made no attempt to in. 
terrupt him, © I condemn that reſerve in my- 
{elf which has contributed to your preſent in- 
quietude.— I ought to have been candid and 


communicative; but your youth and impe- 
tuoſity ſealed my lips, and I forgot the natur 


attractions of the heart, the faſcination of 
youth and beauty, when I invited you to 


remain in my dwelling. 


Dear Manners, my indiſcretion has been] 


productive of much pain and uſeleſs regret to 


us both ; I hofie it extends no farther. I have | 


employed myſelf ſome nights in tracing on 


paper the few events of my life, which in ther 


conſequences have driven me to make choice 


of this folitude as the moſt proper aſylum for 


Chriſtina and myſelf. 

« When you read my memoirs you will ceaſe 
to accuſe me; you will even reſpect the motives 
| that 
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that now haſten your departure from our 
ſociety. Lou will learn that the evils of life 
are the common lot of humanity, and that we 
only differ from one another by the uſe of 
our reaſon, by reſignation and fortitude to 
ſtruggle with the ls, incident in g 
or other, to every fallible being.“ | 
That fame ſuſceptibility which wounded 
the peace of Manners by exaggerating every 
evil, operated equally to ſoften the aſperity of 
his reſentment, when thus addreſſed in a mild 
and affectionate tone, by a man whoſe ſuperior 
air and manner impoſed reſpect and attention. 
A flood of tenderneſs overpowered his heart; 
he reſted his hand and his head on the ſhoul- 
der of Hervey, © Do not deſpiſe me,” ſaid he, 
in a voice ſcarcely audible, I am the weakeſt 
of mankind : Outraged by nusfortunes, cruelly 


| deceived and wronged in every tie that en- 


twines about the ſoul, I have no longer the 
power to ſtruggle againſt the feelings of the 
heart; no ſtrength of mind to appreciate 
your generous remonſtrances and advice; and 
when J pronuſe to endure a hated exiſtence, 
it is to enſure to myſelf a life of wretchedneſs 
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that can admit of no ray of hope to illumine 


my future. proſpects, for all there 15 dark and 
cheerleſs for ever.” 

Lou are then incapable of feeling the 
nobleſt pleaſures of the ſoul,” returned Her. 
vey, you are inſenſible to the delight of 
raiſing the ſuffering heart from diſtreſs, of 
communicating happineſs to others, becauſe 
you have unhappily ſtrayed from the path 
that leads to it yourſelf! 

«O, my friend, let not the ſelfiſh mono- 
polſer, grief, harden your heart and render it 
callous to the woes of others! Step out of 
yourſelf, take a view of ſuffering humanity in 
the various. towns you travel thro', let your 
beart fympathize with, and your purſe relieve | 
the wretched; enjoy the unſpeakable tranſ- 
port of aſſiſting the aged, the ſick, the un- 
fortunate, and the deſolate widow and fa- 
therleſs; do this, which with economy and 
diſcrimination, you have ſo largely the power 
to do, and then tell me, hereafter, if exiſt- 
ence is no bleſſing, and if the mind of man 


was formed only for ſelfiſn conſiderations.” 
«« My 
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« My friend, my monitor!” exclaimed, 
anners, you have conquered my ſtubborn . 
and ingrateful heart !—Yes, I will fly from 

yſelf!—You have exemplified, in your con- 
duct to me, the divine truth, that © man was 


«.not born for himſelf alone.“ If I cannot be 
happy in myſelf, I will, at leaſt. endeayour to 
uſe Winake others ſo; and deduce this advantage 


from my misfortunes, that the money I might 
have diſſipated in riot. and. extravagance, ſhall. 
be devoted to afliſt the induſtrious, and ſoften 
the rigours that poverty and ſickneſs may in · 
fict on the indigent — And, oh! may you 
and your amiable daughter, the- too lovely 
Chriſtina, may you participate of every bleſſ- 
ing in life !—may' the deftiny-/o early Seed, | 
. prove to her a ſource of never-ending I — 
n- may the happy man 22 
a- Stop,“ ſaid Hervey,. © you are running: 
d into an error,—there,” added he, taking a 
er parcel of papers from his pocket, there is 
- my memoirs, read them in your leiſure wad, 
n! have been ſome days copying it from a jour- 
nal, You will draw from thence an illuſtration) 
of all my precepts; you will ſee that diffi- 
Wis - culties 
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culties, misfortunes, and perplexing unavoid. 
able incidents, inimical to peace and happinek 
in this life, are attached to mankind in ge. 
neral—But I am wearying you by repetitions, 
let the ſubject drop. we will join my daugh- 
ter at the breakfaſt table. I need not, I truſt, 
recommend to you to ſtruggle againſt that 
{educive tenderneſs of voice and manner which 
penetrates thro' a heart of delicate ſenſibility; 
reſet her fieace, aſſume an appearance of 

tranquillity, and entitle yourſelf to my eſteem 
and gratitude.” 

A heartfelt figh was the only reply poor 
Manners was capable of giving utterance to. 
They entered the room together, and found the | 
lovely Chriſtina ſeated at the table in a pen- 
hve attitude, and with a peculiar air of ſad- 
neſs that clouded eytry feature. She ſtarted 
on their entrance, and endeavoured to recover 
her uſual compoſure by. buſying herſelf in the 
preparations for their morning repaſt. Manners 
alſo ſeemed earneſt in his endeavours to repreſs 
the emotions that ſwelled to his throat, and 
choaked his ann | 
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Hervey was far from being inſenſible 
to their mutual diſtreſs, and knew how to 
appreciate the generous efforts of both to 
conceal their inward anguiſh, in n m 
with his advice. 

“One of the moſt painful occurrences 
we are ſubje& to thro? life,” ſaid he, is 
yet one of the moſt common, and therefore 
ought not, philoſophically ſpeaking, to create 
either ſurpriſe or concern—I mean parting; 
between friends, and a neceflary ſeparation: 
from-thoſe we love and eſteem; particularly 
when the calls of honour, or intereſt demand 
the ſacrifice. = 
« Tis à ſelfiſh regret. ſurely; but the 
1- weakneſs of the human mind is but too 
apt to indulge its own wiſhes ' and views, 
independent of what is due to the ſituation, 
and indiſpenſable duties of others. | 

This faulty ſelf-gratification,” continued 
he, throwing his hand lightly on the ſhoulder: 
of Manners, I cannot wholly diveſt my- 
ſelf of, now when we are about to loſe your 
lociety; but I hope, both Chriſtina and 
myſelf, _ have ſufficient generoſity to prefer 
the 
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the honour and advantage of our friend, to 
our indulgence. 

* Our duties are far apart from each other; 
you. are called upon, - by ſociety, by fortune, 
and the claims it impoſes upon humanity 
and ſocial love, to mix with the world, and 
communicate happineſs to ethers;—we have 
no ſuch claims upon us, a mediocrity of 
fortune leaves little in our power to benefit 
others; without friends, unknown and unre- 
garded, we have only to ſlide gently thro” 
life, and dedicate our days to the ſervice of 
our creator, whilſt we thankfully enjoy the 
humble bleſſings we pofleſs.” 

40“ cried Manners with fervour, < how 
_ enviable your deſtiny! why muſt the man of 
affluence be denied participating in your 
ſerene pleaſures, and be precluded from ex- 
tending your: benevolence to the poor pea- 
ſantry whoſe miſerable huts ſurround theſe, 
and the neighbouring mountains?” 

41 have already ſpoken my ſentiments 
on this head,” returned. Hervey gravely.— 
Chriſtina aroſe, the lucid drop trembled in 
ker eye, ſhe could not truſt to her voice at 

that 
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that moment, and ſhe aſſiſted her little 
protogee 1n clearing the table. | 

Manners withdrew for a few minutes leaving 
the father and daughter together —On his 


return he prepared for his departure. He 


obſerved a fixed compoſure in the features 
of the latter, while affection and fortitude 
ſeemed ſtruggling for pre-eminence in the 
countenance of Hervey. 

With a faultering ſtep, and repreſſed emo- 
tions that trembled on his tongue, poor 
Manners advanced to take leave of the lovely 
maid ſo dear to his heart, and from whom he 
was on the point of being ſeparated for ever. 
He took her hand, kiſſed it with a ſigh that 
almoſt burſt its priſon doors. | 

« Amiable and ever eſteemed. Chriftina,. 
whoſe virtues and graces I ſhall ever cheriſh in 
my heart, adieu! Adieu, my charming friend, 
may every poſſible felicity be uninterruptedly 
your's !—may you be as happy as you deſerve, 
and my earneſt wiſhes can make you!—lI go 
without a hope of ever ſeeing you again; but 


never will you and your reſpected. father be 


abſent 
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abſent from my remembrance, or leſs dear to 
my heart than at this painful moment! 

Her hand trembled in his as ſhe gently 
withdrew it, her voice faltered, when with an 
inexpreſſible ſweetneſs ſhe articulated, «© Hea- 
ven and its holy ſaints bleſs and protect you, 
my good friend ; may you find peace and hap- 
pineſs wherever you go! — She could ſay no 
more, the unbidden tear dropped from her 
eye, and ſhe turned haſtily from him to conceal 
her emotions. | 

Hervey was not an- mann ſpectator of 
their mutual agitations, nor were his ſufferings 
much leſs than their's; for no forrow is more 
poignant to a feeling heart than when it 
pierces the boſoms of thoſe we dearly love.— 
But tho' his peace was broken in upon, and 
the tranquillity he had laboured to attain 
rudely ſhaken by the effects of his bene- 
volence to an unhappy man, yet he had too 
much generoſity and humanity to regret the 
aſſiſtance he had afforded, tho* he blamed him-- 
ſelf for not having ſooner checked the growth 
of a paſſion eaſily to have been foreſeen in its 

progreſs, 
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* had he conſidered the gs and 
amiability of the parties. 

He lamented the conſequences of his own 
indiſcretion, and vainly wiſhed he had ſepa- 
rated them ſooner ; whilſt his heart bled for 
the diſtreſs and miſery he was compelled to in- 
flict on perſons fo deſerving to be made happy. 

„Come, my young friend,” faid Hervey, 
taking Manners by the arm, whoſe eyes and 
every faculty had purſued the ſteps of Chriſtma, 
come, let us ſhorten this painful ſcene, and 
ſet off immediately for the habitation of my 
pious friend; where, tho* in a humble way, 
you may be accommodated this night, and 
to-morrow be furniſhed "Wee every thing re- 
quiſite for your journey.“ 

Manners turned full upon him without 
ſpeaking, but his eyes expreſſed the anguiſh of 
his mind; the other felt what he would have 
uttered, and ſolemnly led his reluctant feet 
from that houſe which contained his heart, and 
where all his hopes of happineſs {cerned to be 
buried tor ever. 
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ae QUE ÞP. XL 


* Alas! a year of pleasure passes like a fleeting breeze; but a 
moment of misfortune seems an age of pain.” 


— 


OOR Manners followed the ſteps of his. 

conductor mechanically, for his thoughts 
were wandering back to the happy hours he. 
had paſſed. with Chriſtina,—1n contemplating, 
her thouſand graces, her all-accompliſhed 
mind, and in the delightful recollection of 
many more than friendly, many tender in- 


ſtances, in which ſhe had. ſuffered her regard 


for him to break forth. 


Aſter indulging thoſe pleaſingly ae re- 
veries, he was ſuddenly awakened from them 
by the voice of Hervey, bidding him beware 
of a chaſm in the ſide of the mountain they 
were aſcending, which at once brought to his 
recollection the laſt parting ſcene, the ſad: 

termination: 
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termination of every hope; and lifting his 
eyes to the top of the mountain, tis there,” 
ſaid he, that I ſhall take the laſt view of 
that valley, of that earthly paradiſe, where = 
angelic Chriſtina reſides.” 

The thought was inſupportable, he threw 
himſelf on a pfojecting fragment of the rock, 
with a deep groan that reached the ear of his 
attentive friend. He ſtept back, © my dear 
Manners, you give me an infinity of pain, I 
conjure you to exert your reaſon and fortitude; 
at leaſt ſuſpend and repreſs this indulgence of 
ſorrow, until you have peruſed my memoir. 

« I know example ſpeaks more forcibly to 
the heart than precept. You have thought 
me a cold unfeeling morahſt, when I have ad- 
duced arguments from religion and reaſon, 
that militated againſt the impetuoſity of 
youthful paſſions. To obtain your good opi- 
nion, to prove that I am fincerely your friend, 
I entruſt to you the events of a life embittered 
by misfortunes, treachery, and undeſerved ſe- 
verity. Tis to ſoften your ſorrows, that I 
commit to you the ſtory of mine; and you 
will there learn the cruel and injurious treat- 

: ment 


yo THE VALLEY OF 


ment I have met with from a ſelfiſh world, 
ſufficiently exculpates me from the charge of 
miſanthropy ; and that necelſity, no? choice, firſt 
drove me to fly the buſy haunts of men,” 
* and live ſequeſtered in the boſom of the 
mountains. 

„ You will learn alſo,” added he, with a 
figh, © that the ſame ſtern mandate rules the 
deſtiny of my child that I am the ſlave, and 
ſhe is the victim of a too tender anxiety a 
fond mother felt, who dreaded leſt her daugh- 
ter ſhould experience the ſame evils that ava- 
rice, pride, and obduracy, had infited on her, 
and to which ſhe ultimately fell a facrifice.” 

« Forgive me,” cried Manners, ſpringing 
from the ground, © Et bluſh to think how 
often I have occafion to aſk it.— I never ſaw 
you thus agitated before—yet if your forti- 
tude is ſometimes ſubdued. by recollection, 
ah! pity the weakneſs of youth; and do not 


deſpiſe me when inſenſibly I fink under the 
ſorrows that oppreſs me. Let us haſten our 
ſteps, Jam impatient to read the manuſcript 
you have ſo kindly given, as an inſtructive 


teflon, to my inexperienced youth.—Hitherto 
| : 
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I have conſidered myſelf as the moſt 2 

of ere NR. 
« Almoſt every day's obſervation will con- 

vince you that your conclufion is erroneous,” 


replied Hervey, © and that miſery can aſſault 


us in fuch various forms, as to ſtamp every 


.man, in his own limited judgement, as the 


moſt unfortunate of his ſpecies. But we will 
wave this ſubject; and I requeſt that you will 
not open the manuſcript, until you are quietly 
ſettled at Lucern. In this inſtance prove 
that you can govern your inclinations; and 
endeavour to amuſe your mind -by the un- 
common bold ſublimity of the furrounding 
ſcenery.” 

Manners promiſed to obey; and ſoon ar- 
riving to the ſummit of that mountain which 
was the boundary to the valley, where the 
humble, but delightful cottage, and its en- 
chanting miſtreſs were placed, he turned, and 
a few moments contemplated it in filent emo- 
tion; then waving his hand, © farewell,” ſaid 
he, © moſt probably for ever, farewell; may 
happineſs dwell there, and felicity the moſt per- 
fect, attend thee, my dear Chriſtina, for ever!” 

He 
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Hie hurried on, and overtook Hervey, who 


in deſcending the other fide, remarked the 


various beauties of the proſpect on every way 


they turned. But we ſhall not dwell with him 


in deſcription on the wonderful face of na- 
ture; Coxe's Letters have already furniſhed 
the deſcriptive noveliſts with whole pages of 
beautiful ſcenery, the repetition of which are 
now as tedious as a thrice told tale. 

We leave our readers therefore, to the fer- 
tility of their own 1maginations, and the pe- 
ruſal of thoſe moſt delightful and inſtructive 
Letters, while we conduct our travellers ſafe 
to the bottom of the mountain, where, reſting: 
againſt its baſe, ſtood the lowly dwelling of 
the good Father, St. Jerome, the Confeſſor to 
the neighbouring convent. . 

On this ſpot had formerly ſtood, embo- 
ſomed in a {mall wood, a monaſtery of pious 
fathers, whoſe reputation for ſanctity, and 
virtuous deeds, had gained them univerſat 
love and reverence. Unhappily, by ſome 
means never diſcovered, one night, in a hot 
dry ſummer, the building caught fire, and was 
conſumed to aſhes. Several of the unfor- 

tunate 
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tunate brotherhood periſhed in the flames. 


Thoſe who were ſo lucky as to eſcape, were 
received into different monaſteries; but Fa- 
ther Jerome, who had been Confeſſor to the 
neighbouring convent, unwilling to relinquiſh 


his ſituation, obtained permiſſion e 


ſmall dwelling, and remain on the ſpot ſo dear 
to him. 

They found the good man at home, culti- 
vating his garden. Hervey but very rarely 
viſited him, and never 'till then, introduced a 
companion; but ſurprize and curioſity had 
long ſince ceaſed to agitate the boſom of Fa- 


ther Jerome; he received them with courteſy, 


and a demeanour ſo gentle and compoſed, that 
Manners was ſtruck with reverence, and 4a 
prepoſſeſſion in his favour, before he had ut- 
tered ten words. 

Hervey loſt no time in divulging the 
cauſe of their viſit ; he explained the ſituation 
of his young friend, and requeſted the good 
father's kind offices, which were as readily 
promuſed as freely aſked. Eggs, ſallads, fruit, 
and biſcuits, were placed before them; and 
during the three hours that Hervey reſted 

himſelf 
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himſelf, a moſt pleaſing and inſtructive con- 
verſation gave Manners freſh cauſe to lament 
the cruel neceſſity that baniſhed him from the 
friend he admired, and the lovely girl who was 
an epitome of her worthy father. 

The moment for ſeparating arrived; it was 
fraught with anguiſh to both, but Hervey 


exerted the ſuperiority of his reaſon and ex- 


perience, not only to conceal his own feelings, 
but by his example and language to ſtimulate 
and rouſe Manners from the ſadneſs that op- 
preſſed him; to aſſume a compoſure he did 
not feel, and a fortitude that coſt him dear. 
We muſt part, my good friend,” ſaid 
Hervey, © but I truſt our mutual regard will 
ſurvive this ſeparation.— Tis poſſible, tho' the 
chance is a diſtant one, that we may meet 
again—but however that_ may be, we may 
correſpond if you pleaſe; I thought my heart 
ſhut againſt any further concern with the 
world, but you have again opened the boſom 
of friendſhip; pity is mixed with eſteem; you 
are but young, and have ſuffered ſeverely. 
* Your proſpects my? brighten ; you have 
a mind capable of receiving every good 
impreſſion, 
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impreſſion, of practiſing every virtue: The 
road to happineſs is open before you; only 
ayoid the blandiſkments of vice, and exert 
reſolution and firmneſs to govern and direct, 
your paſhons. And I truſt,” added he, 
warmly embracing him, that I ſhall one 
day have the conſolation of knowing, the 
advice and good wiſhes of a friend, have 
reſtored a worthy young man to ſociety, peace, 
and happineſs.” As he pronounced the laſt 
words, he broke from him abruptly, and 
darted from the houſe. 5 

Manners was exceſſively hurt; he had 
many things to ſay, his heart was full; he had 
not been allowed. to make his grateful ac- 
knowledgements, not even to ſend a laſt 
kind meſſage to Chriftinn—how cruel 
what muſt e think of him? — he muſt appear 
cold and ungrateful. 

He ran to the door, he ſaw Hervey at a 
diſtance aſcending the hill with quick ſteps; 
he would have followed him, but the good 
father, who obſerving his emotions was cloſe 
to him, took hold of his arm“ My ſon 
return and compoſe yourſelf, ſpare your friend 

and 
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and yourſelf unneceſſary pain; a multiplicity 
of words are uſeleſs, he read your heart, and 
kindly ſaved you further diſtreſs—1nutate his 
affection and diſcretion.” 

Manners made neither reply nor reſiſtance 
he returned to the matted couch he had quit- 
ted, and for {ſome minutes remained loſt in 
thought. The other wifely gave way to the 
indulgence of his reveries—to break in upon 
the firſt emotions of grief, ſhews but little 
ſympathy, and can be attended with no good 
effect. 

The good Father W TY little boy, 
the ſon of a peaſant, and his only attendant, 
to the neighbouring village, and alſo with a 
note to the Abbeſs of the adjacent Convent; 
and when this buſineſs was performed, and he 
returned to the room, he found his gueſt 
ſtanding at the door, with folded arms, look- 
ing on vacancy; for neither the beauty of the 
Valley, the view of the Convent, whoſe ſpires 
broke thro' the intermingled branches of the 
trees that emboſomed the building, nor the 
{weet cultivated ſpot, which the good Father 
had laboured to improve round his humble 

| dwelling, 
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dwelling, had attracted this Fen of Manners; } 
they were turned within himſelf, and contem- 6 
plated only ſorro and deſpair. 
The ſteps of Father Jerome cauſed him to 5 
ſtart, and aſhamed of the figure he made be- 
fore him, he made an effort to open a conver- 
ſation, which the other gladly ſupported; and 
in a ſhort time they inſenſibly fell upon to- 
pics of intereſt and information that amuſed 
Manners, and inſpired him with eſteem and 
reverence for his hoſpitable entertamer. | 
The remaining part of the day paſſed off 
tolerably.—Manners, profiting by the ſenſible 
converſation of the worthy Father, felt aſhamed 
of his weak and uſeleſs regrets, and reſolved 
from that period to combat with his misfor- 
tunes, and bear his troubles and diſappoint- 
ments as became a man of ſenſe, and that 


reſignation due to the diſpenſations of 
providence. 


Hervey had ſimply- motioned, that . 
young friend had been unfortunate: Father 
Jerome had too much delicacy, impertinentlxy 
to enquire into the nature of his afflictions, 
us diſcourſe therefore was general and diffuſe; 


VOL. I. F ? and 
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* and tho calculated to impreſs tlie virtues re: 
3 quired of a chriſtian, and the duties he had 
4 to perform, firmly on the mind of his auditor, 
3 . yet there could be no offence taken, as if he 
4 E was particularly implicated in it, and conſe- 


quently the obſervations and pious conver- 
ſation of the good F ather, had the much 
greater effet. 

He retired at night to the POR cook 
prepared for him Father Jerome offered no f 
apologies for the homelineſs of his accom- n 
modations—he gave all the comforts he had Wh b 
to beſtow, more could not be defired. - | h 

Mlanners reſted very ill, and therefore roſe tr 
ſoon after the dawning of day; he found his 
revered hoſt at his devotions, which he ſilently 

attended to without preſuming to interrupt. 
When this firſt and neceſſary duty was ful- 
filled, they had a repaſt of milk and dried 
fruits. 

3 My ſon,“ ſaid the Father, © a horſe * 
guide, to conduct you to Lucern, will be here 
within two or three hours. I have a ſmal 
parcel to give you for preſent expences, until 


you can preſent your letters of credit in that 
city, 


88 
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city, with three changes of linen, brought by 
your friend Hervey in his pockets, leſt you 
ſhould, from a too ſcrupulous delicacy, have 
omitted to take the accommodations you. had 
of that kind in his houſe.” .. _ - - | 

« Ah!” cried Mannes, 60 © how. kind and | 
conſiderate! and how. bitter i is the idea, that 
poſſibly I may never ſee my more than bene - 
factor, my friend, the friend of my ſoul, a 
ſecond time! O, Father, muſt ſuch a man, 
muſt ſuch an angel daughter, live in obſcurity, 
bloom unſeen, and at beſt be tranſplanted into 
hands who cannot eſtimate the value of the 
treaſure as it deſerves!” - © How know you 
that, my ſon?” demanded Father Jerome. — 
Alas!“ replied Manners, bluſhing for his 
indiſcretion, „alas! I have learnt that the 
young and beautiful Chriſtina, has been en- 
gaged from her childh * | 

The good man, her father,” returned the 
other gravely, “ acts from a rectitude of mind 
—a ſenſe of religious duty, that muſt ſuper- 
cede all other conſiderations; and his amiable 
child knows Jer duties, and never will ſhrink 
from the performance of them.“ 
A He 
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He roſe, and retired to give ſome orders to 
his little fervant; but his looks and manner 
aſſured his gueſt that the ſubject they had 
ſpoken on, was not pleaſing to him; he there- 
fore checked the murmurings of his lips, and 
forbore to mention his friends again till the 
horſes arrived, and he was taking a farewell of 
his courteous hoft. 

Let me have your prayers, my eon Be: 
ther; and when you ſee my beloved preſerver, 
tell him, whilſt this heart is capable of pulſa- 
tion, his goodneſs, and his Chriſtina's virtues, ” 
bo baths comer with love and 


gratitude. 
He ſprang on the horſe, after embracing 


the worthy man, who devoutly beſtowed his 


benediction on him, and received his thanks 
in return; it was all ze would accept, for his 


humble wants needed not pecuniary gratifi- 
cation, and avarice had never croffed the 


threſhold of his ſmall cottage, where religion 


had planted the tree of content. 


1 
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« Sorrow and disappointment Hhumanizes the mind, and the only 
lasting and true Pleavure & the soul can feel, arises from 
— actions.”* | 


a * 


ANNERS had now the world before 
him no particular ſpot was defirable 
no local attachments hung about his heart. 
Wronged by the man he thought his friend, 
betrayed by the woman he had doated upon; 
without parents, and knowing but one perſon 
who was at all intereſted for his happineſs :— 
he had quitted his country without any re- 
luctant feelings, without even the fmalleſt- 
wiſh ever to ſee it again. 8 
He had travelled with a barbed arrow in 
his heart, -and as he thought invulnerable to 
the appearance of friendſhip—to any future 
confidence in man—and an impenetrable 
ſhield, that guarded his boſom from the faſci- 
3 | nation 
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nation of beauty, and the power of the little 
blind deity, who had already ſo fatally miſled 
his ſenſes. * 

But alas! ſuch is the weakneſs and inſtabi. 
lity of human nature, that few perſons poſſeſs 
that fortitude and reſolution, neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve them from temptations, when addreſſed 
to the paſſions they have been accuſtomed to 
"indulge. Poor Manners again became a vic- 
tim to love; he had only changed the object 
of his ſorrow and regrets, and now felt every 
tumultuous paſſion, to a more painful degree 
than he had before experienced, from a con- 
viction that the woman he now adored, was 
truly deſerving of his warmeſt admiration, and 
the man who had plunged bim into the gulph 
of deſpair, was yet entitled £0 his eſteem and 
er . 

The ſad events of his . marriage 
were ſcarcely thought on, or only remembered 
when conſcience ſometimes reproached him, 
with depriving a fellow creature of life. Chriſ- 
tina and her father, occupied every corner of 
his heart, and he rode over the mountains in a 
profound ſilence, and without the leaſt atten- 

| tion 
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tion to the road, WE foloving —_ 
guide. "288 
They had ſtopt wick on the 990 to cms 
horſes and get ſome! refreſhment; which lat-⸗ 
ter, however Manners might be- negligent 


about, was by no means indifferent to his 


companion; who whiſtled and ſung as he 
rode, and regaled himſelf heartily when there 


were opportunities for doing it. 


It was ſome time after the ſun had FFI 


1 the horizon, that they arrived at a ſmall 


village ſituate at the foot of the mountains. 
A fo ſcattered houſes ſtood on a plain, be- 


tween ſeveral lofty hills; and the inn where 


they were to paſs the night, would not have, 
been very deſirable to. travellers more faſti- 
dious than Manners. But perſons, not places, 
engroſſed his ideas; and he was ſhewn into a 
wretched room, which he took poſſeſſion of 
without a ſingle nnen or _ pe 
ance of diſguſt. 

Supper, ck: as the houſe afſoaded; was 
placed before him; and the firſt thing he-paid 
any attention to, was being told by the maſter, 
that he was forry ſuch a gentleman muſt have 
F 74 „ 


4 Pe > * — te 8 f P > { ” 44 db * * 2 7232 > 
5 . P ES. a a 2 1 e -——_— * _- wi... U 3 * — * 
» & * — . : ny 4» * , 3 9 £0 | g * F — 22 TY — — * * . «6 - wx * 
ann 1 5 a 8 : w_ " $7024. 1008 3 | <> oy — ; = — = 
— WRT l — * wy 2 - —_—_—— . pe _ SOIL. SY S A 9 * 2 a - > 7 4 oY 
* 5 2 N bs : — Y _ Pe Y F — ihe > 2 
— 4% " Ay” 9 = b * Ls * I * 
\ - ' 2 = 2 2 — - 
N | * > .. -V K 3 2 = < 
- — . l _"—_ \ P — * - » E . + — 


* — f 2 4 o 
* PI. 
of Gy 
„ 


* 


— CY 
— as 8 . - =E 
Zof JO 
op —-— * 2 £4 - a> 
_ * — 
* < 
— — - * o 
— — = ** 
2 — * 
* * 1 
— . > 


1 
« - O „ — 
— = of b 
4 > 
* i 4 - — 
* A —_— 
ae i ai... . 
@ — - > 
— — . £ 
* >, * = Ss . 
— - 
=— R 2 F 
= * — — * 1 
———- + © | 
= — : — 
— - — — > 


- hes THE VALLEY or 


and ſleep in the ſtab 


This order was obeyed with alacrity, and pre- 
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2 Companion in his room, but he had already : 


engaged one of the beds in it, to a ſickly look- | 
ing man, whom he could not perfuade to reſign 
it. Poſſibly, added he, © if he was called 
and ſpoken to with authority, by the gentle- 
man himſelf, he might b to eine tt uP, 


Ko God forbid, FP ſaid 1 6 that [ 
ſtould drive a perſon, apparently in ill health, 
to the ſtables; his right to a bed ſupercedes 
mine, and tis I that am an intruder upon 
him — but pray where is he?” © In the 
kitchen cating an egg, which is all that he has 
taſted to-day, ſo that no great ceremony need 
be uſed with him, when I ſhall get {0 little by 
him. 59 
Then pray ſend think in to 2 aid 
Manners, and charge his ſupper with mine.” 


ſently a man, with flow and feeble ſteps, en- 
tered the room. Scarcely had he bowed and 
lifted up his eyes, before an exclamation of 
joy and ſurprize iſſued, from Mr. Manners, 
and the invalid fainted on the floor. It was 
William —hus faithful and much lamented 

ſervant, 


sr. GOTRARD, 10 


ſervant, whom TS thought. killed 8 the 


banditti. 

The landlord : oo: 2 a this 
poor man was, and eagerly aſſiſted Manners 
in reſtoring him to life; their endeavours were 
ſuccessful poor William opened his eyes 


My Maſter, my dear Maſter!” cried he, 
„God be thanked!” His agitations were 
great, nor were the emotions of Manners leſs | 


joyful, in recovering a faithful ſervant, whom 
he had ſo highly valued, and 115 _— 
regretted, | 

William was dd 0 on an old Sad wii 
ſome warm wine and toaſted bread being ad- 


miniſtered, he appeared much better and 


more compoſed; but his confiderate- maſter. 
would not let him talk. He briefly repeated 
his own' almoſt miraculous preſervation; and 
gratefully. thanked Heaven- that had ſo provi- 
dentially conducted him that day, to a place 
fo unlikely to have met with his old domeſtic, 


991 


in a ſituation tWat wanted every comfort. 


William, whoſe weakneſs of body was little | 
capable of fuſtaining any extraordinary 'emo- 
tions of the mind, was ſent to bed by his 

5 kind 
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kind halter at an carly Ka who "ha 
- mined to ſtop at that inn, uncomfortable as 


it was, until the perfect recovery of his fer- 
vant ſhould enable him tal . on with. him 
to Lucern. 

Nothing could have nuit to M 
dhe the preſſure of his misfortunes, capable 
of affording him any ray of comfort, equal to 
this "fortunate meeting with his ſervant ; who 


having reſided with him, from the time he 
had quitted Eton, was acquainted with every 


circumſtance that had befallen him, and had 


always been proved truſty and affectionate.— 


Sleep however did not befriend kim, tho Wil- 
ham enjoyed quiet repoſe, and in the morning 


appeared to be eonſiderably amended. 


After breakfaſt he attended his maſter, who 
was deſirous of knowing in what manner he 
bad been preſerved from death, the particulars 
of which he related thus. 

J heard not the found of the OF 


felt the wound I received, ſe inſtantaneouſly 
was the deprivation of my ſenſes, When ! 
firſt opened my eyes, three peaſants were buly 


in reſtoring me—they had recovered me to 


, 
b 
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life, hall ſtopped the blood that flowed from 


my wound, and finding that I could not ar- 


ticulate a word, they contrived to fix me be- 


tween them, and carried me down the ſide of 
the mountain, to a fmall cottage, built 3 in a 


hollow, at the foot of it 
*I was received and taken c care 3 bn: a 


3 aged woman, whoſe tenderneſs and 
manner, ſeemed, I thought, much above her 


condition. Happily the wound I received 
did not prove mortal; one of the men under- 


took to cure me, and I was informed he had 


formerly lived with a village ſurgeon, and was 
thought to be wonderfully clever — ſuch 1 


found him. 


“ Providentially my pockets had not been 
ſtript, for the peaſants were croſſing the moun- 
tains when they heard the report of the car- 


| bines; they ſent forth a loud ſhout, which tis 
ſuppoſed frightened the villains, who made 


off, while the men following the ſound, came 
to the ſpot. where I lay ſenſeleſs, tho' not de- 

prived of life. 
The firſt words I had 88 to utter, 
were to enquire after my dear Maſter, but nat 
| : FE "3 


— 


13 — 
. * E | * 
* 


— 


— 
1 


108 TE VALLEY 2 


the leaſt information could be obfflined on 

that head, and the hope of your having ef. 
caped from the villains, was checked by the 
fears my preſervers expreſſed, leſt you ſhould 
have been -daſhed to pieces over the preci- 


pices of the mountains. Thus hope and fear 
alternately diſturbed me; but I reſolved to 


proceed on to Lucern, the moment I could 


travel, and there make every poſſible enquiy. 


The good woman at the cottage was a 
moſt attentive nurſe. I learnt that herſelf 


and huſband had known better days — had 
once poſſeſſed a large farm, but by ſome miſ- 

fortunes, which ſhe did not relate, were driven 
from their paternal reſidence, and now fub- 
fiſted on their labour, in that {mall 
where I was protectet. 


Thank Heaven, and your odtiens! Sir, 
1 was enabled liberally to reward my kind 


friends; and two days fince left them, with 
proper directions for my journey to Lucern, 
being furniſhed with a good mule. 


My ſpirits and inclinations, howevet, 
proved to be much greater than my ftrength ; 


I was obliged to on the way great part of 


3 


8 7 & 


. He ©" "F- 


yeſterday; Tarrived: here ſome . before you, 
much exhauſted with fatigue, and incapable of 
going farther for the night. 

Heaven be praiſed !- here I have met with 
my beloved maſter,” though your countenance 
tells me, you alſo have deen a > fulſerer 2 85 
that unfortunate day? 

« Yes,” ſaid Manners, with TON 8b 6 I : 
have ſuffered much, tho' not from wounds or 
illneſs of body; yet J am not the leſs ſenſible 
of my good fortune in recovering a pe 
ſervant, whom I ſo long lamented as dead.“ 
Fe then briefly related the common occur- 
rences and amuſements attending his refidence 
with Hervey, and gave juſt praiſe to his bene- 
volence and friendly ſervices ; but of Chriſtina 
he ſpoke with reſerve and quickneſs, as t he 
wiſhed to drop the remembrance. | 

William, who was an intelligent fellow, ob- 
ſerved this particularity in mentioning the 
lady, and placed it to the account of the 
painful recollection of his unworthy miſtreſs ; 
fo tenderly and undeſervedly beloved by his 
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worthy maſter. —He did not preſume to afk 
any queſtions, and ſenſible only to his own . - 


happineſs, i in being once more under his com- 
mand, 
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2 


mand, he ſoemed to have a renovation! of ſpi- 
ries and vigour, which had its ae effects 
: 1 his ſtrengt n. Y 


Two days they contingzs: at 7 0 . 41 


of an inn, for Manners was too conſiderate to 
comply with his ſervant's eagerneſs. to, depart, 
till he ſaw him capable of bearing the journey; 
which having at length proceeded on by ſhort 
ſages, they arrived, without any accident. in- 
ee. in ſafety at Lucern. 
The heavy melancholy that clouded the 
- countenance of his maſter, | greatly afflicted 
William, who exerted his beſt endeavours, to 
amuſe and ſerve him. Manners knew wel 
how to appreciate the love and fidelity of his 
ſervant; he was acquainted with every un- 
happy circumſtance that had driven him from 
his country; but the laſt cruel diſappointment 
attending a freſh attachment, ſo more deeply 
rooted and overwhelming, from the merits af 
the object as a ſorrow: too ſacred to eſcape 
his lips, which never uttered the name of 
Chriſtina, tho' his heart admitted of no other 
object for his thoughts to dwell on. 
The firſt evening of their arrival, he retired 
very early to his apartment, under a pretence 
. of 


— 
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of fatigue ; but in truth to be at liberty to 
read the memoir of Mr. Hervey, having with 
difficulty repreſſed his impatience to peruſc it 

till the preſent time. 

When the door of his der was locked, 
and the manuſcript placed before him, his 
heart beat quick, and his hands trembled, as 
he unfolded the packet. — He was going to 
read the utter extinction of his hopes, the ir- 
revocable engagement of Chriſtina, and the 
impoſſibility of his ever regaining, peace or 
happineſs. 

«* Well,” ſaid he, « „having nothing to hope, 
why ſhould I fear to know this cruel impoſing 
decree of parental authority, to which that 
lovely maid is ſacrificed ?—Why, not ſeek to 
find ſome cauſes that might juſtify a man to 
whom 1 have a thouſand obligations ?—Ah, - 
Hervey, you cannot, I ought not to indulge 
| the idea, that you could ever be cruel and 

arbitrary. I am unhappy, and therefore poſ- 
ſibly I may be unjuſt.“ 
He heſitated a few moments, then ih, a 
ſort of defperate refolution, turned to the firſt 
| Page, and read the following ſtory. 
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Few virtues have been more praised than Generosity, but 
few things are more painful to a feeling mind, than to be the 
object of it.“ X 


: 


The ue, WF * 22 Mr. Doxrozs 


TY father had the title 1 an WT in 
Scotland, but was not a Britiſh 
Peer. His eſtates were not proportionate td 
his rank, nor ſufficient to ſuppott the ſplendor 
of family conſequence but the vanity of 
appearances are too frequently the deſtruction 
of domeſtic Mppineſs, where the mind is not 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt the tide of diffipation ; 
nor poſſeſſed of that fortitude which can ſoar 
above the indulgence of 5 at the expence 
of virtue. 
« 1 was the young of fix children; three 
boys and three girls were the fruits of my f- 
ther's 


tl 
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ther's marriage with the daughter of an Ad- 
yocate, who had acquired great riches in the 


courſe of his practice; poſſibly by the miſ- 


fortunes and ruin of ee 9 
oppoſes. 

« My mother had en ſteal . 
on the day of marriage, a ſum that appears in- 
credible to be obtained by ſimple induſtry 
and integrity in that profeſſion; and I have 
always been the readier to make my conclu- 
ſions againſt it, from the. diſpoſition of my 
grandfather, and the means by which | this 
money was idly ſquandered in a few wine to 
the gratification of vanity. 

My mother, elevated to a oY in teiery 

ſo very ſuperior to her expectations, eaſily for- 
got the motives which had induced the Earl 
to marry her—to redeem his eftates, and ſup- 
port his title with ſome reſpectability. | 

Her father had taken due care of her ſet- 
tlements, and. being too much abſorbed 1n 
ſelf to reflect on what ſhe. owed to poſterity, 
ſhe plunged into every diſſipation authorized 
by folly and faſhion, until the eſtates were 
again mortgaged; and an accumulation of 


debts © 
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debts: lend exceeding thoſe wah my 
. Poor father had been ſolicitous to clear at the 
expence of domeſtic happineſs. 
He remonſtrated too late, his lady coul 
not be perſuaded to give up one of thoſe © I. 
diſienſable indulgencies, ſo abſolutely appro- MW inc 
priate to he rank. Her fortune entitled her WM ta: 
to every pleaſure, and ſhe was certain of a th 
much more when her father died; therefore WM re! 
what ſignified mortgaging a few acres more or 
leſs, now, when ſure of being well provided WM th 
with means to redeem them hereafter.” oy 
The Earl, from a conſciouſneſs that the ¶ m 
lawyer's fortune would be abſolutely neceſſary he 
to provide for his children, and knowing the WM pa 
unbounded influence his lady held over her le: 
father, too timidly gave up the argument; e 
and daily beheld his difficulties encreaſe, his Wt - 
acres-diminiſh, and a family encreaſing every MW fa 
year, without the ſpirit to make a reform Ml tr 
in his houſehold arrangements, or power to ne 
check the-extrayagant expences of his wife, of 
Six children in little more than ſeven Wh ©» 
years, were a heavy incumbrance on eftate Wl tb 
comparatively ſmall to the rank attached to 
them; 


i 
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them; and the birth of the tes laſt were 
conſtantly productive of freth mortgages, and 
encreaſed difficulties, which at laſt threatened | 
my mother with very unpleaſant conſequences. 

„Still reluctant” to reſign one pleaſurable 
indulgence, to leſſen the number of her enter- 
tainments, or retrench in the eſtabliſhment 
that only vanity made neceſſary, ſhe took the 
| reſolution to apply to her father. | 

« She diſcovered to him without . 
the embarraſsment that would in a ſhort time 
overturn her plan of bappineſs, if obliged to 
make the leaſt diminution in the parade of 
her attendants, or give up thoſe delightful 
parties where ſhe was accuſtomed to take the 
lead with ſo much gratification to herſelf, _ 
reflected honour on him. | ; 
My mother well knew the avenue to her 
father's heart; all his affections were concen- 
trated in her, and his predominant paſſion, 
next to accumulating riches, was the vanity 
of ſeeing his daughter vie with, and outſhine 
every woman. of n if not e rank in 
the country. 
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come, but give him additional conſequence. 


that my father was many years older than his 
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He had long known and-profited by the WM 
Earl's weak conduct; he had himſelf, behind F# 
the curtain, advanced the monies raiſed x 


different periods on the eftates ; the mortgage - 
were all in his hands, tho” he did not appex 5 
as the oſtenſible poſſeſſor: He therefore bean 
this long expected confeſſion of difficulties * 


without any of thoſe emotions of . and 
anger ſhe had naturally expected. | 
- «< He-cenfur'd their extravagance indeed 
but his reſentment was directed againſt th: 


Eatl's negligence and folly, in neglecting the op 


means to provide for a riſing family; for not W . 
exerting himſelf to procure ſome place or ap- hi 


pointment, that would not only add to his in- 
Here it is neceſſary for me to vbſerve, fl c- 


lady; he was near forty when he came into 


the poſſeſſion of an incumbered * two 
years after he married. 


« My mother was only nineteen, | conſe {| 
quently the difference of age, gave her many ill .. 
advantages; added to which, his. conſtitution 10 


Was naturally 3 a ſaturnine caſt of di. .. 


poſition 


— 
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-ofition that cauſed an habitual'idleneſs; and 
is continual” anxiety for his children affected 


n ſpirits, his deprefſion precluded both power 
Send inclination to make any efforts, where ac- 
u tvity was requiſite, —and thus gliding down 
5 the ſtream of indolen$e, he was loſt to * 


ſelf, his family, and the world. 

* My wary-grandfather had e e 
obſerver in the family, tho* he never inter- 
* fered in its regulations: he ſaw the Fanl's 

health decline, and therefore he took every 

- opportunity of ſecuring the intereſt of his 
" daughter—extending his views for her to a 
a higher fortune, and ſuperior rank. FE OA 

e 
ve, 
his 


« When he had finiſhed his invective 
againſt the Earl's ſupineneſs, and neglect of 
family intereſt, he told my mother, he would 
conſider on the buſineſs, and in a * or two 

10 call on her Lord. | 
8 « She returned in very good ſpirits with 
a much lighter heart, for having ſo well got 
thro' the mortifying detail of family diffi- 
"I culties, and perfectly affured, that her fa- 
ther would extricate them from their 


embarraſſment. 
5 «© The 
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The following day my eldeſt brother was 
taken ill, with all the ſymptoms of the ſmall: 
pox the diſorder ſoon appeared, and was at. 
tended with a fever, ſo dreadful and malignant, 
as to forbid all hope of 4s recovery, and en- 
danger the lives of the whole family 
In ſhort, the ninth day he expired the 
fame night my father was ſeized with the 
= and my. two younger ſiſters with the 
diſorder that had proved ſo fatal: 
„The Earl reſigned himſelf to death the 
firſt day of his illneſs, he was perſuaded he 
ſhould not recover. My grandfather was ſent 
for, and after'a ſhort conſultation, another 
attorney was ordered to attend, for the yOu 
of making his will. 
The fame imbecility of mind, and weak 
compliance to the will of others, directed him 
in this laſt act of his life—he was perſuaded 
to make my mother and grandfather the 
guardians of his children, and executors to 
his will. The houſe fell to my elder brother, 
but the furniture, family plate and jewels, 
were bequeathed to.my mother. . Three thou- 
ſand pounds to each of the younger children, 
was 


sT. GOTHARD. 119 


was left an incumbrance on the Gunily eſtate. 
Thoſe he poſſeſſed, that were not entailed, 
were to be ſold, and when the mortgages were 
diſcharged, the ndue was to be paid into 
my mother's' rn os: the e of her 
children 5 

„My father's fears: were realinedi on the fifth 
day. So malignant was the nature of the 


fever, that both my ſiſters alſo fell victims to 


its fatal effects; and thus within three weeks, 
four perſons in one papal were carried to a 
premature grave. « | 

On the firſt appearance of this Aiforder, 
my eldeſt ſiſter, who was five years old, and 
myſelf nearly two, were ſent to my grand- 
father's; we were the favourites of my mo- 
ther, and poſſibly by this timely attention, 
our lives were preſerved. By what precautions 
my mother and my ſecond brother W 
the infection, I know not. 

* My grandfather had now the fole ma- 
nagement of all the eſtates We were too 
young to be ſenſible of our loſs in a tender, 
tho imbecile father, whoſe ſupine acquieſ- 


cence to the encroaching will of others, plainly 
demonſtated, 
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demonſtrated; that few vices-are. more perni- 
cious to domeſtic happineſs, and to the duties 
we owe to ourſelves and the world, than that 


inactivity which is the ruſt ii urtue, and ren- 


ders our beſt purpaſcs uſeleſi, if not dangerous 
from the great probability of becoming; dupe: 
to the artifices of - deſigning met, Who can 


turn them to their own advantage. | * 
From this period, until I was twelve 


years of age, only one event of conſequence 


occurred that is worth mentioning, which 


was the ſecond marriage of my mather, de 


cidedly againſt her father's high expectations 
with a handſome Colonel in the army; whoſe 


only recommendations were his perſon and 


cockade for his birth was not ſuperior to 
her own, and his fortune lay in his commiſſion. 


„The Counteſs met with him at Bath, 


where ſhe went intentionally to captivate. a 


Duke; but the little blind god had beſtowed 
ſuch irreſiſtihle charms. on the fortunate Co- 
lonel, that ſhe forgot the gratifications 0 
pride, and yielded to the ſoſt perſuaſions d 
a bewitching tongue and a handſome face. 

| | C1882 My 
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766 Ny Erandfather' "was" outrageous at her 
folly and his on diſappointment, and poſi | 
tively declared ſhe ſhould fiever receive one 
ſhilling that he could keep from her; aixIthet 
James, (Which is 551 mme) mould be s 
bet r 2UODNGE. Of) i 322180 zit 
This reſentment, which was certainly un- 
reaſonable; ' as? my mother had an undoubted 
right to pleaſe herſelf, gave her but little con- 
cern; the ſettlements his cunning had ſecured 
to her, with tlie additions made By the will, 
was a fortune ſufficient wy go = her "title, 
* the man TRE loved. 


. i, Sw 


aſter as her child and dae ee my * 
father felt no. inclination to efaſed lier; tho” 
he reſerved to himſelf the care of her Walune. 
My elder brother was ſent to College, and 1 | 
remained the rivers poſſeſfor of my £ indfarher's 
affe&ions. VUA 10 * EON d O 
A tutor was erigaged fot the df ious" 
and happily for me, he was 4 Worthy arid TATE 
accompliſhed man; he engaged 85 "my! 
love and reverence.” 1 was early taüglit the 
reſpect and gratitude due to my grandfather, 

VOL, I, G whom 
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whom I conſidered not merely as a benefacter, 
but as my only parent; for my mother reſided 
in England, and except by a formal letter once 
or twice a. year, the was entirely eſtranged 
from me after J had reached my ſeventh year, 

This neglect, with the capricious temper 
of my grandfather, would have been very ſe- 
verely felt, but for the kindneſs. of my tutor; 

who himſelf bore much from the latter's in- 
conſiſtencies. | 

«3 eee eee darling; * prided 

| himſelf on my improvements, boaſted of the 
immenſe riches I ſhould be maſter of, - and in 
purſuit of this wealth, ſo valuable in his eyes, 
he was but little ſcrupulous in the methods 
by which he attained it. 

_ « Deteſted, yet feared ; Pre] to enſur: 
ſucceſs to his ſchemes from the large ſtake 
he held in the country, and the pecuniar 

obligations by which many noble families 
were fettered, whoſe: eſtates were inferior to 
their rank, he loxded it c over all with unbounded 
pride ; he grew every day more avaricious, 
more captious, and more e 


„ What 


— 
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« What I endured from the inequalities of 
his diſpoſition is not to be expreſſed. I was 
taught to believe myſelf tlie object of his ge- 
neroſity; every care, every vexation he met 
with in the purſuit of his plans for my aggran- 
dizement, were placed to my account; and I 
often ſuffered upbraidings, ill-temper, and in- 
dignities, for occurrences in which I * not 
- W the leaſt concern. | 

„Every day added to my diſguſts, and 
d Wl moſt gladly would I have renounced all future 
ne expectations to his fortune, had my own little 
in modicum been in my poſſeſſion. But that 
es, was locked up until I was one- and-twenty; 
ds and even the intereſt he appropriated to his 
own uſe, to © reimburſe hamſelf a ſmall part 
of what my education coſt him”—ſo truly 
parſimonious was he in the very acts of ge- 
neroſity, with which I was conſtantly enter- 
tained on every trifling expenditure. 

* Dragging on life in this way, with no 
reſources but ſtudy, and the improving con- 
erſation of my tutor, Mr. Belmont, I at 
ength reached my eighteenth year; and then 
after many conflicts between pride and avarice, 
G 2 he 
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he conſented that I ſhould go Abroad for two 
years, that travelling might pokfh my man- 
ners, and unite the fine gentleman to the man 


of learning. Such were the words We con- 


veyed his acquieſcence to my wiſhes. 

He made me an allowance of eight as 
Ared pounds a year, with two hundred for my 
tutor independent of me. To many this al- 


lowance appeared very trifling, when his large 


fortune was conſidered ;—but ſo earneſt were 


my wiſhes to be emancipated from the ſlavery 


I-endured, that a much leſs fum would have 
been joyfully accepted, when added to the 
more deſirable bleſſing of liberty; ſo pain- 


fully had I long felt the favours he oo 


with uch 1 was literally ne 
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2 Boasting of me most noble action, aummisben its merit, and 

3 reproached favour becomes an oſſence Indeed, interested 
benefits are 80 common, that we need not be astonighed'if 
gratituge is so rare.” ort | 


Took leave of my grandfather with fo 
little regret, and with ſo little appearance 
of ſenſibility; that an indifferent ſpectator 
would have pronounced me a very ungrateful 
o Das nated: ood act hex fol? 
«* But I had-long endured that ſlavery. of 
the mind, which is of all others the moſt 
painful to a liberal and ingenuous ſpirit.— 
Good bargains and an accumulation of riches, 
were the only topics of converſation; except 
my obligations to his generoſity, the great 
ſums my education coſt, the meanneſs and 
ingratitude of my mother, and continual ad- 
monitions not to diſgrace my birth, and the 
83 fortune 
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fortune he deſigned for me, by low i improper 
connexions, or an imprudent marriage. 

* His laſt words were, Hark ye, James, 
if you behave well, contract proper ac- 
« quaintance, and marry to my liking, you 
“ ſhall have money enough to buy a peerage, 
and outſhine your brother. I ſhall Took out 
; « for a wife for you, by the time you return; 
© there are Dukes enough in the land who will 
« rejoice to give their daughter to one of your 
* birth and .fortune.—Mind what I ſay, you 
Al enerpiarladycand T will get you Þ tiek 
equal with your brother.“ | 
But,“ added he, ſhaking a dlarihed fiſt 
at me, © but if you degrade t by the 
« Lord, you ſhall be a beggar, and I'll give 
my money to build hoſpitals with.“ 
This characteriſtie ſpeech, at parting with 
a grandſon, and an adopted heir, muſt ſuffi- 
ciently delineate the ſoul of a man, who had 
no ideas but what centered in ambition and 
-avarice; and that mind muſt have had but 
little ſenſibility, to avoid feeling a degree of 
contempt, which was incompatible with affec- 
tion or gratitude. 


60 The 


love me as much as he was capable of loving 
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„The judicious advice of Mr. Belmont, | 
and the conſideration that this narrow- ſouled 
man was my grandfather, that his ilkberality 
was conſtitutional, and that he certainly did 


any thing beſides money, had altogether a 
proper weight with me, and enabled me to re- 
preſs a riſing indignation, at treatment 0 un- 
worthy of himſelf and me. Ne 

Our route was left entirely to the diſcre- 
tion of Mr. Belmont, who had: twice viſited 
the Continent in ſimilar fituations. I had with 
great difficulty obtained permiſſion to ſee my 
brother, who was nearly of age, and at this 
period in London, being lately returned from 
the Continent, where he had been + 
for the recovery of his health. 95 

It was many years ſince we met, and tho” 
we ſometimes correſponded, it had never been 
pleaſant to my grandfather, who wiſhed to 
have interdicted all intercourſe between us, 
and certainly would have done fo, but for the 
remonſtrances of my tutor. | 

The permiſſion I had fo hardly obtained, 
was fettered by a poſitive injun&ion not to 

G4 viſit 
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gt my mother, nor ſtay in London more 
than one week. This moſt unreaſonable; com- 
mand, I received in ſilence, with a bow of ac- 
quieſcence, tho* my heart rejected it; but to 
contend the point would have availed nothing 
with a man who had obſtinately hardened his 
heart againſt parental feelings, and was equal 
deaf to reaſon, as incapable of tenderneſs. 

„ On our arrival in London, a ſcene of 
wonders to me, my. firſt care was to find out 
my brother, whom I longed to embrace; and 
bad indulged. my fancy, in pourtraying our 
mutual delight in meeting after ſo many years 
of childhood had elapſed, that pleaſure and 
ſurpriſe muſt attend on our firſt interview. 
I eaſily found his lodgings, Which were 
in Albemarle- Street, and ſent up our names, 
Mr. Belmont accompanying me. We were 


preſently, introduced. I was met by a tall 
elegant young man, whom my heart chal- 


lenged as a brother; and with an.exclamation 
of, joy I, was going to throw myſelf into his 


arms, when drawing, back he held out his 
« My 
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* My brother Dunford, I preſume.— 
James, you are welcome to London! Mr. 
« Belmont I am glad to ſee you.“ Before I 
could recover from my aſtoniſhment, (for 1 
ſtood: motionleſs as he ſlightly ſhook my hand) 
he turned to a gentlemam ho had fiſen from 
a ſofa, and leant negligently againſt the win. 
dow, “ Sir William, permit me to introduce 
my brother, Mr. Dunford.” “ James, Sir 
William Felton.“ The gentleman bowed, 
My Lord, you do me rr eg 
Dunford, I am happy to ſee you 
The meeting and introduction was ſo ra. 
pid, my confuſion and ſurpriſe ſo great, that 1 
very inarticulately returned fome compliment, 
and following their example, ſeated myſelf 
quietly in a chair, while my brother proceeded. 
with much volubility and non- chalence. 
So, the old miſer has permitted you to 
* ſee London, and no doubt has given you 
* proper introductions to people of the ſame 
* ſtanipÞ—has he ſent you to ſtudy the law, 
* or to ſee the world?“ D The air of indif- 
fererice towards me, and the contemptuous 
tone in which he named my grandfather, 

. G 5 rouſed 
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rouſed me from my firſt feelings of difap- 
pointment, to ſome fpirit and indignation. 

My ſtay in London will be very ſhort; 
J am going to the Continent, and hope to 
« derive much pleaſure and profit in my 
tour, tho* I deſpair of returning with oy 
improvements.“ 

The gentlemen exchanged mln Sir 
Wilham roſe, My Lord I ſhall expect to 
te ſee you at four Gentlemen, I have the ho- 
4 nour to wiſh you good morning.“ Nay, 
c pr'ythee Felton, don't hurry off, you know 
„J have an engagement this morning in 


« Berkley-Square, I am going your way.” 


« Novice as I was in faſhionable manners, 


this bint was too palpable to be overlooked: 
I got up immediately, I am ſorry I broke 


« in unſeaſonably upon you, my ' Lord,” I 
ſpoke the laſt words with a proper emphaſis, 
« I will take an opportunity of calling once 
more before I leave town.” Pray do, Mr. 


« Dunford, I uſually dine out, being in lodg- 


* ings, but I ſhall be glad to ſee you at break- 


« faſt any day—eleven is my hour, whenever 


Lit ſuits you and Mr. Belmont to call.” I 
| returned 
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returned a low bow to this brotherly invi- 
tations and inſtantly quitted the houſe. ©  - ' 
„When we were in the ſtreet, Well, Mr. 
« Belmont, what am I to think of my recep- 
tion? AI entered that houſe with a thouſand 
tender remembrances, and a heart glowing 
« with brotherly love; J have left it with ſen- 
« timents ſo different, that I can ſcarce. define 
« the nature of them. Tell me, does tra- 


« yelling narrow the heart and make it dead 
« to all ſocial affections, or have I conducted 


* myſelf with any impropriety this morning? 
Neither the one nor the other, anſwered 
e, my Lord Dunford, I am forty to ſee, is 
« a fine gentleman, he is fallen into bad hands; 
« the character of Sir William Felton is not 
unknown to me, tho' I was perſonally a 
ſtranger to him; and I have no doubt but he 
« has helped my Lord to money, thro' the 
« deftructive accommodations of uſurers, ad 
has his full ſhare of the advantage. 
The allowance for your brother's educa- 
tion and ſupport muſt be very inſufficient to 
* keep up his conſequence in ſuch company,— 
< he is now within a few weeks of being his 
40 own 
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own maſter; and tho' a long minority muſt 
have. removed the incumbrances on bis 
< eſtates, yet Har the rn Won 
temporary. | - 
Still, fad 1. J 1 Pain 
21 Wannen cool and unaecountable behaviour to 
„ mei“ J can, returned he, and I am 
*; . ſay, becauſe tis a reflection on bu- 
man nature, that the treatment you com- 
plain of is the natural conſequence attached 
to your ſituation, as the favorite and de- 
, clated heir of your grandfather. There is 
too frequently a ſelfiſn principle among 
* mankind that generates envy and an unjuſt 
«hatred: towards thoſe more favoured either 
5 by fortune : or affection than themſelves. 
Pe fall under this illiberality of ſenti · 
ment; the decided preference given to you, 
4 thoꝰ unſought for on your ſide, becauſe you 
_ * were too young to ingratiate yourſelf at tlie 
c expence of others, has nevertheleſs rendered 
you an object of envy and diſſike. Four 
«grandfather's immenſe fortune was too de- 
2 * to be nnn without 
2 2 Ai ion eee 
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and the avowed intended diſpoſal . m | 
« loft you all brotherly affection - 
This explanatiom at once opened my eyes 


and wounded my heart; I felt the injuſtice-of 


Lord Dunford's conduct, from believing it 
impoſſible that in a change of fituations I 
ſhould have conducted myſelf as he did. 
The fortune intended for me, was com- 
paratively but of ſmall value in my eyes; 1 
had heard fo; much of it, and knewiſo well in 
what manner much of it had been obtained; 
that I felt no great gratification in the idea of 
poſſeſſing riches that impoſed upon me painful 
reſtrictions, and which 2 me * _ 
family. e 0 1 mL 
Mr. Belmont Sethe Tos Lan wand Am 
uncaly, and to divert my chagrin ptopoſed 
going in the evening to the play. I made no 
objection, but 1 wrote a letter firſt to my 
mother, expreſſive of my duty and wiſh to 
ſee her, mentioning the cruel. prohibition of 
my grandfather, which, tho* impoſed, had not 
been acceded to by me; and that I could not 
think of being in London without availing 
myſelf of an opportunity ſo deſirable, if I had 
her 
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her orders to attend her, which OY wasn 
to ſupercede all others. 


There was a kind of duplicity in this bu- 


ſineſs that hurt me, becauſe I had tacitly given 
my grandfather to believe kis orders would be 
obeyed, tho' nothing was further from my in- 
tentions, — and I bluſhed before Mr. Belmont 
when I read to him what I had written. 
When commands are unjuſt in the letter 
of them, ſaid he, and proceed from 
principles that cannot be juſtified to reli- 
« gion and reaſon, fuch as the unnatural re. 
« ſentment againft your mother, and the ſtil 
more reprehenſible defire of eſtranging you 
« from the duty you owe to a parent, —I con- 
* feſs I fee nothing wrong in your intention to 
pay her the reſpect that becomes your cha- 
e racter and her's; nor any thing cenſureable 
ein that mental reſervation you obſerved 
« when unreaſonable commands were im- 
«© poſed. —Tho? there are very few caſes in 
« which ſuch reſervation ought to be tolerated, 
« yet I am of opinion that you. may ſtand 
S acquitted to yourſelf and the world.” 
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The ſentiments of Mr. Belmont were ſo 
congenial with my own, that it took a load off 
my heart, and left me at liberty to purſue my 


inclinations. I moſt ardently deſired to ſee my 


mother and ſiſter, after ſo many years had 


elapſed; but the recollection of my reception 


from Lord Dunford gave me very painful ap- 
prehenſions of ſimilar treatment from thoſe 
ſtill nearer to my affections; and this anxiety 
clouded my mind when I entered the play- 
houſe: with Mr. Belmont, tho' it inſenſibly 
wore off as I grew intereſted in the ſcenes on 
It was at the conclufion 11 the third act, 
when a buſtle made by ſome gentlemen on 
the oppoſite fide of the houſe attracted my 
eyes that way, and in the crowd I ſaw Lord 
Dunford and Sir William Felton, both, appa- 
rently by their behaviour, much inebriated.— 
Involuntarily I roſe haſtily, Let us go 
* round,” ſaid I to Mr. Belmont, and in- 
ſtantly darted from the box; he followed me 

as I was enquiring my way. 
A very great crowd impeded me in the 
paſſage, which at length giving way, I reached 
the 


* 


4 2 4Y 5 44 * + : 
ba La 
"EIN : 


he + 
— — — 
th 


— —ä—— — 
2 — 
10 
Fa 


LE 
A 4 
G 
q | 
1 
* 
3 
: 
: 


" THE VALTEY- OF” 


* 
136 
* 


Gen hom inlet (the buſtle: bad begun. but 
which was now empty, and I was informed by 


a perſon ſtanding at the door, that Lord 


Dunford and ſome young bucks of faſhion had 


quarrelled about a kept miſtreſs of the former, 
vrho had deſerted him for another, and the 
company round had obliged them all to leave 
the box, as they were aan; 
very riotous. 


1 een Ua dvikin intelligence, 
ſo unfavorable to my brother; but as my in- 
terference now was rendered unneceflary, and 
Ihad no inclination to hazard an affront at his 


apartments, I returned to my ſeat, tho inca- 
pable of receiving much entortaltiment Fir 
remainder: of: the evening. 


do not wonder, aid Mr. alma 
when we got home, * at the ill-health which 


* ſome time ago drove Bord Dunford to the 
ſouth of France. The company he is at- 
„ tached to, and the! vices he is drawn into 


of health when ſo young; his conſtitution, 


75 re num if he does not wan- 
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« tonly ſacrifive: it to the n 1 fly and. 
« the contagion of vice. 

Bad examples are ai aid to 7 
dangerous, —on the contrary, I am convinced, 
that the: ſcene I ſaw in that box, the diſappra- 
bation and contempt I had heard expreſſed on 
all ſides for the conduct of my brother and his 
companions, made a laſting Wannen on n 
memory. 1 Dh 

From that 8 I mech to esl 
ways. on my guard againſt intoxication, and 
cautious in my choice of aſſociates; for tho 


the beſt and: wiſeſt might be deceived by pre- 


tended virtues and falſe appearances, * there 
could be no excuſe for a voluntary aſſociation 


with worthleſs Ene — were as gia 


ing as the day. 

Such were 8 effects of the agu 
Daran. in my firſt outſet in the world. 
My heart was ingenuous, my mind not adul-. 
terated by a commerce with diſſipated cha- 
racters, and to this early impreſſion I owe 
that firm perſeverance in ſobriety which even- 
tually preſerved both my health and ſenſes. 
| „ ; 3d | 13 I 
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I paſſed a ſleepleſs night in various re- 


ben and aroſe with much anxiety 'on my 


mind for the event of the letter written to 
my mother. In leſs than an hour after we had 
breakfaſted, as Mr. Belmont, at my requeſt, 
was preparing to go out and make ſome en- 
quiries relative to my brother; I ſaw a carriage 
ſtop at the door with two ladies, the arms on 


- the pannels told me it was my mother's. 


I flew to the door, and before the ſervant 
could anſwer to the demand of their footman, 
«if Mr. Dunford was at home? my hands 
reſted on the door, the glaſs being let down, 
« My dear mother, permit me to affiſt you!” 
ſhe gave me her hand without uttering one 
word, but I heard my ſiſter exclaim, Dear 
James, how happy I am to ſee you“? 
© The moment my mother entered the 


room, ſhe threw her arms round me as mine 


were opened to receive her, and I thought hat 
the moſt bliſsful moment of my life; for I had 
long been a ſtranger to all effuſions of ten- 
derneſs,—and her words were as affectionate a as 
on careſſes. 

2 When 
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When our firſt emotions had a little fub- 
ſided, it was with great concern I obſerved ſhe 
looked ill; and tho® we had parted when 1 


was too young to retain any very ſtrong im- 


preſſions, yet her features were remembered 
and kept alive by a picture that exactly re- 
ſembled her. 

My dear James,“ ſaid ſhe, looking kindly 
on me, © you are a ſtriking reſemblance of 
« your worthy father, may you reſemble him 
< alſo in his many arable qualities He had 
but one fault, —an habitual indolence and 
inactivity both of mind and body, that 


proved the ſource of numberleſs evils. 


« Would to Heaven, however, that I had 
had but one fault to accuſe myſelf of !— 
Alas] myeriprs have been great and many, 
1 ay I ſee them too late!” I 

« Deareſt Madam,” cried I, kiſing her 
hand, © do not talk of the paſt, tell me that 
“you are happy, and believe, that however 
« ſeparated and denied the pleaſure of cor- 
* reſponding with you, my heart is warmly 
© intereſted for your happineſs, and feels every 
X . that duty and love can inſpire.“ 

« 7 
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am laiity,  faid-ſhe, © to ſee that my 
„ falher has not alienated the affect ions of 
my child from me ; tho his cruel inter- 
diction proves is heart retains none of that 
fond affection, an only daughter once pol- 
4 ſeſſed, and ſurely ought not to have loſt for 
% one venial error, ſuch I muſt call it, after 
having firſt married to pleaſe him. 
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But,“ added ſhe, with a ſigh, if it was an 


* unpardonable folly in his eyes I have been 
my on puniſher, and reſentment ſhould 
not outlive repentance: I have made many 
4 fruitleſs. conceſſions, many unavailing ap- 
e plications his heart is obdurate ] diſap- 
pointed his favourite views, förmed by am- 


"Y bition and avarice, and all that fondneſs he 


once laviſhed on me, ſunk- under the in- 
fjuence of his predominating paſſions.” 

L am ſure,” ſaid my ſiſter, abruptly, my 
< grandfather. muſt be of a ſhocking temper, 
to keep up ſuch laſting, diſpleaſure but 
if your offended him, what have; my Lord 
Dunford and myſelf done to be fo ſhame- 
£ fully neglected, and excluded from his fi- 


« vour and fortune? We are his grandchildren 
5 66-45 
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„g well as my brother James, and ought to 
be conſidered as ſuch - unleſs indeed, there 
„are people whoſe coronal it Ar: to "keep 
ta us aſunder. ?-» L 50 
2 « Mr. WIe is ta in 5 Coro 
91 thought: J. I ſee my: alter Ras“ imbibec the 
r ſentiments and drr drflife Wy influerices 
Lord Dunford. Ser 
n © My mother looked di teaſe; and before 
n I could ſpeak; ſaid, . Miſs Dunford you told 
dme you had ſome bufineſs to do in the 
* © city, you had beſt go on now, the carriage 
«is at the doe and you may call back and 
take me up.“ With all my heart, an- 
1- ſwered the, ang and looking very kavghtily, 
we if you have ſecrers, I do not want to Break | 
uin upon reciprocal confidence“. 
After ringing” for the — T took her 
y vas 6e My dear ſiſter, do not be unjuſt, * 
„ have no views, no wiſhes; independent of 
it WM © your intereſt remember that it was your 
d on deſire, and a very natural and proper 
- one, that you might reſide with” our dear 
a- mother, Who as readily acceded to the 
n © © wiſhes of my erandfather, that I ſhould re- 
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© main with him—1I was too young to "have 
« 2 voice in the buſineſs.” 
The ſervant announced the carriage, and 
ſhe left me without reply. My mother burſt 
into. tears, James,” ſaid ſhe, © your fiſter 
« has no ſocial affetiong—unhappily, I ac- 
e cuſtomed her too early to partake in the 
« gaieties of the faſhionable world my own 
« example authoriſed her juvenile follies— 
and I have not only loſt all influence over 
« her conduct, but en a ſhew of reſpecl, 
« ſince ſhe came of age. 

She proceeded to tell me, chat the Co- 
lonel, her huſband, was gay and diſſipated in 


the extreme; and that for ſome years after 


their marriage, pleaſure was their only purſuit, 
by which they had far outlived their in- 
come, and begun to be troubled with pecu- 
niary difficulties. He inſiſted upon an appli- 
cation to her father, tho' ſhe knew it would 
be fruitleſs, as he had never. anſwered one of 
her letters, nor at all concerned himſelf about 


her daughter, yet ſhe was obliged to comply. 


To her infinite ſurpriſe, ſhe. received an 


anſwer to her application for 7wo thouſand 
pounds, 


15 
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pounds, with a draft on his banker for u 
thouſand pounds, a ſum he was ordered to 
ſell out from the ſtocks, which at that time 
were very higg. | 
« In the letter he told ; ſhe had none re- 
ceived the laſt ſhilling from him, and that all 
future letters would be returned unopened. 
The ſum now ordered, he had intended giving 
to her in his will; but he had now done with 
her for ever, and adviſed her, and her ſoldier, 
to live within their ineome, as neither they, 
nor any of the family, would get a penny by 
his death, for James ſhould be ber to all his 
fortune. 1 
„She ſaid the ſum of money was ſo unex- 
pected, and ſo very acceptable, that at the 
moment tliey little regarded the contents of 
the letter; but when their pleaſurable ſurpriſe 
was a little abated, the Colonel very cruelly 
upbraided her with deceiving him. 0 
«* He told her, ſhe came to Bath not 2 11 
as the Counteſs of Dunford, with a good 
e but as the declared heireſs of an old 
fellow wallowing in riches.—As ſuch, he had 
married her, and tho' the puſerly impertinent 
fellow 
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fellow / had pretended to reſent dep taken 
without his conſent, yet he naturally ſuppoſed 
he would come to in time, and that ſhe muſt 
have poſſeſſion of his money bags at laſt: But 
ſince"the obſtinate mule had now made up 
his: mind to adopt that boy for his heir, ſhe 
muſt make ar alteration in Ber eſtabliſhment 
and erer his on oy le den 
make none. 5 1% l u vf 0! 
e She ute what 865 he demanded 
he told her to diſcharge her own particular 
footman, to leſſen her expences in dreſs, and 
ſtay more at home: — Or, ſhe might retire to 
the country for a few months, and drop her 
acquaintance” in town. That for himſelf, he 
had been eurſedly taken in, for all the women 
in town admired his perſon and accompliſh- 
ments; and but for bis confounded haſte to 
marry, as he thought a rich heireſs, he Was 
well convinced HE; —_ have done much 
Detter on mu 03 a 51 Hod loi or 
From that day; whe added; his behaviour 
was totally changed; he treated her not only 
with the moſt contemptuous neglect, but de- 
nied her almoſt every * her rank 
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and fort une entitled her to; and often refuſed 


* a guinea for her pocket. 
« When Lord Dunford came from alloys; 


| and my ſiſter from ſchool, he allowed of their 


being at his houſe, becauſe he was paid for 


their board; but he led his Lordſhip into 


ſuch ſcenes of riot and diſſipation, that he was 


oon out of health, and the Phyſicians ordered 


hin abroad, much againſt the Colonel's in- 


clinations at firſt, but when told, it was the 


only chance for his life, he gave up the point; 
for no otlier reaſon, he told my mother, than 
that he would keep that little incendiary, that 
curſed boy, James, from the title and eſtate. 

Lord Dunford was ſent to Montpellier, 
and the Spa, under the care of a governor; 
whoſe attention, with the ſalutary effects of 
the climate, reſtored him to perfect health. 
He had been returned about three months; 
and haying parted with his travelling tutor, 
came to reſide with them, where he was again 
introduced to a ſet of licentious companions, 
and lived more freely than ever. 

Sir William Felton, a very diſſipated and 


libertine young man, acquired great influence 
VOL, I. H over 
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over him, which the Colonel did not approve 
of; having no doubt views of his own upon 
his. Lordſhip, when he ſhould take poſſeſſion 
of his, eſtates: He therefore remonſtrated 
with Lord Dunford, and exerted all his pow. 
ers to detach him from Sir William —a violent 
quarrel enſued, and my Lord left the houſe; 
ſince when he had refuſed all accommodation 
——declined all intercourſe and was ſolely at- 
tached to Sir William Felton.” © _.. 

« There related to my mother, my viſit to 
my brother,.and the reception I had met with, 
She lamented. the, ſelfiſh regards which had 
deprived me of their affection; and proceeded 
to ſay, that my ſiſter was a great favourite 
with the Colonel, and his conſtant companion 
to all places of amuſement, from which ſhe 
was excluded; as they told her, their juvenile 
friends had an utter averſion to old women, 
who ought to remember they had had their 
day, and 'twas time now to refign pleaſures 
they could no longer give any eclat to, and 
withdraw decently behind the curtain, - before 


they were rudely thruſt there, 
« Thoſe 
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= Thoſe cutting words” continu ed my de 
ther, Gighing, © were uttered by your ſiſter, 
« the very day ſhe came of age, little more 


than a year fince. From that period I have 


« been a cypher in my own houſe; and except 
* appearing at the head of the table, I take 
« no lead in the management , any Ju of 
« cur eſtabliſhment. . 

« My daughter's taſte is coliilted in 
« every thing; ſhe invites the parties, and ap- 
« pears in a ſtyle of elegance, far above the 
e mediocrity of her fortune to ſupport; which 
« 1 ſuppoſe is with the view to procure an 
* advantageous marriage, as — IS Coy, 
* admired. | | 

« An attorney was 7] to ia her 
« pecuniary demands out of the eftate from 
© my father; which were immediately com- 
* plied with, without any other notice what- 
* ever. Indeed J have blamed her, and Lord 
«* Dunford alſo, for not paying more reſpect 
* and attention to their grandfather; but 
from the moment he declared you was de- 
* ſipned for his heir, they have conſtantly 
* abuſed him, as knowing his character for 

H 2 © obſtinacy 
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obſtinacy and perſeverance, they concluded 
themſelves entirely cut off. And I am but 
too often. loaded with their reproaches, as 
« the primary cauſe of their diſappointment. 
e cannot expreſs to you,“ concluded my 
mother, the agitations into which your let- 
ter threw me. Your ſiſter was preſent, and 
* rudely took the letter on my firſt exclamation 
4 of ſurpriſe. The Colonel was gone into the 
country with a hunting party, and ſhe had 
* undergone an operation for her teeth, which 

had kept her alone with me. 
_ « Heavens!” cried ſhe, © in Town! what 
* onearth brought him to London, I wonder? 
The old unnatural miſer, to forbid the boy 
« from ſeeing his mother—but you will com- 
* mand his attendance, I ſuppoſe? No,“ I 
&« replied, ©. he ſhall not riſk the diſpleaſure of 
his grandfather, by coming to me will go 
“e to him early in the morning; tho” if I do 
not meet with a kinder reception from kim, 
« than the treatment I bear from others, 1 
* ſhall derive but little ſatisfaction from the 
( can 
| « This 
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« This brought on an altercation, not 
„worth repeating, as it concluded with leſs 
violence than many ſimilar ones; and with 
A declaration from her, that ſhe would ac- 
company me, having buſineſs in the city, 
« and a little portion of oe; to ſee the 
t J eir ahfrarent. + | 

« And now, dear James, I have frankly 
told you our ſituation. Mine, you plainly 
e ſee, cannot be a happy one; and it is · em- 
bittered with the dread of ſome fatal im- 
« prudencies that your brother may be drawn 


into and a certainty that your ſiſter muſt 


break in upon the principal of her fortune, 
„in the ſtyle ſhe lives, which will evidently 
* embarraſs her by and by; tho* my admoni- 
tions, deduced from fatal experience, and 
* the conſequences of my former follies, hourly 

© before her, ought to act as beacons to warn 
* her from the ſame dangerous paths | 
My mother,” continued Hervey, in his 
memoir, © conchided with. a deep ſigh, and 
a trembling tear in each eye, that penetrated 
to my heart. I had never felt that innate 
tenderneſs, which maternal ties twine about 
H 3 the 
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the heart, till then. Her ſituation. claimed 
the moſt affectionate attention, for ſhe, was 
- conſcious: of all her errors, and. ſuffered: deep 
contrition, on a retroſpection of her conduct. 
I opened to her, without reſerve, the 
plans intended by my grandfather, for my fu- 
ture eſtabliſhment; and the conſequences 
threatened, ſhould my inchnations ever mi- 
litate againſt his ambitious, views. 
Without ſpeaking too freely of a man 
entitled to my reverence, I ſaid enough to 
convince her, that mine was far from being 
that enviable lot, which had deprived me of 
my family's regards; and I aſſured her, alſo, 
that no paltry conſideration of riches, ſhould 
ever tempt me- to. violate the duties impoſed 
upon me by honour and conſcience. 


« She embraced me warmly — © Thank 


„Heaven, dear James, you poſſeſs the noble 
« ſentiments of your father, with more energy 
* of mind. Perſevere in that rectitude of 
conduct, which can alone give true peace 
e to your boſom, and you will be ſyperior to 
fortune, or the caprice of its votaries.“ 
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„With infinite difficulty, I prevailed on 
her to accept from me one hundred! a year, 


that ſhe might not be © without a guinea in 
her pocket.” I would have made it two, but 
ſhe abſolutely refuſed it. Happily I was en- 


abled to pay the firſt ſix months in advande; 
and future payments, were ſettled to he tranſ- 


mitted to an old ſervant, who had married Xx 


reputable grocer. a1? 
« We had freely W ourſelves be- 
fore my ſiſter's return, who entered the wο%em 


with the air of a princeſs. Well,“ ſaid ſha, , 
with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, © you cannot complain | 


« of my intruſion upon your defired/:tete-a- 
„tete. I hope you give me credit for my* | 
« complaiſance.” I anſwered her in the mA 
ſtyle of pleaſantry; adding, what was N 
truth, and I knew muſt gratify a young wo- 
man, © that I was not a little proud of my 
ſiſter, having ſeen but few young women that 
equalled, and none that I thought ſurpaſſed 
her in perſonal graces.” 
Upon my word, James, I did not expect 
* ſo polite a compliment from you; it has 
* been ſaid, that © a polite brother is like a 
H 4 « black 
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2 black {wan.” I proteſt * have given 
« food ſufficient to nouriſh that vanity, my 
mother takes all imaginable pains to ſtarve; 
« forgetful, that without a little ſelf-conſe. 
« quence, women would be mere automatons 
in the hands of you lords of the creation, 
« So brother, I thank you for a civility that 
« ſo well juſtifies my own ſelf-· love. 

“ had put her in good humour; and ſhe 
really was a very charming girl in perſon; tho 
her conduct towards her mother, made her 
leſs eſtimable in my eyes, than ſhe muſt ap- 


pear in the eyes of ſtrangers. We parted, 


with much appearance of affection; and my 
mother promiſed to make another viſit, before 
I left town. 
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«A King may confer titles, but it is personal merit, and acknow-. 
ledged worth alone, that gives a man any claims to respect.” 


„MAR. Belmont on his return found me 

in a deep reverie; the emotions I 
felt were undeſcribable. Surely there is ſome- 
thing in the name of mother, implanted by 
the hand of nature in our boſoms, that ſoftens 
us to tenderneſs inexpreflible ; ; and to Know, 


to ſee that parent unhappy, neglected by the 
man to whom ſhe had confided her happineſs 


and fortune—ſlighted by her children—almoſt 
cut off from the pleaſures of ſociety, and left 
to feel the intolerable anguiſh of regret and 
{elf reproach—Ah ! how painful her ſituation; 
how ſincerely did I lament my na to 


make her happy. By 
H 5 « From 
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% From Ms. Belmont I learnt that Lord 
Dunford was confined to his bed in conſe- 
quence of the very ill treatment he had met 
with from the crowd the preceding evening; 
for the woman who had occaſioned the buſtle, 
had called ſeveral fellows to her aſſiſtance, who 
had completely drubbed the intexicated gen- 
tlemen, and got away undiſcovered. —He ad- 
ded, there was a reward of a hundred guineas 
offered to diſcover the offenders. 

I was much hurt at the degradation my 
brother had ſuffered, and expreſſed myſelf ra- 
ther warmly, that a man of 4is birth ſhould 
be ſo inſulted. —< Birth !”” repeated Mr. Bel- 
mont, how contemptible that boaſted pre- 
e rogative, if uſed as a licence to cover irre- 
4 gularities that would diſgrace a peaſant.” 

* A nobleman, or more properly ſpeaking, 
* a rich or titled man, compelled to borrow 
« merit from the dead ;—to deduce his claims 
eto reſpect from the grandeur and opulence 
* of his anceſtors, without any virtues of his 
«< own that can challenge the deference he 
< ſo preſumptuouſly demands, from perſons fo 

« ſuperior to him in every eſtimable quality 
« of 
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« of the ſoul - ſuch a being degrades himſelf,” 
« and ſhiould ſubmit to the humiliation hb * 
« well deſerves from others. 
My reafon ſubſcribed to tlie ditt Mr. 
Belmont advanced, yet my ſpirit revolted 
againſt the injurious treatment my brother 
had received ;—he obſerved the diſſatisfaction 
of my mind, and read my thoughts 
« My dear Mr. Dunford,“ ſaid he, « think: | 
« not that 1 blame the natural propenſities of 
an affectionate heart; you feel as one nearly 
connected by blood, and tenacious of the 
* honour of your family ought to feel—I 
only with you to diſcriminate properly, to 
« conſider that it is virtue, and not birth, 
* that makes men noble; and that only great 
actions ſuea great minds, ind W 0 
* rank or riches.“ | 
“Such were the ſentiments of that en 
man, who had the care of forming my youth- 
ful mind; but who was unhappily torn from 
me, before the promiſed ſeeds he had ſown 
were brought to maturity. = 
The ſhort period allowed for our reſidence 
in London, obliged us to make the beſt uſe 
of 
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of our time, that I might have a curſory view 
of the numberleſs intereſting ſcenes that city 
affords, and its variety of entertainments. 
Five days had been given to thoſe amuſements, 
the fixth I prepared to pay one more viſit to 
my brother, who I underſtood was ſtill con- 
fined to his apartment, —I had left my ad- 
dreſs the firft viſit, and tho* no notice had 
been taken of it, I reſolved the neglects of 
our brotherly regards ſhould reft wholly at his 

door. | 
Mr. Belmont having declined accompa- 
nying me from motives of delicacy, that he 
might be no reſtraint on our converſation, I 
ſent up my name and was admitted to his 
drefling room. Such an apartment belonging 
to a modern man of faſhion I had never ſeen; 
for tho? in lodgings, the room had all poſſible 
_ embelliſhments from pictures, china, vaſes, 
large jars with flowers, painted and gilded 
ftands for. books, and a toilet crowded with 
dreſſing boxes and ſweet ſcented waters. 
« He was indolently reclined on a ſofa, 
cover'd with filk damaſk, and was careſſing a 
large ugly maſtiff that was alſo ſtretched at 
his 
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his length beſide him. His conftant compa- 
nion, Sir William F elton, was in an arm chair 
feading the news- paper. 

He return'd a flight bow to 19 ſalute; 


Lord Dunford, whom I addreſſed as ſorry to 


ſee indiſpoſed, very languidly replied, —< Faith, 
James, I have been curſed ill, from a ren- 
counter with ſome vulgar ſavages one even- 
« ing at the Play-houſe, where we dropped in 
for a frolic.—T hope the low ſcoundrels will 
© be diſcoverd. I ſuppoſe you faw the adver- 
tiſement; tho my name not being men- 
© tioned, you could not know the nobleman 
« ſo infamouſly treated was your relation. 

* Nay, my Lord,” cried Sir William, be- 
fore I could reply, © tho? deviliſhly bruiſed, 
you came off without broken limbs, or any 
« loſs whatever; while I, in my endeavour to 
* reſcue you from baſe plebeian hands, had 
* my pockets picked of a conſiderable ſum 
which I had placed there to pay a tradeſ- 
fellow, who being out of the way when I 
* called, will pay dearly for his folly, by 
* waiting long enough before the raſcal will 
* get a ſhilling now.” 
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„Vou deſerved to loſe that, Felton,“ faid 


my brother, © for devoting the money to any 


« {uch purpoſe.—But I do lament the loſs of 
your watch and ring, becauſe they were de- 
& viliſh handſome, and will coſt me a con- 

founded ſum of money to replace.“ 
Fou replace!“ Certainly, they were 
loſt in my defence, and therefore the mo- 
„ment I take poſſeſſion of the fee ſimple 
and raiſe caſh, I ſhall look out to make a 
« refund.—As for the money I wont give 2 
e ſixpence, becauſe you ought to have kept 
it for a better purpoſe than paying ſuch 

« a curſed troubleſome crew as tradeſmen.” 

. © Thoroughly diſguſted with ſuch conver- 
ſation, before Sir William could reply, I told 
his Lordſhip I came to take leave of him, as 
in two days I ſhould depart for the Continent, 
where I ſhould be happy to do him any ſervice 
or pleaſure. I hoped his health would be 
ſoon re-eſtabliſhed, and that he would be 
careful to guard againſt the conſequences of 

ſuch fro/ics in future. | 
* Both gentlemen ſhouted aloud, which 
rouſed the maſtiff, who began_ barking at a 
furious 
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furious rate their laughter encreaſed- Un- 
able to endure this I,quitted my chair. See- 


ing me riſe they endeavoured to reſtrain their 


intemperate mixth, and ſilence the animal. 

My brother held out his hand, Mr. Dun- 
« ford, I thank you for your wiſe admonition; 
* my good advice in return may be deemed 
4 unneceſſary, as you have ſuch an able con- 


*« ductor in Mr. Belmont: however, I cannot 


„help telling you, that your grave look and 
« puritanical principles will be no introduction 
* to ſociety Abroad, where all is good humour 
and frolic.—Reſerve your ſober methodiſing 
ideas for this foggy iſland, where you may 
meet with a few dull dogs to keep you in 


* countenance.” 


This ſpeech deformed no an I bowed, 
believe contemptuouſly ; © Sir William, I 
* wiſh you a good morning.” — My Lord, 
* you have the good wiſhes of a brother, who 
* would be ſorry if hereafter he ſhould have 
* cauſe to bluſh at the ties of conſanguinity - 
© between us.” -A loud laugh followed” me 
down the ſtairs, and I left the houſe with an 


indignant ſcorn, for thoſe who remained im it. 
Ney 
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New to the world, and its poliſhed 


faſhionable manners, I was extremely hurt by 
the conduct of Lord Dunford and his aſſo- 


ciate; as I was not conſcious that the beha - 


viour and ſentiments of a young man wWhom 
they looked upon as a green-horn, a mere 
boy, were in any ſhape Os of their mirth 
and ridicule. 

On meeting Mr. Belmont, I paths with 
ſome warmth and aſperity, the treatment I 
had recently undergone ;—he ſmilec at my 
reſentment. 


I told you,” ſaid he, © that your brother 


« was a young man of the world, under the 
« tuition of what is called a knowing one—a 
man of the moſt abandoned morals. The 
« Counteſs, your mother, confirmed my opi- 
« non.—All that you complain of is perfectly 
natural, quite in character from them, and 
« merits only pity and contempt.—Pity for a 
« miſguided young man, who is in the road 
« to ruin; and contempt for the debaſing 
principles of a diſſipated diſſolute being, 
« who' has talents that he perverts, and pro- 
„ poenſities that he indulges at the expence 
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* & ny ſentunent” fhat is banane in 
« man.“ | 

That evening my mother paid me a fare- 
well viſit, and was happily alone.—Mortifica- 
tions and ſufferings had brought her to a 
true ſenſe of the errors and follies of early life. 
She acknowledged, with many ſighs, her neg- 
lects of her firſt huſband and his children; 
and the extravagancies which had made him 
wretched, and deprived his family of their 
juſt expectations in point of fortune. 

« She lamented the mean ambition of her 
father, whoſe vanity ſuperceded all natural 
affection. She beſought me to regulate my 
conduct confonant to his wiſhes, confiſtent 
with my duty to God and to myſelf ;—and 
concluded with ſaying, «© My dear James, 
* your's is an unadulterated heart, ſincere, 
* upright, and generous ; — experience has 
* taught me to be no indifferent judge of the 
mind from the countenance, when un- 
* hacknied in the ways of the world. You 
* have a warm ſuſceptible heart—that is the 

* rock on which your beſt hopes may be ſhip- 

* wrecked, if you do not obſerve prudence 

« and 
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«and ſelf-denial, to guard againſt its natural 


impulſes from the faſcination of beauty, 
which miſleads the eye but too often in 


« favour of worthleſs objects; and without 
* the vigorous exertion of your mental pow- 


ers, Judgement may be hoodwinked, and 


< blindly follow the lead of fancy. 


Excuſe me, added ſhe, © for theſe im- 


. plied doubts of your weakneſs of your ſuſ- 


ceptibility ; I have none, where honour 
and induſtry are called into action: But 
knowing well the capricious inflexibility of 
your grandfather in his favourite views, tis 
your heart that I would ſpeak to, — for ere, 
or I am greatly miſtaken, is your vulnerable 


part. 39 


The ſequel will prove the preſeience of 


my mother, whoſe advice I treaſured in my 
mind; firmly then belieying, that it would 


be a ſhield to guard the weakneſs of my eyes, 


ſhould they ever, which I thought impoſhble, 
outrun my prudence and diſcretion. 

We paſſed ſome hours in the moſt at- 
fectionate converſation ; ſhe was ſo entirely 


changed, ſo different from the woman I faintly 


remembered, 
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remembered, and had ſo often heard abuſed 
in the moſt unbecoming terms, that I felt 
indeed a tenderneſs in my heart, an undeſcrib- 
able ſoftneſs that was quite new to it ; and 
was ſuch a delightful emotion, that when we 
ſeparated I burſt into a flood of tears, 

« My poor mother was greatly affected. 
« Ah! James, my dear James, how little do 
« ] deſerve this effuſion of tenderneſs | and 
« you, you only, whom from infancy I neg- 
« lefted, feel for my unhappy ſituation.— 
«* *Tis too much Heaven bleſs you, my 
dear ſon !'”—She threw herſelf into the car - 
nage, drew up the glaſs, and—I ſaw her no 
more. 
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„Neither innocence nor prudence, can always guard against the 
machinations of base and malignant hearts z who not 
having virtue, or inclination to copy an example that re- 
proaches their own conduct, and excites their envy. 

Superior merit naturally becomes an object of hatred,” 


' Quitted London, with very little re- 
gret. I had met no minds congetial 
with my own; and except my mother, I had 
found no relations to eſteem — no fraternal 
regards to engage my affections. Mr. Belmont 
was now dearer to me than ever; the contraſt 
of his manners, with thoſe of Lord Dunford's, 
and Sir William Felton's, were decidedly in 
his favour, and encreaſed my reſpe& and 
veneration. 

« I was not a little nt at the cold 
neglects of my ſiſter; I ſaw ſhe was lovely, 
I wiſhed to have found her amiable and affec: 
tionate; 
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tionate; but ſhe never paid me a ſecond viſit, 
and her indifference gave me real pain. 

« 1 had written twice to my 2 
during the week I had paſſed in London; I 
mentioned my viſit to my brother, but I was 
too generous to relate his cool behaviour, 
much leſs the adventure at the play-houſe. 

« ] ſaid that I underſtood my mother was 
unhappy, the Colonel ungrateful, and that 
ſhe repented of her haſty. marriage, and panted 
for a reconciliation with her father, —This was 
all I dared Jay, as 1 ſpoke of it merely as a 
report. 
„We arrived in Paris, where we intended 
making a reſt of a few months; and 1 felt the 
effects of that delightful climate, in chearful 
(pirits, and was highly amuſed by the general 
happineſs that played on every countenance, 
from the peer to the peaſant. 

* We had been about ſix 'weeks at Pans, 
when I received two letters, one from my 
mother, the other from my grandfather: I 
obeyed the impulſe of my heart, and opened 
the firſt, After rejoicing in my fafe arrival, 
the contents were nearly theſe. 

| a | « Your 
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« Your” brother and the Colonel have 
e patched up a reconciliation, thro” the influ 
& ence of your ſiſter. The Duke of Branfield 
e has a very large family, with an entailed eſ. 
« tate, which the elder ſon will enjoy, encum- 
« hered with mortgages; and the younger 
branches, muſt make their way in the world 

« by their rank and perſons. ' 

Lord John, the fourth ſon, is in the 

guards, has been frequently at our houſe, 
and appears quite charmed with your fiſter, 
« Mary Ann. Unhappily, her fix thouſand 
“ pounds, F not broken in upon, would not 
« laſt hem five months, in the ſtyle ſo deſirable 
to both: Still in ſpite of my remonſtrances, 
„Which are ridiculed, he is allowed to be a 
« conſtant viſitor; and your brother is allo 
% enamoured with Lady Jane, the Duke's 
„third daughter, who will probably have no 
<« other portion than beauty -a great predi- 
«+ tection for every ſpecies of diſſipation and 
an unmeaſurable family pride. 

« Your ſiſter introduced the Colonel to 1 
« party going from the Duke's to a mal- 


6c 4430 and from that period, Lord Dun- 
& ford, 
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« ford, Lord John, your ſiſter, and the Colonel, 
have been always together. Great ſecrets ap- 
« pear among them they are frequently ſhut 
« in together in the library: If in the drawing 
room, and I chance to drop in unexpectedly, 
* their converſation ceaſes, and they obſerve 
for ſome time a myſterious ſilence, only in- 
« terchanging looks, and malicious ſignificant 
« ſmiles. - | n 
«* Alas! my dear James, I am a mere cy- 
pher, unleſs when beheld as an intruder. 
« But painful as it is to be treated with neg- 
ect by thoſe whoſe love and reſpe& by the 
« laws of nature I am entitled to; yet a con- 
ſciouſneſs of my own follies, the little re- 
* gard J paid in early life to my own duties, 
« {trike me with remorſe and confuſion, and 
* compel' me to feel that my ſorrows, and the 
« jll-condu& of others, originate from myſelf. 
„This aggravation of ſelf-reproach is the 
ſevereſt ſting of all. My dear ſon, all other 
evils may be borne with patient endurance, 
* but the condemnation of the heart is In- 
* ſupportable Guard againſt ſuch errors as 
your reaſon muſt diſapprove ; let that ſenſi- 
« bility, 
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« bility, which properly directed by the hand 
4 of prudence, may prove a bleſſing to your- 
« ſelf and others, be carefully watched, that 
« it may not degenerate into weakneſs, and 
be the ſource of bitter regret and unavailing 
« ſorrow. 
Adieu! my beloved Jamas, may Heaven 
& direct you reſpect yourſelf, and hold ſa- 
« cred the duties you owe to others. 
« Your truly affectionate mother, 
e 


FTho' greatly affected by this letter, I did 
not indulge any comments on it, but pro- 
ceeded to open my grandfather's. It was too 
prolix for me to copy exactly, but the ſub- 
ſtance I ſhall repeat as briefly as poſſible.— 
He firſt upbraided me grofily for my dupli- 
city, and inattention, or rather violation of 
his ſtrict commands relative to my mother; 
ſaid J had broken the contract between us, 
.and deſerved to be entirely reprobated, but 
that he remitted the puniſhment I had ſo 
juſtly merited; tho' he felt himſelf juſtified 
in making me feel the diſpleaſure I had in- 
curred, 
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curred, by contracting my income—he there- 
fore took from my allowance two hundred a 
year. My future conduct would either en- 
creaſe or diminiſh it, according as it ſhould 
meet with his approbation.” 

He then in very pointed terms, and evi- 
dent ſelf· gratulation, proceeded to inform me, 
« That he had received preſſing ſolicitations 
from the Duke of Branfield, who had offered 
his daughter, Lady Jane, the moſt accom- 
pliſhed woman in England, to Lord Dunford; 
on condition, that the alliance was agreeable 
fo, and ſanctioned by the favour of his 
grandfather.“ 

* And ftill further, That Lord John 
Sedgmore, his Grace's fourth ſon,” would alſo 
unite himſelf to Miſs Dunford, if ker fortune 
was made anſwerable to the ſplendid alliance 
ſhe would contract with a nobleman, who 
might chooſe: from the firſt families and for- 
tunes in the country; had not his predilection 
for Miſs Dunford, inclined him to give her 
the preference, if her wort iy grandfather could 
be brouglit to honour her with his favour.— 
And by theſe alliances he would reſtore the 

vol. 1. 1 honour 
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honour of the family, which had ſuffered by 
the haſty choice of the Counteſs—tho? the 


Colonel was a very deſerving gentleman.” 
He added, that © Lord Dunford, would, 


by his accompliſhments, and manners, give 


brilliancy to the firſt fortune or title in the 
| Kingdom; and languiſhed for nothing ſo ear- 
neſtly, as being permitted to throw himſelf 
at the feet of his grandfather. 

This letter from the Duke,” continued 
he, © was a condeſcenſion I could hardly ex- 
e pet; and is certainly an unequivocal proof 
of the young people's merit, I have there- 
© fore ſent them all an invitation to pay me 
« a viſit, becauſe I chooſe to judge for my- 
* ſelf. Your mother I never can ſee, for I 
« have ſworn to admit her no more. 

My houſckeeper is buly 1 IN preparations— 
« your father's caſtle is repairing —and it 
Lord Dunford deſerves my favour, I will 
<« give him up the mortgage. From hence, 
« young fir, you will ſee, that on your good 
behaviour depends your future proviſion; 
and therefore I warn you in time, to pay 

| „ more 
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* more ne to my commands or __ 
the conſequence.” 

Such were the chief contents of my 
grandfather's letter, which affected me with 
equal ſurpriſe and indignation. I did not for 
2 moment, regret the probability that my 
promiſed ſplendid fortune would be ſhared 
by my brother and fiſter—it had ever been 
my earneſt wiſh that zhey might be: reſtored to 
what J always had conſidered as their right.” 

« But I ſaw that I was to be the victim to 
art and duplicity: the private meetings tlie 
particular ſecrets, mentioned by my mother 
were now fully explained; and it was evident 
that the prohibition to viſit my mother, com- 
municated to my ſiſter, had been meanly ta- 
ken advantage of. The infringement of my 
grandfather's commands had heen reported to 
lim, no doubt with all poſſible aggravations; 
and the ſuperſtructure of their hopes, built 
on the downfall of my favour, in conſequence 
of the interviews between my mother and her 
lon, againſt unjuſt and unnatural interdictions. 

* Whilſt I was reading this extraordinary 
«ter a ſecond time, Mr. Belmont entered the 

8 1 room, 


L 
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room, and notieed my emotions—he eagerly 
enquired the cauſe; I gave him the letters 
without ſpeaking, and . for a few 
moments to recover myſelf. | 

returned ſoon after he had peruſed 
them; he had thrown himſelf into a chair, 
and appeared loſt in thought, with the letters 
in his hand. I entered with an aſpect more 
calm, I believe, than he expefted. 

* He aroſe, and taking my hand. My 


” dear Mr. Dutford,” ſaid he, I fear the” 


ideas, that I have often inculcated into 
your mind, will now be called forth into ac- 


< tion. I have often told you of the inſta- 


* bility of fortune the little dependence to 
be placed on the ſmiling aſpect of our af- 
<« fairs; and how prone the beſt of men are to 
change their opinions to alter their inten- 
ce tions and to be, with all their ſelf- ſuppoſed 
« wiſdom and ſteadineſs, the dupes to artful 
and intereſted beings, who have no regard 
to integrity and honour. 

do not blame your brother and ſiſter 
« for ſeeking to recover the favour of their 


i, grandfather, which they had not forfeited 
6c « by 
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« by any perſonal miſeonduct on their ſide 


« jt was natural, it was becoming in them, to 


make the effort; tis tlie indirect mode of 
„doing it, tis their ungenerous communi- 
« cations reſpecting you, and the profound 


« ſecrecy obſerved, even to their mother, that 


places their conduct, in a very unfaroutable 
point of view.“ 

*The predominating _—_ of my end. 
« father,” ſaid I, * are well known; atabition 
« and vanity have been the principal features 
« jn his character; and by attacking him on 
« his weak fide, by flattering his governing 
principles, they have doubtleſs ſucceeded. 
« Do not think ſo meanly of me, however, 
as to believe, that J regret the reconciliation, 
« or that any ſelfiſh views are ſuperceded by 

it far from it, the emotions that you per- 
« ceived on entering the room, aroſe from a 
different cauſe.” | 


« My young friend,” aid Mr. Belmont, 


interrupting me, © believe that I do juſtice to 


your heart I think it incapable of any 
* mean, diſhonourable ſentiments; yet ſurely 


there can be nothing unnatural in your ſur- 


13 « priſe 
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* priſe and concern; bot if their — has 
« been brought about by the ſelfiſh ſchemes 
« of pride, at the expence of integrity, and 
« by facrificing a brother, I muſt condemn Ml + 
their conduct, and you mult feel both . bay | 
tempt and indignation.” __ 
Very little, indeed, againſt them,” In 
« plied, „but I confeſs my mind revolt 
« againſt the, ungenerous conduct of my 
* grandfather. I do not value the diminution 
« of my income, for whatever it be 1 wil 
« not exceed it; nor ſhall my mother be de- 
* prived of the ſmall addition I have engaged 
to give her—but his threats, his commands I « 
« ſo haughty, ſo peremptory, and unkind— 
<. the ſuppoſition that I will meanly cringe for 
$6 an allowance, with which IT am poorly up- « 
by braided as an undeſerved favour—thelc are 60 
the circumſtances that excite my eee 0 
« and regrets. « 
Mr. Belmont allowed for the warmth f 
my feelings, and waited till the tumult of my 
agitations had ſubſided; he then ſpoke to the 
idle and feelings of my heart, and endea- 
- voured, by his ſenſible and gentle arguments WM a! 
, to 
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to turn the paſſions that were rouſed to wy 
es WM own advantage. 
nd I am convinced,” ſaid he, 5 that you will 
nM + never be. influenced by pecuniary motives, 
. mM "flatter others, or debaſe yourſelf ; but 
: = recollect that your character muſt now be 
e F eſtabliſhed or loſt for ever. Prove your 
gratitude and reſpect for the man who has 
Yo taken parental care of you, by actions rather 
on than by words, —reſpect yourſelf, apply 
i WW © cloſely to your ſtudies, obſerve mankind; 
e- MW © draw ſuch inferences from the virtues and 
od WF} © follies of others, as may tend to 7 800 | 
& your own conduct. 
or 
P. 


In a word, be ſtrictly obſervant of your 

* own duties act agreeably to the dictates 

« of integrity and honour—follow the lead of 

re WF © your grandfather's wiſhes, in all things that 

on © have truth and propriety for their baſis, and 

leave the reſt to Heaven.—Be free from 

of MW * ſelf-reproach, and you will have little to 

i WF © apprehend, or ſuffer, from the reproaches of 
ie WF © others,” 

a- I warmly thanked my chemi monitor 

aud endeavoured to impreſs upon my mind 

0 | 14 | his 
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his kind admonitions ; that I might be pre- 
pared to meet whatever diſagreeables ſhould 
befall me, with becoming reſolution. * 

I anſwered both letters, but took care to 
hide from my mother the reduction of my 
income. I juſtified my conduct to my grand- 
father, by a plain recital of facts; I congra- 
tulated him' and myſelf on the ſplendid prof: 
© pets of my brother and ſiſter; and affured 
him, it would be my ſtudy to merit his ap- 
probation by the propriety 'of my behaviour, 


- prove my gratitude to him for whatever fa- 


vours he was pleaſed to confer on me, by a 
ſtrict adherence to the character of a gentle. 
man; in which 1 included every duty owing 
to myſelf and to ſociety. I made not a ſingle 
obſervation on pecuniary matters, leaving the 
conſideration of that GS to his own 
feelings. 

My expences being now limited to a ſmall 
comparative ſum, I refolved not to- ſpend a 
ſhilling idly, but appropriate my time and 
money ſolely to the improvement of my mind. 
+ © Three months paſſed away rapidly, during 


which period I received a letter from my mo- 
tes 


32ꝙ4“’»d/ — — — — — — — — 
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ther, confirming the reconciliation betweei 
my grandfather and the family; that the 'tw6 - 
weddings would ſpeedily take place'; and, as 
ſhe had had accidentally heard, ten thoufand 
pounds were given to my ſiſter; the mortgage 
on the Caſtle given up, with the like fam in 
hand to Lord Dunford; and the old gentlemati 
had joined in making a 206-7 Wir on 
Lady Jane. 

From the knowledge of theſe Ap 
ſhe had been excluded by the family compact, 
but had been told by Sir William Felton; 
who, enraged at lofing his influence, and diſ- 
appointed in his views on Lord Dutiford's 
fortune, had called on her, and abruptly re- 
peated every cireumſtance that was tratiſacting: 


adding, with a fneer;—® Your politic ſon, and 


© his new friends, have completely jockeyed 
the beardleſs ſtripling, and his pedant tutor. 
By my ſoul, the diſappointment of that boy 
is the only thing I can pardon, for Lord 
* Dunford has uſed me eruelly HL,” 
„My mother proceeded to ſay, that 
alarmed and diſguſted by this intelligence, 
the gave the gentleman a very cool reception z 
13 but 
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\ 


but watched for an opportunity, to: ſpeak 
with the Colonel, who bad arrived from 


the country the preceding evening, and by the 


buſtle among his ſervants, ſeemed Þreparing 
for another tour. 

In the ſhort. converſati ion * held to- 

gether, (tor he would not anſwer many of her 
interrogatories) he confirmed every particular 
the had before heard; with the additional in- 
formation, that Lord Dunford and his fiſter, 
whom ſhe had ſuppoſed were at the Duke of 
Branfield's ſeat, | were at that moment in 
Scotland, with the Duke, and: his ſon and 
daughters 
% He, looked at her with an air of tri- 
pmph and ſcorn, refuſed to ſay where he was 


going, or when he ſhould return, and throw- 


ing her a note for a hundred pounds, bid 
her huſband it well, as poſhbly he gn not 
return for ſome weeks. | 
My poor mother concluded, with faying, 
that it was her intention on their next meet- 
ing, to propoſe a ſeparation, and if agreed to, 
ſhe would retire into the country; mean time 
the had taken courage to write to her ob- 
durate 


— Hit. - bats ot. 9. 
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durate father, and requeſt that ſhe might be 
included in the family reconciliation. 

« She expreſſed the greateſt regrets on my 
account, fearful leſt the envy and cunning of 
others ſhould operate to my - diſadyantage; 
tho” ſhe believed me too generous to repine, 
that my brother and ſiſter were likely to have 
ſome ſhare of my grandfather's unmenſe 
property.“ 

„This letter SE my mother s, for which 1 
was prepared, did not affect me much; but- on 
the ſcore of the ill treatment ſhe had received; 
but two poſts after brought me one that was 


eventually: the cauſe of all the misfortunes of 


my lite. 

* bis letter was * my ate 
with information that my brother and ſiſter 
were married the preceding day; and after 
paſſing a few weeks at the Caſtle, to receive 
the compliments of the nobility and gentry of 
the country, he believed he ſhould accompany 


them to London, on a viſit to his Grace, 


whoſe preſſing entreaties, old as he was, had 
compelled' him to think of * the 
journey. the 

« Then 
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"Ms. Belmont entered, with an open letter 
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00 Then followed the ſtroke for Sade 1 
was quite unprepared, —He ſaid,  * from the 


accounts he had received of my manners and 


conduct during the ſhort time I ſtopped in 
London, he was convinced that Mr. Belmont 
was the moſt improper perſon in the world to 
form me for ſociety ; tho' his learning and 
morals were not diſputed. —He. had therefore 
written to that gentleman to prepare him for 
reſigning his charge to another, now on his 
way to Paris; who was more competent to the 
care of a young man like me, and had ac- 
cepted the employment for half the fum al- 


lotted to Mr. Belmont :—to whom however 
he had ſent an hundred pounds, to reimburſe 


what expences he might have 1ncurred for the 
journey, and his return to England. _ 

« He added, the gentleman to whom ! 
ſhould henceforth be accountable for my con- 
duct, would bring his credentials ſhortly after 
my receipt of his letter; and on my reſpect 


and attention to him, reſted my claims to his 


future favour, . and the regards of the family.” 
I fat almoſt petrified in my chair, when 


in 
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in his hard; < He ſay my wan, and 
warmly embraced me. | 

„My dear young, friend,” ſaid Be; * this 
« is an afflictive ſtroke to me; I am compelled 
to relinquiſh- the flattering hope J had for- 
„med, of enjoying your ſociety for ſome 
« years — of witneſſing your improvements, 
and deriving to myſelf both honour and 
« pleaſure from the virtues of your mind, ſu- 
* perior far to your accompliſhments. I am 
indeed mortified at my difappointment, but 
« poflibly the change may be of advantage 
* to you the gentleman who has the wp 

* pineſs to ſupercede me; I wilt ſuppoſe has 
* ſuperior qualifications.” 

Hitherto I had been ſpeechlek, but the 
emotions of my heart now overflowed at my 
eyes, and words were lent me at the ſame mo- 
ment, I threw myſelf into his arms, and 
bitterly deplored the irreparable loſs I muft 
ſuſtain. I was too ſenſible of his 'wortle to 
admit a thought of any man's ſuperiority to 
him; and faw at once the baſe defign in de- 
priving me of ſuch advantages, as Ho maſt 

| | derive 
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derive from a gentleman of his ee 
abilities. | 
» © I wasthrown off my ml 3 | 
of my dependent ſituation — I blamed the 
_ weakneſs and folly of my grandfather—and I | 
execrated the meanneſs, the duplicity, and 

injuſtice, of my brother. and ſiſter. 
Mr. Belmont ſoothed my - paſſions; and I , 
tried to reaſon me into a perfect ſubmiſſion to 
commands I could not diſpute; and as the 
only method by which I could defeat the ma- WW | 
licious purpoſes of others, to obey, without 
even a ſhew of reluctance, the orders of a pa. 
rent and a guardian, whilſt they did not mi- 
litate againſt my honour; or integrity. Pur. 
ticularly he recommended to me to receiye 
the gentleman, who was; to; ſueceed him, with 
reſpe& and kindneſs as one no ways impli- 
cated in the deſigns of my relations; and 
whom, he had no doubt, but my diſpoſition 
and attentions, would. wendy, make a friend t 
to my intereſt. F 
« 'To repeat the ſeveral e ions that M p, 
paſſed his generous endeavours to reconcil M in 
me to meaſures, ſo entirely oppoſite to the 

feelings 
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feelings of my heart, and the conviction of 
my judgment, would take up too much time; 
tho' every word was engraven on my heart, 
and entitled him to more than 1 
love and reverence. 

Four days were paſſed in mit and 
fruitleſs regrets on the fifth, ſuſpenſe was at 
an end, and the object ſo much dreaded, 
made his appearance. Mr. Murray, ſent up 
his name, as a gentleman arrived from 
England. | | 

I met bim at the a md agitated; 
I ſhrunk back - involuntarily at his entrance, 
tho' my hand was extended to greet him with 
2 welcome. He bowed- ſuperciliouſly, and 
delivered a letter: gladly I retired to the win- 
dow to peruſe it, whilft Mr. Belmont politely 
entertained him. I 
© The letter was ſhort, it only announced 
Mr. Murray, as the gentleman to whom I was 
to pay the © higheſt reſpect, and unlimited 
obedience.” I turned my eyes, and drew them 
back with diſguſt ; and here I muſt indulge 
in drawing his portrait. 


« He 
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« He was uncommonly tall, high ſhoul- 
dered, and boney; his air mean and uncouth; 
his features extremely large, with high pro- 
jecting cheek bones; his face much ſcar'd by 
the ſmall-pox; his upper lip ſhort, which diſ- 
covered a frightful row/ of teeth, that hung 
over the others, when he opened his mouth 

to ſpeak; his aſpe& ſevere and ſtern; and his 
voice ſo diſcordant, that with ſpeaking broad 
ſcotch, it was diſagreeable beyond conception. 

Never could be ſeen a more ſtriking con- 
traſt, than between Mr. Murray and Mr. Bel- 
mont; the latter united to a handſome perſon, 
the utmoſt elegance of manners, à prepoſ- 
ſeſſing open countenance, that engaged re- 
ſpect and eſteem, and that noble frankneſs and 
eaſe, which is the reſult of a good heart and 
a poliſhed mind. 

« had remained 16ng enough at the win- 
dow to have read a letter of three times the 
length of the-one 1 held; but I felt ſomething 
ſo repulſive, ſenſations of ſuch diſguſt; againſt 
the bearer, that I dreaded to advance. Mr. 
Belmont, I am ſure, read my thoughts in my 


countenance, for riſing, and taking my arm 


permit 
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« Permit me, Mr. Morray,” ſaid he, to 
« introduce this : gentleman, whom you have 
the good fortune to conſider as your pupil; 


and with whom I have paſſed ſome of the 
« moſt ape hours of my life. To fay I 
« do not envy you thoſe talents, that: have 

« entitled you to this'pre-eminence, would be 
an untruth; for I certainly do regret that 
« deficiency in abilities, which have induced 
« Mr. Dunford's friends to ſuperſede me in 
an employment ſo congenial to my feelings. 
gut I muſt yield to your ſuperiority; and 

«* conſole myſelf with the idea, that my ami- 


« able young friend will derive all thoſe ad- 


* vantages, * _y be expected from 8 ; 
experience.“ 
* During this long introsuden we had 
ſhaken hands, exchanged bows, and ſeated 
ourſelves. I ſaw that Mr. Belmont wiſhed 
to give me conſequence; but the compliments 
he paid to Mr. Murray, ſeemed to accord ſo 
little with his appearance, that I conſidered 
them as perfectly ironical; and could ſcarcely 
refrain from laughing, tho' in no very pleaſant 
mood. I found afterwards, Belmont did not 
mean 
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mean to ridicule, but to pleaſe him, that he 
might receive a favourable impreſſion. of us; 
for he blamed. me, in giving way to an unjuſt 
prejudice from klie man's exterior, when per- 
haps he had virtues and accompliſhments, 
that greatly overbalanced perſonal defects. 
Mr. Murray, having a few commiſſions 
to execute, withdrew immediately after din- 
ner; and my beſt friend then announced his 
intention of quitting Paris the following day. 
1 earneſtly. ſolicited him to ſtop a ſew days; 
and in the warmth of my feelings, drew a 
comparitive picture betwixt him and his ſuc- 
ceſſor, that ſeemed to hurt him greatly, and 
drew on me his cenſure, for being ſo 1 
re a 
I nul — you, ſaid be, 5 — the 
6 ſooner I quit this country, the ſooner I ſhall 
« fulfil duties, impoſed both by honour and 
« gratitude.— Long ſince 1 engaged myſelf to 
Lord Shipley, that the moment I was con- 
« ſidered of no eſſential conſequence to you, 
« and was diſcharged from the duties of my 
employment, I would become an inmate of 
« his. houſe. He has two ſons, both are 


1 , | young, 


* his manners! — © are not prepoſſeſſing, 
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cc young, and not yet out of the kinds of wo- 


« men, therefore two or three years hence, 


would have been early enough; but it is 
his wiſh, that I ſhould reſide with him 


« whenever I am diſengaged. 1 1 5 


I have many obligations to 4im—and the 


* friendſhip I bear to you, has equal claims 
* upon me. But your partiality to me, may 
render you unjuſt to another; to cure you 


* of prejudices,-'tis fitting that you ſhould 
immediately determine to coincide with the 
« defires of your family, and regard Mr. Mur- 


« ray as a man of merit, entruſted with the 
« ſacred charge of introducing you to ſociety.” 
Into ſociety!“ I repeated, © his perſon, 


laid he, interrupting me, but the mind and 
* the body are not always analogous. Mr. 
Murray has doubtleſs qualities that entitle 
* him to reſpect; and having, as he informed 
* us, travelled before now with young men of 


* faſhion, I dare ſay he can introduce you * 


* to very. deſirable ſociety.” ““. 
41 1 replied, * he has travelled with 
« ſuch; he is the more unfit' to accompany 
© me, 
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« me, Les the trifling ſtipend allowed for 
my expenditure, muſt circumſcribe both 
< my expences and company within a _y 
narrow compaſs.“ 

Do not be querulous,” returned he, for. 
“ titude is the faireſt bloſſom that ſprings 
from a noble mind. Fortune can neither 
add to, nor diminiſh your real merit ;—my 
<« dear pupil,” added he affectionately, * 1 
have no fears for your honour or integrity; 
vice, I am ture, will have no power over a 
* ſoul like your's.—T1s your feelings, your 
too great ſuſceptibility, that I dead as the 
rock on which your little bark of happineſs 
„may be daſhed in pieces; unleſs you guard 
« ſtrictly againſt thoſe ingenuous effuſions of 
« the heart, ſo rarely to be met with at your 
age, — ſo highly to be prized - but ſo little 
„ underſtood, and leſs valued, in a ſelfiſh 
<« intereſted world.“ 

* But I am getting very prolix, 0 indeed 
ſo dear is the remembrance of all his precepts, 
that I could dwell on them for ever. Suffice 
it to ſay, that the few hours we paſſed toge- 

ther, impreſſed on my mind ſuch leſſons tot 
N my 
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my future conduct, that 1 conceived it would 
be next to an impoſſibility, that I ſhould 
erer ſwerve from the laws of prudence and 

diſcretion. | 
« When Mr. Belmont tore himſelf from 
me, I had a fad preſage that we ſhould meet 
x0 more; I turned from him as he ſprang 
into. the carriage, unable to ſee it drive off, 
and met the eyes of Mr. Murray. There was 
2 contemptuous malicious expreſſion in them 
that ſhocked” me. He followed me into the 
wreakfaſt room, and ſeemed, I thonſhs to 
enjoy my diſtreſs. 

Jo entertain me he run on with a long 
and circumſtantial deſcription of my grand 
ather's noble viſitors the preparations for 
the double marriages and the ſuperb preſents 
made to the brides. The ſubject very little 
nterefted me, I envied not their grandeur ; 
the income ſettled on me when I left Scotland, 
with the company of Mr. Belmont, wotld' 
have gratified every wiſh of my heart; and 1 
felt the reduction more as an act of injuſtice, 
s an infult to my mother, than of any n ma- 
terial conſequence to myſelf. | | 
CHAP. 
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« Let us beware of entering upon measures that render us in- 
excusable to our own hearts —for that is the test after all; 
the World's opinion ought to be but a secondary consi- 

- deration,” wn — ⁊ — "ies 
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66 ITHIN a few days I was ſenſible of 
the marked difference between my 
two Governors. Mr. Murray was fond of 
public places, of company and cards,—Se- 
veral young men of faſhion were introduced 
to me, as the brother of Lord Dunford;—1 
was loaded with compliments and careſſes.— 
The narrowneſs of my income was not known, 
and I found myſelf an object of equal atten- 
tion in all parties with both-ſexes. 1 
« Hitherto I had mixed very little with the 
female world; the gay Pariſian ladies were new 
and faſcinating objects; they attracted my 
eyes, and amuſed my mind; which was fre- 
13 quently 


sT. GOTHARD. „ ; 
cial clouded by fruitleſs regrets for the ir- 
reparable loſs of my m ang tutor _ 
Belmont; © 
« T had eſcaped FRO the Lien of Gun, 
tnflers while under the judicious management 
of my late tutor, conſequently I was equally 
hurt and ſurprized when Mr. Murray made 
no ſcruple to commit himſelf to me; and gaily 
boaſted of his intrigues with women, whoſe 
ank and ſituations placed them above all 
temptations to vice, and who could have no 
excuſe for impropriety of e * the 
degrading one of depraved hearts. d 
« Bold as his aſſertions were, en 1 oked 
on the man before me, and confidered what 
was due to female delicacy, I found it difficult 
to credit the information he gave, with an 
ar of ſelf-complacency, that ſeemed as a tri- 
umph over my very ſuperficial knowledge of 
the world, which I ſcrupled not to avow. 
* This man, whoſe: features when I firſt. 
beheld him, inſpired more than diſguſt, a ſort 
of terror, from their ſternneſs, was now en- 
ticely relaxed from that ſeverity of air and 
manner. He —_— to be gay and agreeable, 
ridiculed 


y 
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ridiculed the intenſe application to my ſtudies, 
which he faid, made me appear pedantic and 
unſocial; and told me, that to be a gentleman 


and a pleaſing member of ſociety, I ſhould 


ſtudy the great volume of nature,—mix with 
the world frequent public places and attaſth 
myſelf to the ladies. _ 

For ſome time I reſiſted this advicepMud 


| held it in contempt}; but 1 could not decline 


Joining in ſome parties with two or three ele- 
gant young men he introduced. Inſenſibly, 


even to myſelf, thoſe parties became more fre- 


quent, more enlarged, and grew leſs repug- 


nant to my feelings. I approached the ladies 


with leſs diffidence, I ſtrove to mix in their 
converſations without embarraſſment, and felt 
a-ſecret, and till then unknown — in 
unn and approbation. 
Still. T preſerved my integrity ws could 


"mot flatter thoſe; whoſe manners I. did not 


approve: nor be laviſh in compliments to 
gratify vanity or folly. Among my male 


triends I obſtinately perſevered in refuſing to 


play for large ſums; I rarely entered into their 


ee and then only ſtaked trifles, which the 
Donn. lols 


loſs of could not prove injurious eo my bare 


income. 


on the ſubject of gambling, were deeply im- 
preſſed on my mind; and happily both reaſon 


ler of temptation, example, n or 
p*aafion, to irradicate. 

was drawn in twice to accompany duns 
of my own countrymen to a tavern, where 
riot and intoxication preſided; Aloud "yoo" 
feration, diſputes, and bets, the only enter- 
tainment. To a repetition of ſuch exeeſſes, 
no Entreaties could draw me a third time. 


eir 
elt Lord Dunford, at the theatre, which was 
in never forgotten; and the intemperanee I Was 


now an eye witneſs to, gave me a thorougli 
diſguſt, to what is called, convivial parties. 229 
In conſequence of this ſeceſſion from the 


tached to the French aſſemblies; where an 
agreeable mixture of males and females, gave 
a thouſand charms to converſation: and tho 
ight and frivolous in general, yet ſometimes, 

Obs BS. K improvement, 
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The leſſons Mir. Belmont has bete | 


d inclination confirmed them, beyond the 
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1 had received a leſſon from the conduct of 


ſociety of my countrymen, I grew more at- 
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improvement, as well as amuſement, wow 
| by derived from perſons of both ſexcs. , | 


I muſt however obſerve; that that's were 
5 Eder time in Paris, ſome young Engliſhmen 
of rank and reſpectability; and many Scots 
gentlemen, who were an honour. to. their 
country. But while, Mr. Belmont reſided 
with me there, we had been engaged in a va- 
riety. of occupat ions, frevious to my intro- 
duction; and he was ſo deſirous of inveſti- 
gating characters, before I ſhould be publicly 

known, that - unhappily my entrée into the 


faſhionable world was delayed, and my ac- 


quaintance left ſolely to the ſelection of his 
ſucceſſor: Who as it proved, was as little 
known as myſelf to thoſe reſpectable cha- 
racters, and doubtleſs had his own views, in 
keeping me a ſtranger to them, by throwing 
me into company, who moved in a circle ſo 
different, that I was not likely to be noticed 
by ſuch perſons as might have reflected ho- 
nour on me by their acquaintance. 

„ I had been eight months at Paris, th. 
out receiving one line from Mr. Belmont, 


which koth ſurpriſed and afflicted me, becauſe 
| I 


— 9 
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had written twice, unealy at Ty filence, atid” 
addreſſed my Letters to Lord Shipley's.- T' 
was much hurt at a conduct I could not ac- 
count for, but it did not leſſen my regards; 
was perſuaded, that whenever I ſhould hear 
from him, he would account ſatisfactoꝛily, for 
this apparent neglect. I was anxious for his 
health, and tenacious of his eſteem; But 1 
never permitted a thought injurious to his 
ſincerity or N Vs o del on my mind 
an hour ee 
« had twice heat S my Adden and 
15 often from my grandfather, ſince the ſplen- 
did weddings. The letters from my mother 
announced the completion of the weddings, 


to which Ber approbation had not been ſoli- 


cited; neither had ſhe been invited to the 
Caſtle, tho to her infinite ſurpriſe, ſlie learnt 
that the Colonel was a . at Lord 
Dunford's. 
She felt this nad A and con- 
temptuous treatment from her children, with 
the bittereſt ſorrow; and was very appre- 
henſive that the intrigues of artful ſelfiſh per- 
ſons, mn operate greatly to my diſad- 
K 2 vantage 
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vantage with, my: grandfather; as * ſen- 
timents had undergone ſuch an ati revo- 


lution in their favour. 

Such were the contents * . firſt "ood 
The ſecond was dated from the country, from 
_ a.{mall” houſe. of the Colonel's, to which ſhe 
had; been ordered to retire. Ihe town houſe 
was given up, and he informed her, it was his 
intention to have lodgings only in town for 
the future. She had ſince heard, the families 
were arrived in England; and that Lord John 
had poſſeſſion of the houſe. that had once 
been her's, and from whence ſhe had been dri- 
ven for their accommodation. | 

She added ſeveral. other aa at 
an unpleaſant. nature; and an air of oppreſſive 
melancholy - run thro' every part of her com- 
munications, that greatly afflicted; me, par- 
ticularly as I had not the power to conſole, 
or aſſiſt her. 

„ Whilſt I was thus tenderly- aha for 
my poor mother, letters arrived from my 
grandfather, and to. my utter aſtoniſhment, 


dated from London, a city, he had an hun- 
dred 


r 
4 
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dred times ſworn never to ſee again; and a 


journey, which at his time of life, and infir- 
mities from the gout, I conceived it 3 
ſible for him to have undertaken. 

« He ſeemed conſcious that his eonduct 


wanted an excuſe, even to me; for after a 


laboured deſcription of the noble and ſplendid 
alliances, contracted by his approbation— 
the very polite attentions paid to him by the 
Duke of Branfield and the great reſpect and 
affection which bis nephew and niece, atid 
their coimexions, evinced towards him, he 
thus proceeds 

« You remember, James, Ant the Jondter 


* of my family — their forming alliances 


among ithe'nobility—has always been the 


« ruling paſſion of my life. Your Mother's 


« fooliſh and undutiful behaviour, in her ſe- 
« cond marriage, fo thoroughly diſpleaſed me, 
that I ſolely ſwore never to fee her more. 
This te deſerved; but I was unjuſt to the 
children, for they had not offended me, and 
therefore I carried my neglects of them, 
* and particular partiality for you, to an ex- 
« treme, that was beyond the rule of right. 
K 3 The 
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The Duke of Branfield, to whom I was 
Lan entire ſtranger, wrote to me a yery ſen- 
e fible letter on the ſubject; and made ſuch 
« propoſals, as were very gratifying, to the 
predominant with of my heart. 
The arguments of his Grace, and his 
condeſcenſion, in deſiring an alliance with 
me, were irreſiſtible motives to a change in 
my reſolutions. I have done handſomely 
for your brother and ſiſter, that their rank 
may be properly ſupported.” Þ 
However, mind me, boy, 1 out aug for 
4 you; and if you follow therr fes —if you 
* marry a woman of family, that is among 
the nobility, you ſhall have an equal ſhare: 
but. by the Lord, if you are undutiful— 
-< ungrateful—and chooſe for yourſelf; if you 
« carry on a correſpondence ; with your mo- 
ther, againſt my expreſs command; or in 
any ſhape act contrary to the advice of Mr. 
Murray —hark' ee, young man, not a penny 
of mine ſhall. go to an ungrateful fellow; 
' nor will any of your noble relatives coun- 
tenance one, who forgets what is due to his 
birth and family. Mind therefore your 
a | P's 


— 
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« Ps and Q's, gebe my favour ahd. you 
« ſhall have it. I intend you ſhall* remain a- 
« broad, with Mr. Murray, two years, wherever 
« he pleaſes. That pedant, Belmont, was un- 
« fit to form à young man of the world % 
« have now #' complete” gentleman, ſee” that 

you obey and pleaſe him, and mind that 
« you are economical.—1 ſhall - countenance 
© no extravagancies: tis the prudent con- 
« duct of your brother and ſiſter that has made 
c me their friend, and agree to paſs ſome 
months. in London, with his Grace the Duke 
« of Branfield, whom courteſy and his example 
allow me to call brother. As you behave you 
« will find me, an affe&tionate open] 
« or an indifferent relation. 

« ] leave any one to Judge te 
Hervey, in his narrative; © what effects were 
produced in the mind of a young man of ſpirit 
and ſenfibility, by the peruſal of this letter. 
Indignation and contempt ſwelled my heart al- 
moſt to burſting .I had gone throꝰ ĩt a ſecond 
time when Mr. Murray entered with a ſmiling 
countenance that wore a grin of malice and 


ſelf. „ with a letter in his hand. 


K 4 « He 
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| e faw.my cheek, ſaffuſed with cribs, 
rr effuſions of innate pride, and my eye 


ſparkling with indignant ſcorn, his appear - 


ance juſt then was by no means calculated to 


leſſen my .emotions.—* Heyday, Mr. Dun- 
« ford?” he exclaimed, from what cauſe 


« proceeds ſuch Walen emotions as ſeem to 


- "70.3 


* informs you what acts of kindneſs [may ex- 
< pect from y grandfather, and the extent 
LY! ol the power "lodged in yourhands.” 22120 

© I-zeally don't underſtand you, returned 
he, it appears that you have one of the wor- 
thieſt, nobleſt· minded men in the world, for 
your parent; and it muſt be yeur on fault 


** if gau are not alſo one of the happieſt.— The 
power you ſpeak of, will never be exerted 


put for your advantage; and I wiſh more to 
be thought your friend than your governor.” 
 * A, moment's conſideration, whilſt he was 


| ſpeaking, had taught me that poſſibly I was 


unjuſt as well as impolitic, in my reflections 
on him; the inſtant conviction ſtruck me, 


e followed. © Pardon me, Mr. 
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« Murray, if [ appear petulant and rude, ge: 
* no wiſh to have any concealments from you; 
read that letter, and I flatter myſelf you will 
then readily excuſe my viſible emotions, and 
« allow for the impetuoſity of my feelings. 

« Whilſt T traverſed the room, ſtill much 
witated, he peruſed the letter, and with ſo 
much method, deliberation, and thought, that 
had time to cool a little. My angry paſſions 
ſubſided into a fſullen indignation that 
prompted me to emancipate myſelf from this 
intolerable yoke,—to give up all expectations 
of favours that enſlaved the mind, and ſo ab- 
ſolutely fettered my free will, that not one ſen- 
timent of reſpe& or gratitude could be enter- 
tained for a man who accompanied benefits 
wth threatenings, and on whoſe capricious re- 
ſolutions no reliance could be placed. 

« My mind was in this irritable fluctuating 
tate, when Mr. Murray advanced; «I cannot, 
aid he, © altogether approve of your grand 
I © father's ſtyle, but I dare ſay the good gen- 
„ tleman meant well. Old men are 'tena- 
| © cious, —his daughter diſappointed his wiſhes, 
2 * his Nan affetion for you, makes him ſuſ- 
3 « picious 
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< picibus and apprehenſive. ei cannot mean 


«© a/t he ſays; tis only a ſtrong way of expreſſ- 
Ling his ſentiments; more correſpondent to 
_ © the-prejudiees' of age than to the feelings of 
a young man. Forget it 1 adviſe ou, as 2 
friend, to be moderate and cbmplaiſant in 
your reply, ſome people muſt be hu- 
« moured; conſider, his fortune, or even your 
« proportionate ſhare of it, is too conſiderable 
<. to be ſacrificed to pride or feeling +—herc- 
« after it will make you full, amends for tem- 
„ poriſng and acquieſcing in perfect lubmifſion 
<-tochis;commands.”; {fs 1 44s, 

LNever, ſaid I, age never will I 
. << prognils ſubmiſſion tO ungenerous and in- 
diſeriminate commands. It is my duty and 
my inclination to ſhew him every reſpect, to 
- © pay every attention to his wiſhes, if my 
heart and judgment approve of them but 
_ « unqualified ohedience no reaſonable man 

will exact, and no man 11 r BY ever 
engage for“ 

Vou are too much ruffled now, raed 
has 4 to; hold further converſation on the ſub- 
ject. We are eee to Madame Le 

10 rs. « Maitre' 5, 
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« Maitre's; this evening; g. recollect yourſelf, 
«* compoſe your ſpirits, that you may meet the 
company with an inclination- to pleaſe and 
be pleaſed. There will be ſome ſtrangers, 
ladies from Switzerland; do not diſgrace 
« yourſelf and your country by a gloomy coun- 
tenance and a conſtrained manner, which is 
« here {aid to characterize the Engliſh. ,- En- 
deavour to be cheerful, and depend upon it 
« we ſhall do very well bye and bye mean 
time write, write as you ſhould do, be hum- 
ble and ſubmiſſive, and aſſure yourſelf we 
* ſhall:fucceed very well depend upon * 
good report.“ 
He quitted my room without matting 
for a reply, which at that moment I-could n 
have uttered, for his laſt words had — 
rouzed my paſſions into a ferment. The idea 
of duplicity, of writing what my heart could 
in not dictate, from mean ſelf.intereſted views, 
er BY fired my ſoul, and immediately I called for my 
writing box, to delineate my ſentiments as be- 
d ecame a man of honour; without forfeiting the 
Js Hp ed "ou to him. as a parent, to 
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dba Kass hdsbesd, for his early care in my 
youth, and my education in riper years. 
e I afſured him that no part of my con- 
duct ſhould diſgrace him or my family,.—1 
fad, and with truth, that J rejoiced in the 
zuſtice of his conduct towards my relatives, 
that I was ſuperior to all mercenary conſider- 
ations, . and whether I was deftined to enjoy 
part of his fortune, or depend ſolely on my 
on ſmall paternal one, I truſted honour and 
might hereafter ſtand acquitted to my oton 
n whatever might be the e of 
"Om 

I congratulated Aonbispesden Reales 
a connexions fo correſpondent to his wiſhes; 
but could not help expreſſing my hope, that 
as unjuſt prejudices were done away, and as we 
had all ſomething to be forgiven for, that he 
would extend his plan of reconciliation to my 
mother, whoſe melancholy and neglected fitu- 
ation called for conſideration; and if his vow 
precluded him from ſeeing her, a few lines 
expreſhve of his forgiveneſs, would footh her 
forrows and ſmooth her paſſage to thoſe re- 
gions 
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gions where all was harmony and peace, and to 
which I had cauſe to believe ſhe was haſtening 
very faſt. 4 ' 

«* Thoſe were the ak contents of my an- 
ſwer. I avoided taking the leaſt. notice of his 
ungenerous threats, or commands relative to 
Mr. Murray. —1 wrote in a ſtyle of firmneſs, 
but not affrontive; and determined. never to 
temporiſe or diſguiſe my ſentiments on any oc- 
caſion, or on any ſubject, on which they were 
challenged; and therefore it was, that L.con- 
ceived it a duty, both to my mother Y my- 
ſelf, to mention . e ' | 
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1 1 thus written to ay own 


ſatisfaction, I grew more calm; and 
prepared to accompany Mr. Murray, to the 


botel of Madame Le Maitre. The emotions 
of my heart had animated my face with a 
_ glow, and given a ſpirit to my eyes more than 
uſual, ſo my governor told me; and faid, 
laughingly, That paſſion was very favour- 
able to the countenance of ſome people; 
« for by diſcompoſing the features, it removed 
« the formal hauteur that was repulſive to 
lively ſpirits, and was particularly diſa- 
greeable to the French ladies. 
We entered the aſſembly of Madame 
very late; a large company was preſent, very 
| few 
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ſewrof lich ert know tol me! Il adranced 
to pay my compliments to tlie lady of the 
manſion, when my eyes were caught by the 
lovelieſt i face Ichad ever beheld; a young lady 
to whom Madame Le Maitre was talking 
ſeated by a very reſpectable locking middle 
aged one, * ene oc: ne at 


her bluſhes-dad)Sveated.cftce, og 
me to a ſenſe of the rudeneſs: Las guilty of. 
Madame, who had obſerved the direction 
of her looks; and apparent confuſion, haſtily 
turned round, and ſaw me, like another 'Cy- 
mon -gazing with admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment. Aha!“ cried ſheygaily ſelzing my 
| anten young Engliſh friend; what are 
you faſcinated by a pair of brilliants beau- 
' «-tifully ſors Ein me introduce | 
«< your : 

„She Gta me by n _ 
and as the brother of Lord Dunford. 

I had before now been often e to 
obſerve, that the brother of Lord Dunford, 
derived more conſequence from that ſuppoſed 
diſtinction, than would have been allowed to 
2 plain 
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was the firſt time that the announced affinity 
having found that it 44d -procured me addi- 
tional reſpect, 1 felt anxious to be introduced 
in the moſt advantageous manner, to this 
lovely girl and her mother; who were pre- 


— as: Madame Blomberg, and her 


„ ee [4 

* Recovering a litels eben the emotions fo 
E55 7h new to my heart, I ſought to join 
in their converſat ion; when the attention of 
Madame Le Maitre, being called to ſome new 
gueſts, ſhe left us,. bidding me, ſupply her 

e and attend the commands of the ladies. 
Never had I found myſelf ſo diffident 


and embarraſſedſo little capable of ſtarting ' 


any ſubje& for converſation. For a few mo- 
ments I certainly appeared very ridiculous— 
happily Madame Blomberg relieved me, 
by enquiring if I had ever travelled thro' 
Switzetland ? 
At immediately dend to me k t 
ladies were from that country; and indeed 
G1 q the 


Plain untitled Mr. Dunford, tho“ I was Vain 


* —- 3 
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the peculiar air of modeſty, both in dreſs and 
manners, that diſtinguiſned the charming 
Chriſtina; might have aſſured me, ſhe was no 
Pariſian belle. I replied to the queſtion of 
Madame Blomberg, in the negative; but 
added, that I hoped ſhortly to have that plea- 
ure; as J entertained the higheſt reſpect for 
che characters of the brave Swiſs; whoſe vir- 
I tues were held in general eſtimation in all 
countries. Nn es en n 
„The old lady W me a bow of ac- 
knowledgement; the young one looked her 
thanks. | Tour good opinion, fir,” ſaid the 
former, “is very flattering to us; we are in- 
habitants of the city of Lucern, and not a 
* little partial to our country; for tho! local 
prejudices may ſometimes be wrong,” they 
are very gratifying to one's own feelings, — 
“ particularly when the judgement. of judi- 
WJ © cious . perſons,” authorize us to — 
„them.“ 
* The laſt words were pronounced with a 
half bow, and a look of ſuch complacency, 
that it inſpired me with courage to enter 


nore freely into converſation. 


cc The 
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2 1 he old lady was ſenfible and” enter- 2 
taining; delighted in the opportunity of ex-M 
patiating on the beauties of her country, and MI 
praiſing ſome diſtinguiſhed characters, who MW o 
would have done honour to any nation; The h 
lovely Chriſtina, joined occaſionally in the h 
converſation: ſhe ſaid but little, yet that lit- © 
tle was volumes. to me—ſo ſenſible, and ſol © 
pertinent were her obſervations. Yet I wasMl © 
ſtruck, as I ſeized every opportunity to ex- 
amine her, with-an air of dejection that over- < 
ſpread her features; and which ſeemed to,. 
encreaſe every moment, when ſhe' ſpoke or 
turned towards her mother and myſelf. 1 
This encreaſing melancholy affected me, 1 
died to aſk the cauſe, but dated not preſume 
to make enquiries that muſt have been deemed MI © 
impertinent in à ſtranger.— Both ladies had 
declined play, and I was permitted for ſome 
time to do the ſame; We had been near an 
hour together, and I had ſent off two or three 
troubleſome, trifling beings, who wanted to 
engage me to the tables, when. I perceived Wl | 
Mr. Murray advancing with a quick ftep, IM | 
which, however, flackened, as he came nearer, Wl t 
and 
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and I fam the beautiful Chriſtina had engaged 


his attentions and arreſted his haſty motions. 


He drew near, with his bold eyes fixed 
on on her, even when he addreſſed me, and flight - 
ly bowing to them, “ Mr. Dunford,“ faid 
he, aloud, are you aware that you make 
« yourſelf, extremely ſingular by refuſing to 
„join your friends, who wait for you at the 
tables? I allow for the attractions of theſe 
ladies, but no temptations can excuſe a 


breach of —— or 8 in an en- 


gagement 17:29} cer 
The ladies looked furpriſed and ee 


was exceſſively piquet. 
*I know of no engagement, Sir,“ L replies, 


Y vith, I believe, great haughtineſs, that de- 


prives me of the right to chooſe my own ſi⸗ 
tuation in this company; and if J am not 
troubleſome to theſe ladies, and have their 
* permiſſion to keep my ſeat, I ſhall not oy 

be perſuaded to give it upꝰꝰ 1 
His colour roſe, his qpwnteniiiece looked 
inflamed, and there is no doubt he would have 
been extremely impertinent, had not a gen- 
teman that moment laid hold of him.—“ I 
« with 
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ag 20 ſpeak with you. They walked « 
together, tho Mr. Murray thought fit to caft 
a look of reſentment ne Gt wh at me as 
 beifeft unn CO 

The Kadies, looked Ks Sn 'T was 
much hurt, That gentleman,” ſaid I, © is 
my travelling tutor, but is not entitled to 
diſpoſe of my time or nnn in how 
< afſembly. n 
2 G At leaſt, aid Madame Wade «7 

muſt allow it to be a ſingular circumſtance, 
« for the tutor of a young gentleman to in- 
© vite him to the card tables; a dangerous 
“ amuſement for young minds, who often are 
< fuſcinated with a love for play, that is pro- 
ductive of the moſt ruinous confequences, 
«ſuch as the guardian of Aaron ee 
e io. 46 

* Lhave nothing ta dread on ld (ſcore 
I replied, '© play has mo particular charms to 
« engage me; nor will I ever be drawn into 
tc jts exceſſes, or go one ftep beyond being 
„ amuſed for an hour or two, without Injury 
to my fortune, or morals.“ 
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© The. old lady paid me ſome flattering 
compliments - Chriſtina looked her appro- 
bationz but I thought I heard a gentle figh- 
fue from her lips, and ſaw her face more 
douded. Whether her mother made the 
ame: obſervation, or thought we had been 
ſuffciently long together, I know not, but 
he roſe, and politely thank ing me for my at- 
tentions, took her daughter's hand, and mixed 
in a crowd of inſignificants that er wand 
Madame Le Maitre. 

« I dared not follow: them, tho? my hore” 
ind eyes purſued-the charming girl, who had 
inſpired; ſentiments, wholly new and delicious 
whilſt I gazed on her; but no words can deſ- 
cribe the nat ure of my | feelings, when I loſt 
ight.of her as ſhe mingled in the croẽwd. 

*I was ſtill fixed to the ſpot that had 
given me the laſt glimpſe of her. figure, when 
I the Chevalier Renaud, a very libertine young 
man, whom J had met with at one of the few. 
convivial parties I had frequented, and who 
being addicted to inebriety, differed much 
tom the generality. of his countrymen.— 
I This, gentleman flapping my ſhoulder with 
an 
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an eaſy familiarity, What, Dunford, Art 
thou ſtar-gazing ſtraining thine eyes after 
sun beauteous luminary, that will fuddenly 
diſappear, and leave ther 8 in 
* r tg or! A0 | 
< What do you aan?” 1 a in a 
0 way. Nay,“ ſaid he, don t affect 
< ignorance — Why the wliole aſſembly is 
already full of your ſudden attachment to 
the lovely Swiſs girl;—d'ye' think we are 
< blind?—Look round, my boy, and you'll 
ſes ſotne pitying, others envying your long 
Annen but every one ready to burſt | 
< with laughing to ſee that the muß phi- 
*Jofopher-is:caught at laſt,” - '| 
Tho mortified and enraged at this Perch | 
the fact was true. I beheld every eye directed 
towards mme, with an expreſſion of ridicule that 
Icould not ſtand, and was therefore ſullenly 
walking away,. — “ Hark' ye, cried he, laying 
hold of my arm, I can give you ſome in- 
<-tereſting intelligence about your little di- 
2 vinity, worth your hearing, and neceſſary 
n for * r Nintens 
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Tho much piqued; I had not the re- 
lution to withdraw from information I ſo 
much withed for; but affecting a gay air, 
To oblige you,“ I replied, and indulge 
* your ideas and mae, I will attend 
„to your communications.“ O your ſer- 
* rant, no doubt to oblige me; but faith I am- 
good natured, and tho' you are a downright 
* miſanthrope, and will neither drink or play, 
yet Jam inclined to prevent you from fal- 
„ling in, love, when the paſſion muſt be 
Ahle: otherwiſe you would have many 
rivals to contend for your dangerous Helen. 

* Madame Blomberg was born in Switzer- 


land, tho' of French parents who had emi- 


« orated there ſhe was, when young, re- 
* markably handſome, I have heard, and made 
an advantageous match with Mr. De Blom- 
berg, to whom ſhe bore many children. 

* She has buried her parents and her huſband, 
and has alſo met with great loſſeee. 
A brother of her father's, \ many. years 


„younger, reſided here in Paris, and hearing 


* of her embarraſſments offered to take her 
| « | © youngeſt daughter and educate her; ſhe 
« gladly 


4- 
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« gladly! acorgted an eden thats flee, her Ys 
from ſome anxiety how to provide for her N 


< child, then ten years old. Tis ſaid the 
young lady expreſſed much reluctance to 
% quit her mother and her country; but 
there was no Nee er, maternal | 
commands. 
Soon after her arrival; . ? 
in the ſame convent where I had two ſiſters MI © 
« educated; from whom I have derived all 
my information. Mean time the ſon of 
this uncle died; and he poſſeſſing a good 
deal of property, took it into his head that WI © 
the two ſons of Madame Blomberg, ſhould Wl © 
« enjoy all the property of both families, and Wl © 
the girls, (of which there are three,) ſhould Wl © 
be immured in Convents, * compelled to Wl © 
take the veil. - 1 
How Madame was drawn in to comply L 
e with this unnatural requiſition, I know Wl © 
not; but it ſeems the two elder ones are 
© already profeſſed, in a Convent near Lu- 
« cern. The lovely Chriſtina was intended for 
the Convent where ſhe reſided, but at her WW « 


«earneſt — ſhe is indulged in taking * 
« the 


4 
* 
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the yows in the ſame place with het + bikers, | 
and the moment ſhe arrives in Switzerland, 
will enter on her year of probation. | 
« What will ftill more ſurprize you is, that 
the ckarms of this lovely girl having made 
* ſome noiſe, two very handſome offers of 
* marriage have been made to her uncle, and 
« her hand ſolicited” by reſpectable men. 


{ © But the eld fellow is prieſt ridden; and the 


« more ſhe is admired, the more meritorious 
2 "> in his opinion, the ſacrifice.” 

4 She has leſt the convent about a month, 
her mother came here to meet and conduct 
« her to a living grave. I deteſt her, and 
« pity the lovely victim; by Heaven, I would 
not value ſetting fire to the convent, if 


that would free her from their power. But 
| © nothing can impede the rage of fuperftition, 


or give feeling to an unnatural mother, 
„ who, 'tis ſaid, is not forty to get rid of 
« of girls, whom ſhe would hate as imperti- 
nent rivals, were they to reſide with her. 
Only one thing can add additional cruelty 
to their barbarous defign—thit of taking 


| © this lovely unfortunate girl into public for 
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* the few days ſhe remains here; to give her 
a taſte for pleaſures the mult for ever reſign, 
and hazard the chance of intereſting} her 
« heart, when its feelings are ſoon to be con- 
* fined within the walls of a cloyſter. 3112 
This, Mr. Dunford,“ concluded he, with 

more appearance of ſenſibility than I ſhould 
have given him credit for, © this is the hiſtory 
of the. faſcinating Chriſtina; and I muſt 
inform you, that in her ſituation, tis dan- 
* gerous equally to ker repoſe and your own, 
* to be too much intereſted, or deſirous of 
her company; and will account to you for 
* the uninterrupted tete-a-tete you were per- 
<« mitted to enjoy.—Many envied you, but 
< almoſt every man here knows ſhe; is for- 
< bidden fruit, and as ſuch, too n 
* an object to trifle with.“ 

Here he finiſhed the melancholy tale 
and walked off without waiting for my com- 
ments, or noticing my emotions, which were 
almoſt undefinable to myſelf. 

I retired: to the garden for a few minutes 
to recover from a ſhock that ſeemed to ſtag- 
nate all my ſenſes. — I ſaw nothing, could 

| think 
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think of nothing but this lovely and unfor- 
tunate victim; I returned to the room and 
and ſought for her—ſhe was ſeated by an old 
lady I had ſeen twice before, but, her name 
was unknown. to me. 


« Impelled by emotions 1 ad * 8 | 


I advanced to them. My countenance. was 


the index of my mind; ſhe ſeemed ſtartled, 


and viewed me with concern and ſurprize de- 
picted in her legible countenance. The good 
lady made room between them.— « git don, 
q © Sir, I fear you are not well; you lock as if 
{ © you had the diſorder of your country upon 
you. Poor fellow,” added ſhe, taking my 
hand, © your nerves, as you call them, are 
* terribly diſordered,” 1 bowed, attempted 
to ſmile, but could not articulate, aj word ; 
q Chriſtina looked a thouſand OR things, 
but ſaid nothing. 2 
The voluble French woman rid iculed our 
| foggy ifland ; the dullneſs and taciturnity of 
its inhabitants; and affected to lament that 
| ſuch charming tellows had neither ſenſibility 
nor vivacity.—“ ar unqualified, ſhe laid, 
4 | L. 2 , | on for 
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for companions or lovers, tho' they might be 
good knſbands and fathers.” 

_ © < Rouzed by her raillery, I defended my 
countrymen with ſome fpirit ; and attempted 
to prove, tho? neither loquacious flatterers, ot 
apreeable trifters, that they poſſeffed” the moſt 
feeling hearts, the ſtricteſt integrity, and that 
real fexfibiity, which produced the warmeſt 
affection, and perſevering conſtancy for the 
object to whom they attached themſelves.— 
Turning to Chriftma, Charming young 
lady,“ faid I, with real fervor, © be not you 
« prejudiced by the vivacity of this good 
« lady, who diverts herſelf at the expence of 
4 my feelings. Believe me, an Engliſhman 
* knows how to love with as much ardor, 
4 and I prefurne to fay, with more fidelity, 
than any other nation.“ 

The old lady ſeemed diverted by my 
earneſtneſs; Chriſtina replied, ] have a very 
high reſpe& for the Engliſh nation, and 
« haye no doubt but that they pots every 
* amiable quality of the ſoul.” —The few 
words that are uttered from live of ſincerity, 
in wy opinion far outweigh that torrent of 

nothi gs, 
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nothings, thoſe unmeaning compliments, in- 


diſcriminately offered, and as lightly thought 


of, by common triflers of both ſex es. 
« I bowed with a full heart. — © Lord, 
child,“ ſaid her companion, how. have 
voi learnt. to make thoſe diſtinctions? 
* brought up in a Convent all your days, and 
« deftined for a nun- 
My eyes met thoſe of the lovely vids, 


| her's were ſuffaſed-with, tears ;—ſhe looked 
down, and repticd- in a low voice,“ Your 


„ pardon, Madam, for ſpeaking my ſenti- 
ments ſo freely; I had ſome Engliſh friends 
in the convent for whom I had the higheſt 
* eſteem ; I ſaw many of their friends during 


my reſidence with them, and I learnt from 


their good ſenſe and amiable manners, to 


| « deſpiſe general cenſure on any nation what- 
ever to be convinced that the virtues are 
| © ſeated in the heart, and that modeſty is as 


« much the characteriſtic of wiſdom, as vo- 
“ lubility is of folly.—1 ſpeak in general terms, 


no doubt there are exceptions to both.“ 


My ſoul dwelt on her lips, — I ſcarcely 


reſpired whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking. Juſt as ſhe 


L 3 ſtopped 
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ſtopped two ladies came up to ſpeak to her 
companion.—I ſeized the lucky moments, 
« Ah! Madam,” faid I, for Heaven's ſake 
« refit the tyrannic and unjuſt | views that 
«condemn you to a Convent; believe an 
 « Engliſhman, who will devote his life to 
| «ſerve you. —I will follow you, amiable 
 « Chriſtina, wherever you go; my life, my 
fortune, my whole ſoul i is at your diſpoſal.” 
„I ſpoke with an energy that affected her. 
She raiſed her humid eyes,“ I thank you, 
Sir, for the generous concern you ſeem to 
< feel for my fituation, but it would ill be- 
come me to reſiſt the commands of thoſe 1 
* am bound to obey; much leſs ought I to 


give the leaſt: encouragement to the pur- 


ſuit you ſpeak of. I am reſigned to the 
« deſtiny that awaits me; all attempts to 
«ſubvert it muſt be fruitleſs, and diſgraceful 
< to” me. I wiſh you happineſs, Sir, and 
once more offer my thanks; you can cn'y 
Er. « oblig me by your good wiſhes for my 
peace 3 this * we n meet no 
* more.“ b 
I 
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I was going to reply with warmth; when 


meet your mother, the will not be prevailed 


„ upom to play longer. Both bowed: to me 
and walked from the: ſeat, where I fat the 
image of deſpair for ſome time; and when 


e | aroſe, and traverſed the rooms, the object 
ay heart languiſhed to behold, was no 9 
„ to ha end vin mort. £2 TY 

7 «/ The-1dea of love at firſt gebt * * 
„ often ridiculed, nor do L pretend to defend 


itz my example has no weight. Let it be 
conſidered, I had been brought up in retire- 
ment, — and had ſeen very few women for 
my grandfather received no families after his 
. © daughter's marriage. — The Pariſian ladies 1 
had been introduced to, were light and fri- 
„ volous, they could do nothing but amuſe; 
mine was an unadulterated heart, that muſt 
eſteem the perſon I admired, and till I ſaw 
the beautiful Chriſtina, 1 was perfectly. a 
ſtranger to thoſe genuine emotions of the ſoul, 
that ſprings to meet the kindred mind. 
Had ſhe been gay, talkative, or affected, 
' my heart would have been untouched, tho! 
| , L 4 my 


the old lady addreſſed her, „ My dear, let s 
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my eyes might have confeſſed her beauty. It 
was the ſpeaking modeſty of her countenance, 
the nndeſcribable graces of her perſon, and 
the intelligence that beamed in her eyes, that 
rivetted my attention, and took faſt hold of 
my heart. But to return. 

« After wandering round the a 
and being convinced that the object I ſought 
for had been taken from my ſight, I fixed 
mylelf at the back of Mr. Murray's chair, 
who was ſtill engaged at the card table. 
As he quitted me with no very friendly 
aſpect, and I had ſpoken to him with ſome 


aſperity, I expected no very cordial meeting; 


I was therefore ſurpriſed. to meet a friendly 
nod, and a fmiling countenance as he looked 
at me-over his ſhoulder. 

el kept my poſt without beingiat al (znfible 
what was paſſing, until the game was finiſhed, 
and he aroſe from his chair in perfect good 
humour, exclaiming, Am I not a fortunate 


fellow, to-night ?''—1 anſwered “ Ves, tho! 
unconſcious whether he had won or loſt, —lt 
was now a late hour, and we returned home; 


he made not a ſingle obſervation on my oo 
f ö du 


W 


2 left, if not of eontempt. But, — 
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and I had no inclination to talk; the occur - 
rences of the evening were not diſcuſſed, and 


| I gladly retired to reſt. 


That I paſſed a ſleepleſs night may as 
eaſily credited; and when we met at break · 
faſt, Mr. Murray obſerved that I looked ex- 
tremely grave and languid. * You appear 
« fatigued,” ſaid he, his large eyes fixed on 


my face, literally with doing nothing, for 
think you. were entirely unemployed: the 


% whole evening; but indeed indolence and 
inactivity, is to the full as likely to create 


* laffitude and wearineſs, zen. 


« engaged in manual exerciſe.” 


|. « There was! no choice of * 3 


replied, and 290) Know: Can: * not * 
paſſion, 


| *« Without having « fabi for them,” wer 
turned he, © you might aſſimilate your taſte 
| © to the amuſements that engage others, and 


play for an hour or two, if but for trifles. 
All ſingularity is unpleaſant to yourſelf and 
* others, and is generally productive of neg- 


ne h 
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« who were : hols ladies I faw you! in cloſe 
« converſation with?” © 
« I felt my blood mount to my face, and 
even my tongue faltered, when I briefly ſaid, 
they were natives of Switzerland. He looked 
nat me without ſpeaking,” and ſeemed for ſome 
minutes loſt in thought. My feat grew un- 
eafy—T aroſe—he recovered from his reverie 
e muſt'call this morning to make our 
v compliments to Madame Le Maitre.“ — 
Whenever you pleaſe,” 1 returned, "and 
withdrew. - 3 
os When Ache 3 reteaeed in my „ thin the 
ſtory of the lovely Chriſtina a Nun—com- 
pelled' to take the veil—good Heaven, what 
cruelty! Surely it could not be, that her 
friends would reject an eligible offer. It was 
the firſt moment marriage had ever occupied 
a thought in my mind ſighed, and invo- 
Innitatily exclaimed, What a happy enviable 
man would the huſband of Chriſtina be! 
Would to Heaven there was a poſſibility of 
« her being mine.” 
— «© Unhappy, anxious, and oppreſſed, Tat- 
tended the ſummons [ve Mr. Murray; and 
pany 


fe 
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perfectly ſilent we reached the door of the 
hotel; then turning to me, I would. adviſe 
you,“ ſaid he, with a piercing look, not 
to carry that taciturnity into the preſence 
of Madame Le Maitre, it may ſubject you 
to invidious remarks, am —— Xt 
« yourſelf or me“ 
The door. opened, abt Ge at 
ment, and the firſt objects E ſav, were Chriſ- 
tina and her mother. Scarctly could I ſup- 
preſs my emotions from uttering a cry of 
joy I barely ſaluted Madame, whilft invo- 
luntarily: I placed myſelf by the fide of 
Chriſtina, and eagerly enquired of as health,, 
and of her mothenrs. In neo 
My agitations were very vidble, and 1 
thought the dear girl trembled when ſhe 
made a polite anſwer; her words were caught 
up by her mother, who in the moſt diſtant 
formal termꝭ, thanked me for: my politeneſs, 


in à tone ſo different from her unreſerved 


manner the preceeding ern J felt 
the repulſe to my heart. | 


was again going to Geben the 
ed! without looking at me, and advanced 


2 4. . | to; 
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dit lay ot the houſe, eee talk- 
ing in a low voice to Murray. 


«We muſt now take a W "ry | 
Madame Blomberg, accept my thanks for 


1 your: kindneſs to Chriſtina, whom you ſee 
* for the laſt time — unleſs you ſhould ever 
« viſit her Convent in Lucern. I ſhall be 
% happy to acknowledge your civilities in 
„Switzerland, if you: will e ws 
* opportunity. 

40 SAbt”* replied W 9 
* regret''—— Pardon me for intertupting 
you, returned the other, unavailing re- 
* grets muſt be ſupprefſed—few of us a 
« our on carvers—happineſs is rarely to be 
* attained ; thoſe are fortunate therefore, that 
have peace and Eng. IE to 

Sitten! 

Not a word of eee ww 
Hllable funk into my ſoul. My eyes were 
fixed on Chriſtina; ſhe once timidly raiſed 
her's, but they inftantly fell under my ardent 
gaze, and a bluſh of crimſon ſuffuſed her 
cheek. She was called to make her 14% 
compliments. I ſtarted, my eyes follower 

Ber 


1 
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her —and ahi! how greatly did I envy. Ma- 


dame Le Maitre that ſweet embrace the en. 


chanting girl beſtowed on her. 


« Tears, tears that pierced my — | 


dropped on ber cheek; When far from 
hence, Madame, fid- me, 1 ſhall re · 
member with pleaſure, the favours you 
have honoured me with; and in my oriſons 


to Heaven, you will not be forgotten. She 
could ſay no :more-—Madame's tears bedewed 
the lovely victim's face. To that Heaven 


4e muſt look forward to reward your vir- 
« tues, my dear Chriſtina; if to be good, is 
to be happy. your e cannot * 
« doubted: ö 2:1t 
« Whilſt my adele ant was: | abforded-i in 


this ſcene; the unfeeling mother took her 


band— We keep the gentlemen ſtanding” 
— then with another adieu to Madame, and 
a bow to us, ſhe left the room, but not before 


J had flown to the door, and in defiance of 


her frowns, led the trembling Chriſtina to the 
bottom of the ſteps. I preſſed her hand, and 
m to her mother, 1 hope ſhortly, 


$ | cc < reſpects 


Madame, to have the honour of paying my 
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_ *F&ſpeRs'to you at Lucerti;?? Her only re- 
ply was a cold and ſtiff motion of her head; 
whulſt my eyes met her daughter's SuFulcd 
with tears Dee ens 
It muſt be owned 12600 had made à Won- 
derful transformation in a ſhort period; it Had 
given me animation and courage, beyond what 
ſuppoſed myſelf poſſeſſed of, and I re- 
turned to the apartment, ſo filled with the 
paſſion that agitated. my heart, that I was no 
ways concerned for the obſervations my con- 
duct might have cauſed, and perfectly indif- 
erent to their cenſures or conjecture. 
When I rejoined them, Madame Le 
Maitre had juſt began the ſtory of Chriſtina, 
and without noticing iny emotions, flie re- 
lated nearly the ſame facts I had heard the 
preceding evening, adding, That having a 
niece in the ſame Convent, where the poor 
girl was placed by her great uncle, ſhe had 
very often invited her to her houſe, and had 
frequent opportunities of admiring her good 
ſenſe; ſweetneſs of temper, and many accom- 
pliſhmients, which entitled her to a! better fate 


than to be immured in n's Cloyſter fur lie. | 
u | b N pe: « But 


, / _.- " 


ä _ ogy 


But the ndirfiobs! that Madame Blom: 
berg's family had all been traders;/ tho“ ſhe 
had fortunately married a gehtleman, that is, 
a man of a ſmall independence, but not of 
noble birth. Her two ſons Hawever were in 
the army, and this abſurd uncle of her's has 
ving acquired ſome money, and quitted bu- 
ſineſs, was mightily deſirous that the firſt two 


gentlemen in the family, ſhould inherit all 


his money. The weak and unjuſt Madame 
Blomberg, had fallen in with his deſigns, and 
agreed to ſacrifice her ws ces 
grandiſement of the ſons? 

« [ devoured every word of this little nar- 
rative, as if ' I had never heard it before; and 
even Mr. Murray feemed affected, pitied the 
poor young lady, and execrated the mother. 


| 1 jaid little, tho“ my feelings were tremblingly 


alive to the wrongs of this lovely girt; and T 
am ſure my emotions did not pals unob- 


| ferved, tho* not verbally taken notice of. 


« From that hour my whole thoughts were 
employed in planning ſchemes to go imme- 
diately to Switzerland, but I khew we muſt 


| wait ſome time for remittances and letters of 


credit; 
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credit: mean while che houſe of Madame Le <q 
Maitre, was my favourite haunt. She cer- © 
quaintance; and tho rather gay, and not e 
among the higheſt circles in Paris, ſhe ſaw wa 
good company of both ſexes, witlout being Ml © 
faſtidious, ſo that her rooms were well filled. | 
. + But-ſhe had a ſuperior merit, in my eyes, 
to the firſt woman in Paris—ſhe loved and 
pitied 'Chrifting—ſhe indulged me in talking 
of her. Even Mr. Murray ſpoke of her with 
approbation, and one day faid, he hoped 
we ſhould hear more of her when we viſited 
Lucern.“ —I caught at his words, And F 
1 ſuppoſe, ſaid I, that wilt not be long 
firſt, as we have now paſſed many months 
4 in Paris.” —* Ihave already written to your 
5 grandfather,” ſaid he carelefly, © for re- 
 /mittances that may enable us to make the 
tour of Switzerland.“ “ Ah, cried Ma- 
dame, I ſhalt. entruſt you then with ſome 
* .little' remembrances to the dear Chriftina ; 
and whilſt ſhe is in her noviciate, —_— 
« ire her without difficulty.“ | — 

| « Ng 
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i No language can deſcribe tbe delight 1 


2 


. belt at this Idea, which I reſolved to purſue; 
.. and Mr. y leaving me, to pay a viſit 
1 to ſome, of his gambling friends, where I had 
I conſtantly declined attending him, I renewed 
g the converſation about Chriſtina, and grow- 


ing warm on the ſubject, Madame Le Maitre 
exclaimed, ©: My God ! I hope: you are not 
in love with the little girl??? | 
„J know,“ faid I, a little confuſed at _ 
rope queſtion, © that her happineſs is very 
dear to me; and that I admire her more 
* than any woman I have ever ſeen ?? 
« Helas ! my pauvre chevalier, returned 
ſhe, „ my good friend, I really pity you. 
I fee it now too plainly, you are far gone 
in the tender paſſion - unfortunately a hope - 
| © leſs one; unleſs the young lady felt a mu- 
* tual enen ng 
„the vows. - | 
© How!” cried; 7 eben Ae ahb is it 
poſſible ſhe has that liberty !'? «Undoubtedly 
** ſhe has, returned Madame, © but tis a ſtep 
« ſo rarely entered upon, ſo difficult and re- 
©; Fa to a timid and delicate mind, 
.. cc « that 
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« that few. very feu, have the courage to 
“ incur the diſgrace ; nor are there many who 
« have views or reſources to warrant ſo deſ- 
«,perate an undertaking a certainty of being 
forever reprobated by their family, braving 
the cenfure of the church, and the ſcorn of 
unfeeling minds, who will take care to aſſix 
the moſt 8 motives to Wiler 
« dinary a conduct. 241 4uw oo) £1 * 
Thus you ſee,” add he, & that muny 
«unhappy. victims appear voluntarily to ſe- 
clude themſclves, | becauſe they have no 
alternative, but to incur en One, 
and fhame. . ung NO I 
* But,” ied If PRES thoſe te 
parents, can thoſe bigots in a cloyſter 
« believe, that ſuch. ſacrifices are ene 
„ to Heaven?“ +, g 
„On this ſubject, nd. the; you 
« muſt permit me to be ſilent. You judge 
_ © of their conduct from your on modes of 
“faith; we are perfectly ſatisfied with ours, 
and the rules it imloſes.— I confeſs that Lam 
ſorry for the amiable girl we are ſpeaking 
os * as her deſtiny is fixed, and there 
igri! « ſcarcely 
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« ſcarcely exiſts a poſfibility that it can be 
* changed,—for her honour and peace, and 
« for your own repoſe, I adviſe you to ſtrug- 
« ole againſt this hopeleſs paſſion, and by no 
means to think of going to Lucern,” 
feel moſt gratefully the kindneſs and 
« propriety of your advice,” faid I, with a 
deep ſigh, © but little as I have feen of that 
lovely maid, her charms and character, nay, 
* her very misfortunes, have made ſo deep an 
% 1mprefſion on my heart, that all conſider- 
« ations are weak ;—all difficulties vaniſh into 
nothing before the energy of my affeCtion ; 
and whilſt there exiſts a poſſible chance 
« that ſhe may eſcape thoſe dreadful vows fo 
«* cruelly impoſed, I never will relinquiſh hape, 
or forbear to nounſh - my paſſion with Uie 
* ſweet remembrance of its object.“ N 
« Madame Le Maitre viewed me with 
aſtoniſhment ; © Your ardour ſuipriſes me, 
laid ſhe, * I did not expect any thing like it, 
« from your character dull, inſenſible, and 
ſplenetic; I believed you to be the exact 
* counterpart of your foggy iſland. Ho 
K am I deceived Why, I queſtion if Amadis 
| cc de 


. 
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de Gaul, or any other hero of romance 
*: would have made a more flaming ſpeech.” 

Raillery apart, dear Madam,” returned I, 
6 be aſſured 1 boaſt on of the virtues attached 
« to my countrymen, that of ſincerity ;—and 
« jinſenſibility you ſee forms no part of my 
character —tho' I am not flexible enough 
« to follow the lead of ry N or make 
« love to every pretty woman.“ 

Well,“ ſaid fhe, © you are an extraor- 
2 dinary young fellow ; you have hid your 
e talents under a buſhel, for I never ſay you 
« half ſo agreeable before. But love, they 
„ ſay. does wonders, and aſſuredly the little 
* divinity bas given you a new ſoul.— But, my 
„young friend, how are we to reconcile your 
« attachment with the laws of prudence | 2— 
« Were Miſs Blomberg free to-morrow, in all 
probability ſhe would not have a ſhilling, 
neither nobility of birth; now I under- 


* ſtand, both fortune and rank are expected 
10 in your wife. ot 

rue,” replied I, „there age unreaſonable co 
7 oem in every country; but at the worlt, I rc 


* * have a {mall independence, that laid out ¶ he 
4 to 
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„an advantage, would ſupport me tec : 
in this country.” T? 

«The old ory faid ſhe fnkiling, 6 156 
« and a Cottage. Don't deceive yourſelf, a 
4 ſnall independence will not ſupport a family. 
However, enough on this ſubject; 1 hope, 
© in a calmer hour you will permit reaſon to 
take the lead in your councils, and that you 
4 will leſs value your own uncertain proſpects, 
than the peace of Miſs Blomberg, which 
* you may ruin forever by your purfuits ;— 

« whereas {he is now reconciled to a fate ſhe 
« conſiders as inevitable.” 

Before I. could reply, ſome company 
came in, and ſoon after I took my leave, 
deeply impreſſed with her laſt argument. 
Mr. Murray was perfectly filent on the ſub- 
ject, tho” I was certain he could not be ig- 
norant of my attachment ; T therefore waited 
| impatiently for the remittances, to ſee if he 
| would proceed to Switzerland or not. 

« During this pauſe in my. affairs, I was 
conſtant in my viſits to Madame Le Maitre; I 
I received nevertheleſs invitations to different 
| houſes, all of which I declined, paſſing moſt. 
of . 
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of my time in acquiring the French anc 

Italian languages; whilſt I. was looked x upon 
as the devoted ſervant to Madame Le Maitre; 
a dee that diverted us both. 
I returned. from her hotel one evening 
early, and found two letters, both with 
black ſeals ; one addrefled to, myſelf, I faw 
was from the faithful old ſervant of my mother, 
the other, directed to Mr. Murray, was in a 
hand unknown to me. 
My heart immediately anticipated the 
contents, and ſickened at the Idea. p i tore 
it open, — there was a ſmall encloſure in my 
mother's hand, but the firſt lines in the en- 
velope confirmed my fears, —niy unfortunate 
parent had breathed her laſt ! 

1 *Tis no ways material to repeat the con- 
tents of the poſthumous letter, —-my poor 
mother ſeverely reprobated her on conduct, 
from whence, ſhe ſaid, had originated all the 
evils of her life, and the cruel neglects ſhe 
hag et with from her famuly. 

She adviſed me to counteract the mali- 
cious deſigns of artful perſons, by a ſteady 


adherence to the laws of honour and pru- 
dence; 
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dence; and never n otra counter 


derneſs, and fuch advice on my tonduct thro! 
life, as ſhe, from painful experienee, was ſo 
motive, but for my honour and happineſs. 
„** This event greatly affected me, and the 
more, as it appeared by the other letter which 
covered it, that ſhe had not the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing one of her family, but to her former 
faithful attendant was indebted for the laſt ſad 


advice of her danger had been ſent to the 
Colonel and Lord Dunford, ten days previous 
to her deceaſe; no notice was taken of 
the information *till all was over, and the un- 
dertaker received hus, inſtructions. 4 
This inhuman, unnatural neglect, was 
truly ſhocking; but it is too truly obſerved, 
that when vanity and pride predominate in 
the heart, it ſwallows up all the focial affec- 
tions, and deadens the ſelf- ſufficient being to 


gratitude, 
a When 


to the; wiſhes! of my Standfather. The e- 


offices due to the ſick, and to the dead. Tho? 


every ſentiment of goodneſs, n, and 
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When Mr. Murray returned, he ſaw the 
effect produced by this melancholy letter that 
lay before me. He opened the one addreſſed 
to him, which he faid; confirmed the account 
of my mother's death; with the remittances 
he had written for; and an additional fifty 
pounds to me, from my grandfather, for mourn- 
. ing, * as he ſiupoſed Lſiouid be for buying blact. 
The extreme indifference with which he 
tnentioned the death of an only child; and 
permitting her to expire without the conſo- 
lation of receiving his bleſſing or lorgiveneß, 
filled my heart with indignation; and im: 
preſſed it with ſuch an Wes of his cruelty, 
and want of ſenſibility, that I really ſhuddered 
at receiving any favours 1 a man he ns 
deſcription. 

« Mr. Murray went on peruſing his bene 
heedleſs of my agitations. I ſaw it was a very 
long one, but not a fyllable tranſpired to me 
but what related to the fifty pounds. He put 
up the letter. T will go out and receive the 
money,“ ſaid he, “and order the tradeſmen 
&« to. attend you. He left me . af to 
Pp own reflections. 
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6 8 censure of the wotld too vaten falls, not on the guilty, but 
the unfortunate,” | 


on 
* 


5 I NR. Murray, on his return, 1800 the 
fifty pounds into my hands, with- 
out: naming the ſum he had himſelf received, 
tho” a hundred pounds was then due to me, 
and I had hitherto received my allowance 
myſelf. Hurt, at this circumſtance, T faid, - 
„Pray then, Sir, are the bills made payable 
to you ?—May I aſk what remittances haye 
been made?” 7" 
wn Certainly,” returned he, with a <onſe- 
1 air, © the bills are made Haayable t 
I have received a hundred pounds for 
1 our ir diburſerents here, and letters of credit 
for another like ſum when We arrive at 
„Lucern.“ | 
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« My heart fluttered at the mention of 
that city, and for a moment I forgave his 
extraordinary procedure. Recovering from the 


temporary exultation,' I remarked, . There 
ſeemed to be new meaſures adopted in pecu- 
niary matters, which I could not account for, 


and thought very degrading to myſelf.” 


* The truth is,” ſaid he, © ybur grand- 


« father has diſcovered that you appropriated 
part of your income for your mother he 


Itbinks you may have other penſioners— and 


« does not feel it incumbent on him to have 
his money ſquandered, or diſpoſed of with 
% out his knowledge; therefore he has deſired 
eme to diſburſe all expences in future. 


«Tis well, Sir,” I replied, haughtily, my 


« actions my. be. controuled by thoſe who 


l have a ſhort-lived power over me, but thank 


Heaven, my mind is not in ſubjection.“ 
I quitted the room greatly oppreſſed, for 
tho' I could not be ſuppoſed to feel that ex- 
ceſſive tenderneſs for my mother, which chil- 
dren brought up under the roof of a, parent, 


muſt naturally indulge; yet ſhe was dear to 
me, both as the author of my being, and a 


much 
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much wronged, ill-treated woman. The ſor- 


row I felt, added to the new indignity offered 


thro' Mr. Murray, with this ſecret letter nos 
communicated, and written in a ſtrange hand, 
—altogether perplexed. and wounded * feel- 
ings. more than I choſe. to expreſs. | 

« Another circumſtance gave riſe to many 
conjectures — his avowed intention of going 
to Lucern. I had learnt from Madame Le 
Maitre, that he had noticed my ſudden pre- 
poſſeſſion in favour of Miſs Blomberg, tho 


he had not ſpoken to me of it; neither had 


I committed myſelf to him. Still he had bb- 


ſerved it; and knowing that young lady was to 


reſide in Lucern, it appeared ſtrange he ſhould 


have fixed on that city, as our rde reſt- 


ing place, in the projected tour. 

Sometimes I thought he, was in. 1 with 
her, and that his own wiſhes led him there; 5 
but the very diſipated life he led, was incom- 


patible with a virtuous paſſion. F or ſo irre- 


gular, and in his ſituation, ſo very improper 
was his conduct, that more than once I felt 


inclined to write to my grandfather | and ac- 


quaint him with Mr. Murray's mode of Paſſ- 
M2 ing 
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ing his time; and ſhould, have done it, but 
that T had cauſe to fear © My favour was in 
the wane,” and his influence far ſuperior to 
mine, conſequently I ſhould only draw upon 
myſelf additional mortifications from my 
grandfather, and ill treatment from a man 


with whom I was condemned to remain at 


leaſt another year. 

« Thus compelled to be ſilent, T viewed his 
actions with diſguſt, and hourly regretted the 
loſs of that worthy man, who had been my 
monitor and friend; of whoſe correſpondence 
ſo cordially nd I was, by ſome unac- 
countable circumſtance deprived ; for which I 


could aſſign no cauſe, unleſs he was ill, gone 


to ſome more diſtant country, or rudely inter- 
ad from writing to me. | 
«© Reviewing therefore every point in the 
conduct of Mr. Murray, his attachment to the 
pleafures of Paris, his little complaiſance to 
me, and. his fixed intention of going to Lu- 
cern, I grew more puzzled and confounded 
at ſuch palpable contradictions; but he 
. wrapped himſelf up in a cloſe reſerve to me, 
a as I would not be the companion of his 
: pleaſures, 
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pleaſu res, he affecteſl a contempt for my un- 


that © I ſhould ever be a puſillanimous fellow, 
without wit or ſpirit.” 2 
This ſarcaſm was frequently thrown out, 
but loſt its intended. effect. on. me; for the 
lefſons of Mr. Belmont, from my. early youth, 
againſt gambling, and the adventure of Lord: 
Dunford at the play-houſe, which had ſpoken 
more than. volumes to my feelings, were ta- 
himans that guarded me equally againſt. ex- 
ceſſive play, and diſguſting ebriet . 
“In little more than a week after the ar- 
rival of the letters I have mentioned, we were 


ready to leave Paris, where I had reſided near 


twelve months. The day previous to our de- 
parture, Madame Le Maitre wiſhed for a pri- 


vate conference, and I attended her at an hour 


ſhe. was not likely to be brakeu in upon by 
company. 
« She e me , mith an air of kindneſs, 
« Sit down, my young friend, without cere- 
% mony.—We are going to loſe you, I am 
« ſorry for it; for tho? you are a prototype of 
n gloomy country, I have hopes that time, 
M3 — 


derſtanding and feminine manners, and foreſaw 
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and the enlivening darts of the little blind 
< deity, may give you proper animation, and 
e enable you to ſhake off the ruſt of a con- 
* fined education. 

Will you add to your favours, by br 
s ing me with your commands to the charm- 
“ ing Miſs Blomberg,“ faid I ?—She ſhook 
her head,” You are then going to Lucern ?” 
* Moſt certainly, Madam.” 
-£ $6? F'1s a TEE affair, bexond my com- 

<« prehenſion, returned ſhe,- © for I cannot 
“help telling you that your ſudden attach- 
© ment to the amiable Chriſtina' was not 
e unobſerved by Mr. Murray. In conſe- 
«quence of which he was extremely minute 
in" his enquiries reſpecting her birth and 
«© cireumſtances. He appeared to be alarmed 
« and diſpleaſed at the reſult of his inveſti- - 
«pation; ſaid; he ſhould write to your friends 
and ſoon ſeparate you from an object ſo 
60 _—_— 
Within this laſt fortnight he has ſeveral 
times mentioned your reſtleſſneſs and occa- 
*©fionaÞmelancholy—imputed both to love 


i and affected to treat 1 paſſion with ridi- 
2% * cule 
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« cule and "indifference; but that he ſhould 
take you directly to a place fo dangerous 8 
to your repole, and fo inimical to the views 
-a"gf-> ger Jonny; is an enigma 1 cannot 
«ſolver 
„on to 706 Malm: 1 replied!” « that 
the ſame unaccountable circumſtance has 
« dwelt on my mind, and that I am equally 
at a loſs with yourſelf to form. any conjec- 
« tyres" on it, that m. afford me a clue to | 
<« unravel his motives.” 

« My good young friend, * laid me, * take 
* care of yourſelf; tho* you are deficient in 
« gallantry and thoſe petit beſoins, that re- 
« commend your ſex to our's, yet there is a 
manner, a ſomething I cannot deſcnibe, 
„ which has attached me to you. I believe 
« you have ſenſibility, and that your little ſo- 
« leciſms in good breeding, are the errors of 
education, not the coldneſs of your heart. 
I therefore repeat, take care of yourſelf;— 
« I fear there is "Oy and IS 
e againſt you ſomewhere.” | 

« T thanked her for her kindneſs, and ac- 
knowled ged, that I believed there were per- 

M 4 | ſons 
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ſons / intereſted. to make every advantage of 
.any. circumſtances that might happen to ap- 
pear wrong, or impolitic, in my actions: — 
But furely,” ſaid I, © Mr. Murray cannot 
« condeſcend to be a tool—the mean inſtru- 
Yo ay of. undeſerved envy and ill-will againſt 
6 ane. 


3 


e his ſentiments or intentions; "lar if he is 

capable of any baſeneſs or duplicity, it be- 

„ hoves you to counteract him, I adviſe you 

* moſt earneſtly, to avoid all intercourſe with 

Madame Blomberg and her daughter—You 

can do nothing for the poor Chriſtina, but 
* jinvolve her in trouble, and diſturb her re- 
s poſe. To love, to eſteem her truly, you 
e muſt ſee her no- more it would be unge- 
0 nerous and ſelfiſh, to purchaſe a ſlight, mo- 

« mentary gratification, at the expence of her 
„peace, when there are inſuperable bars be- 
« tween you. Be aſſured, the ſacrifice of your 
* inclination,. can be but a temporary pain; 
« but if you diſtreſs her, and involve yourſelf 
in ſelf-reproach, your regrets will be as 

„great, as they muſt be unavailing.“ 


. 
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«] kiſſed the band of my kind adviſer, 
and aſſured ber, that every ſyllable was en- 
Sraven on my heart. © 1 muſt not then, 


added I, © aſk you for any commiſſions? 


No,“ replied ſhe, © I have well conſidered 
* your ſituation, and the dangers. that may 
attend any future interviews. I wiſh you 
happy be cautious and diſcreet.—If you 
can change your rout, I counfet you. to do 
it; if not, act with prudence and felf;denial,. 
< and you will defeat every machination of 

„your enemies, d feel the pleafurg of Rr 

approbation.D 
A quitted Madame Fe Maitze vith fall 

heart; my. reaſon. ſubſcribed to. the. propriety 


of her lefſons—I was compelled to acknow-- 
ledge that I. ought. to obſerve. them. But, 
alas! how. few. have the virtue to practice ſelf- 
denial to ſubmit: to the cold laws of pru- 


dence,. at an age when the paſſions are all 
alive, and when the refractory heart, filled 


with one dear object, is impelled forward to 


the gratification of its wiſhes! O, my friend, 


my monitor, my revered Belmont! "Twas in 


this moment J felt my irreparable loſs; his 


Ms gentle 


ſt 
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gentle e counſels might n directed my 5 
ment, ſoothed my paſſions, and guarded my 
conduct! Warm and inconſiderate, I plunged 
into the ſnares ſpread for my ruin, and accel- 
erated the malicious deſigns of n enemies 
by my on mad folly. el 

After a ſleepleſs night,” T aroſe to enter 
upon our propoſed tour thro' Switzerland. 
T thought Mr. Murray's eagerneſs to quit the 
ſcene of his pleaſures was by no means indi- 
cative of any good to me; for I had no cauſe 
to give him credit on the ſcore of compliance 
to any wiſh of mine, and therefore was per- 
ſuaded he had motives for his conduct that 
tended ts own — N 
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CHAP. Xv. 


— 


« True love strikes root in reason.“ 


« It is virtue alone that forms durable connexions.” a 
9 : 
: IVDE 281 


ry 7 * N \ 
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UR journey was - flent and Alita | 


rarely together but at our meals 
ad in the room of obſervations on the roads, 
or occurrences that paſt, each ſeemed wrapped 
up in reſerve, his mind clouded by his -own 
reflections. Mr. Murray, now and then af- 
fected cheerfulneſs, but it preſently funk into 


thoughtfulneſs; particularly one day when I 


caſually remarked, < We haſtened thro' the 
towns and provinces, 'as 1 our only 3 in 
view, was to reach Lucern.” 


Have you any deſire to o ſtop” at different 


< places,” ſaid he, with a penetrating look; 
« has your inclination varied ſince you ex- 
« prefſed particular pleaſure in the promiſe of 
& viſiting 


mm V— 
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« viſiting that city?” I could anſwer nothing 
but a fingle negative to theſe queſtions, for 
tis moſt certain my inclinations and reaſon 
were at war within, but the former predo- 
minated; and I fooliſhly deceived myſelf in 
the belief, that I only wiſhed to hear the 
lovely Chriſtina was well and happy, and that 
I ſhould have ſufficient fortitude to abide - by 
the advice of Madame Le Maitre, and by no 
means make any ert to ſee b in the 
Convent. 

« The - ſequel will ſhew 8 How 9 is 
Neon when oppoſed to love '—and that there 
have been inſtances, where the wiſeſt ſtoic has 
found by the tenor of his own conduct, on 
ſome ſeducive occaſions, that reaſon is too 
inſufficient to counteract or ſubdue the violent 
emotions of the, heart, without feeling ſuch 
agonies as have ſometimes proved fatal to 
virtue. Reaſon muſt not ſlumber, or deli- 
berate — ſtrong and vigorous exertions muſt 
be made to repel temptations, or all is loſt. 

« At length we atrived at Lucern. My 
heart beat quick when we entered the city; 
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and I looked eagerly on every object, as if I 
expected to meet Chriſtina at every ſtep. 

It was the middle of the day when our 

journey concluded; — in the evening we 
walked out, Mr, Murray threw off his re- 
ſerve, and grew talkative. He made many 
pleaſant obſervations, but my mind was agi- 
tated and perplexed for of whom could I 
learn any thing of Chriſtina, but her mother, 

and ought I to hazard a viſit at her houſe? 

* Theſe were my reflections; and occa- 
ſioned me to return but very vague anſwers 
to the numberleſs remarks, and queſtions of 
Mr. Murray. My k diſtraction could not eſ- 
cape his notice, tho' he appeared indifferent 
to my ſtrange behaviour. But at night when 
we returned to fupper, I was entirely thrown 
off my guard, nor could he affect 1gnorance 
to my ſituation any longer. Ja 

< Tomorrow,“ ſaid he, in a careleſs way, 
but with his eyes glancing at me, © tomorrow 
« ] ſhall pay my compliments to Madame 
= Blomberg, have you any objection to ac- 
company me? - I felt extremely agitated, - 
« Tomorrow — to M adame Blomberg — any 

| * « objection 
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« objection—ſurely not—but how, what in- 
te troduction have you to that lady? 
0,“ replied he, laughing, I have my 
* credentials, and if you chuſe to avail yourſelf 
of the opportunity, you will ſee thoſe ladies 
* you can hardly have forgotten, after devo- 
e ting an entire evening to their amuſement; 
* unleſs indeed, your chere amie, Madame 
Le Maitre, has * the temporary 
impreſſion.“ 
1 muſt requeſt, Si returned I, with 
ſome ſpirit, that you will not ſpeak of that 
lady in ſuch light terms. Fam proud of 
60 the friendſhip Madame Le Maitre favoured 


'  * me with; ſhe is a woman of honour, and 


« T have many obligations to her politeneſs.” 
And who doubts it,” anſwered he, ſneer- 
ingly, © you had ſo many agreeable tete-a- 
« tetes, that there were all the opportunities 
« in the world for reciprocal politeneſs. But 
« I ſuppoſe you are afraid, that I ſhould in- 
form your petit Maitrefſe of 1 N 2 
« devoirs to Madame.“ 

J entertain no fears, Sir,“ ſald I, haugh- 


5 3 « of any reſtoris you chuſe to-make with 
* that 


| | 
8ST. GOTHARD. 255 J 
7 4 


© that regard to truth that becomes a man of | | 
«* honour. © But permit me to ſay, your lan- | 
* guage wants explanation — who is it you 0 
call my little Miſtreſs; and why ſhould I fear 

6 any information relative to my conduct? * 
Since you are pleaſed to aſſume airs of 
% conſequence, and challenge me fo rudely, 
« when I only intended a little badinage, 1 
* muſt tell you, young Sir,—that all Paris 
< talked of your intrigue with Madame Le 
Maitre, tho' you'choſe to carry on a decep- 

«© tive appearance of morals that no one ever 
gave you credit for; allowing for the paſſions 

of youth, F paſſed over the affair, and left 
«. you in her hands till our journey was fixed 
«< on:—But tho” L was pen 05 not 2 | 
« that I was blind. et wy ae 2 
As to your vickas ad ſudden attachment 

« to Miſs Blomberg, you made yourſelf too 
« ridiculous to the whole company to eſcape 

* notice. Every young fellow in the room 
laughed to ſee the green-horn, the ſenti- 
<« mental philoſopher ſo ſuddenly caught. 
And Madame Le Maitre no doubt ſeized 


o * the opportunity while the heart was warm, 
wk 
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* to. place her image there as a ſubllitute, 
*, when the pretty Chriſtina, was ſo. haſtily 
* taken off. 

Tour language, ſentiments, and conclu- 
* fions, are equally ſcurrilous and unjuſt, Mr. 
Murray but if this attachment you ſpeak 


« of was ſo, very obvious to every one, pray, 


Sir, what is the intention of bringing me 
here : Do you approve, and wiſh to en- 


courage the partiality you allude to? — Or, 


are you ignorant that the young lady is de- 
2 higned for a nun, and that 29.5, 99 Hopbt 
already in a Convent?“ 

“ ſhall not anſwer your ad inter- 
* rogatories, Sir,“ replied he, with an inflamed 
e Ped * neither ſhalt F forget or pardon 
« your language; be aſſured you ſhall repent 


4 it. Henceforth, Sir, remember I am your 
« Governor; that I have a. claim to your: 


_ «. reſpe& and obedience... 

I can ſee through your art and 8 
dave my 0W diotus in coming here ; and you 
may rely on it, that you fail never ſee M. 
Blomberg. Like Tantalus, you may think 


* * can reach at the fruit, which ſhall for 


*© Ever. 
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ever elude your graſp, and you ſhall know 
* me for the arbiter of your deſtiny.” 
He left the room in a violent rage, nor 
was I more tranquil ; his treatment and lan- 
guage were inſupportable. But what could 1 
do Had I challenged him, the character he 
appeared in would have authoriſed him to put 
me under confinement.——He would tell his 
own tale, and I ſhould have been conſidered as 
a mad hot-headed youth; and muſt have borne 
all the ignominy both there and with my fa- 


mily.—And what was ſtill a ſuperior conſider- 


ation with me, I ſhould have been repreſented 


to Miſs Blomberg in the moſt contemptible 


light, and deprived of all Pe of doing 
myſelf juſtice. 


Thus diſagreeably eee when 


reaſon reſumed her empire over my paſſions, I 
regretted that J had continued a converſation 
ſo replete with mortifications, and had impru- 
dently forteited the chance of ſeeing the lovely 


Chriſtina; as now it could not be expected 


that he would introduce me at Madame 
Blomberg's. 


„1 
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I retired to bed under a thouſand inqui- 
etudes—ſometimes I thought it would not be 
derogatory to my character, as his pupil, if 
I made alight apology for my warmth. —Then 
I rejected the idea as a piece of meanneſs over 
which he would triumph, and give him a li- 
cence to offer freſh inſults. Then his unac- 
countable procedure in coming to Lucern, 
ſtruck me as a ſcheme or plot, which muſt 
ſome way or other be detrimental to my in- 
tereſt. I had no one to conſult—not a OW 
on earth to adviſe or direct me. 

« We met the next morning at the breakfaſt 
table—he looked haughty and fullen—I cer- 
tainly did not appear in a legſant hnmour.— 
The barrier was broken, he could not affect a 
regard for me, or ſeem ignorant of my ſenti- 
ments —I felt myſelf inſulted, threatened, and 
deſpiſed. 

We were both filent—perhaps he expected 
an apology I could not determine with my- 
ſelf to make—when we were agreeably relieved 
by the introduction of two gentlemen to whom 
he had ſent letters the preceding evening. 
They offered to attend us through the city, 

and 
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and the elder one inſiſted on our dining with 
him. He applied himſelf to me, I faid, „ If 
« Mr. Murray is diſengaged, and it is agree- 
* able to iim, I ſhall be happy to . the 
« invitation.” 

This compliment relied the test 
of his looks towards me; he replied civilly, 
and readily acceded to the viſit. We had 
walked ſome time round the different ſtreets, 


when Mr. Murray aſked one of the gentlemen, 


if he knew where Madame Blomberg reſided. 


«* Affuredly I do,” ſaid he, © ſhe is my rela- 


« tion, and lives in the next ſtreet. Then,“ 
returned Murray, I will commit this gentle- 


man to your care, whilſt I pay my reſpe&s 


& there, and will Join you in an hour at your 
© houſe.” - 

„ By no means,” — the ee © we 
* will accompany you . ſhall have the plea- 
« ſure to introduce you.” 
Murray was 8 Pardon me, 
« Sir,” ſaid he, © I wiſh not to trouble you 


% now, and on ſecond thoughts will defer my 


« viſit till to-morrow, for I believe I have not 
* my letters of introduction with me.“ 


& 80 
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„ So much the better,” returned the other, 
&© they may add to your welcome another day, 
<« ſhould my intereſt prove inſufficient to en- 


* ſure it.” — O, by all means let us go,” 


ſaid the younger, whoſe name was De Bude, 
&« I ſhall be glad to ſee once more that beau- 
5e tiful girl, who is ſo ſoon to be buried from 
* the world.” —< See her you will not,“ re- 
turned Mr. De Pretzler, for ſhe is gone back 
« to the Convent. I aſſure you that I feel 
little leſs regret than you do, that her mo- 
ther is determined to make her a nun; yet 
having no fortune, what can ſhe do better?” 


Murray had looked at me, I tranſlated 


his meaning, but again paſſion ſuperceded 
prudence. © It is a barbarous policy, faid & 


& to aggrandize one part of the family, at the 


& expence of an innocent victim; and in my 


«, opinion. that parent is inexcuſable, who 
forces a lovely young creature into a living 

grave, when poſſibly there are hundreds who 
6 would feel themſelves honoured in devoting 


<. their lives to her.” 
De Pretaler was ſtruck by my warmth,— 


oo You have a generous way of thinking, Sir, 
hut 
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© but young als without fortune EIN little 
chance of ſettling well; the experiment is 
„ too hazardous to let them remain in the 
* world, and the young lady we have been 
« ſpeaking of has been educated for a monaftic 
« lfe:"? 

4 Thoſe 00 brought us to the © A and 
without noticing my diſorder, Mr. De Pretzler 
ſent up our names; and we immediately fol- 
lowed to the apartment of Madame Blomberg. 

Jo my infinite aſtoniſhment ſhe received 
Mr. Murray with an air of freedom and kind- 
neſs—myſelf with cool politeneſs, as if ſhe had 
never ſeen me before. Mr. Murray apologiſed 
for waiting on her without his introductory 
letters, her anſwer was they were of no ma- 
terial conſequence, as ſhe had received ſuch 
information as entitled him to every mark of 
her eſteem.” All, this was extremely myſte- 
rious to me, and he looked with much felf- 
conſequence and exultation. 

Mr. De Pretzler enquired after Chriſtina, 
the dear loved name made my heart bound.— 
« She is very well,” returned ſhe, and per- 
c fectly ſatisfied n her ſituation.“ — Is it 

* poſſible,”? 
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& poſſible,” cried De Bude, can ſhe really 
« reſign the world without regret 2” 
: Entirely ſo, —and pray what las fre to 
* repre, Her knowledge of mankind is very 
« limited, and by no means favourable: to 
« your ſex, I aſſure you. One old man of 
* fortune would have married her, with her 
 *-uncle's approbation ; that offer ſhe has re- 
5 6 * jected, and has wiſely choſen the Canventy | 
. to preclude all farther ſolicitations. - . . 
by „ Would to Heaven,” returned he, fer- 
vently, that my fortune was more adequate 
to my wiſhes and her merit, I ſhould not 
| “ ſcruple to try the effect of ſolicitation.” — 
5 «Tis a folly to dwell on the chapter of in- 
60 © hoſtbilities,” ſaid ſhe, with an air and tone 
of ſeverity, we will therefore change the 
« ſubjeR.” 
.< My ind was in wien was 10 
of ſpeaking; but I felt ſuch a deteſtation for 
the unfeeling mother, that I was not ſorry 
when our viſit concluded. Mr. Murray re- 
ceived a general invitation, in which I was: 
not included, a flight bow being the only re- 
turn I met with when I took leave. | 
ee fd END OF VOL. I, 


